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ORNITHOLOGICAL REPORT FROM NORFOLK 
FOR 1925. 

BY 

B. B. RIVIERE, F.R.c.s., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. 

THE first two months of the year 192.5 were noticeable for 
severe gales and exceptionally mild weather, and a consequent 
scarcity of wildfowl. On February 4th, a lovely sunny day, a 
Blackbird was singing in my garden, nearly a month in advance 
of the date upon which I usually first hear one. A very light 
fall of snow, the first of the winter, occurred on February 21st, 
but throughout March there were several snowstorms and hard 
frosts. A cold wet April was followed by three months of 
exceptionally fine, warm weather, save for a bitterly cold, wet 
week between 21st and 28th of June, which played havoc with 
the young Partridges. 

There is little to remark upon the spring migration. Very 
early Cuckoos were heard at Attlebridge on April 7th (Miss 
Waterfield) and at Woodbastwick on April n t h . The usual 
westerly passage of Hirundines along the north Norfolk coast 
was in evidence throughout May, and was also observed at 
the Lynn Wells Light Vessel at the mouth of the Wash 
(W. S. Sharman), whilst upon several days during the same 
month Willow-Wrens, Whitethroats, Wheatears, and other 
small migrants were to be found amongst the sueda bushes at 
Cley and Scolt Head (R. Pinchen and Miss Turner). A 
tremendous rush of Swifts from east to west at Scolt Head 
was recorded by Miss Turner between May 28th and June 3rd, 
these birds passing continuously on June 1st, during a south
westerly gale, from 6 a.m. till 6.30 p.m. 

A scarcity of Spotted Flycatchers was noted by several of 
my correspondents. The pair which usually nest in my 
garden failed to put in an appearance, and Mr. G. H. Gurney 
tells me that there were none at Keswick, where last year 
he had fourteen nests. 

As usual the autumn migration was very much more in 
evidence than that of the spring. A big passage of Waders 
took place on the nights of August 19th and 21st. On the 
iormer night large numbers of Curlew were passing over 
Yarmouth (A. H. Patterson), and on the latter Waders were 
heard most of the night, both over Norwich and at Haisboro', 
where Major A. H. Daukes identified the calls of Golden and 
Grey Plover, Curlew, Redshank, Godwit, Oystercatcher, 
Whimbrel and Dunlin. 
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A big arrival of Passerine birds must have taken place 
about September ioth, on which day Mr. G. H. Gurney wrote 
me that the fields about Cringlef ord were full of Song-Thrushes, 
Blackbirds, Sky-Larks, Robins and Goldcrests, and when at 
Paston two days later, I found an extraordinary number of 
Song-Thrushes in the root-fields. 

An all-day passage of Lapwings from east to west was 
noted at Cley by Mr. A. H. Macpherson on September 28th 
and 29th, and was also recorded on the same two days by 
Mr. Sharman on the Lynn Wells Light Vessel. 

The biggest rush of the late autumn migrants, however, 
took place during the last week of October, and this included 
Rooks, Lapwings, Starlings, Fieldfares, Redwings, Blackbirds, 
Sky-Larks, Chaffinches, and Goldcrests. At Scolt Head, 
where I was the guest of Miss Turner during the last three 
days of the month, thousands of Rooks and Starlings, together 
with Lapwings and Sky-Larks, were travelling west all day, 
whilst Redwings were heard passing each night. On October 
25th and 26th Rooks, Fieldfares, and Chaffinches were coming 
in at Yarmouth, where also on the 28th and 30th there was 
another big rush of Fieldfares and Blackbirds (A. H. Patterson). 
At Paston on 29th the fields were full of Redwings, and on 
31st Starlings were passing west-south-west all day, and many 
Goldcrests were met with in the root-fields and hedges (R. C. 
Bell). A notable feature on the more southerly portion of 
the coast-line appears to have been the extraordinary number 
of immigrant Blackbirds. Mr. Patterson refers to them as 
" swarming " at Yarmouth on October 30th, whilst writing 
from Southwold on November ioth Mr. C. E. Alford states 
that " Blackbirds (chiefly immature males) may be seen in 
almost incredible numbers " (Brit. Birds, XIX., p. 209). 

The arctic weather which set in on November ioth and 
lasted until Christmas, brought thousands of Duck to Norfolk in 
advance of their usual time, and Fritton Decoy beat all its 
own records with a take of 2,700 duck up to December 31st, 
these being nearly all Mallard. (Major Hon. F. Crossley.) 

Many Woodcocks also put in an appearance. Thirty-one 
•were killed at Somerleyton on December 28th (Crossley), 
whilst at Holkham on four consecutive days from December 
8th to December n t h the bags were 49, 31, 37, and 47, the 
total bag of Woodcocks up to the end of January 1926 being 
334, which is a record for this shoot (A. E. Tower). Record 
bags of Snipe were also made, during this hard weather, on 
Mr. Russell Colman's shoot at Whitlingham, the Whitlingham 
Sewage farm providing an open feeding ground when all others 
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were frozen over. Four hundred and fifty Snipe were shot 
here up to the end of the first week of January, 1926, the 
best days being : November 21st, 20 ; November 28th, 17 ; 
December ist, 19 ; December 2nd, 27 ; December 3rd, 89 ; 
December 5th, 144 ; and December 9th, 13. On the biggest 
day, December 5th, there were five guns, and nearly all the 
birds killed were driven (R. Colman). 

Several rarities occurred during the year, amongst which 
may be mentioned an Aquatic Warbler, Red-breasted Fly
catcher, Rock-Dove, Night-Heron, Kentish Plovers, Gull-
billed Terns, and Surf-Scoters, particulars of which will be 
found under the classified notes. 

CLASSIFIED NOTES. 

COMMON CROSSBILL (Loxia c. curvirostra).—Mr. N. Tracy 
reports that a pair of Crossbills reared a brood this year in 
the King's Lynn district, the nest being built in January, 
whilst Mr. H. A. Gilbert writes me of a nest with four eggs in 
south Norfolk, and another pair building, on March 21st. 

There was some evidence of an immigration of Crossbills 
into East Anglia during the autumn. A male was caught 
alive on the Outer Dowsing Light Vessel on July 4th and was 
taken ashore and released (W. S. Sharman), whilst early in 
September two more males were taken on the Haisborough 
Light Vessel (A. H. Patterson). In November many were 
reported by the keeper to be at Elveden (Suffolk) and on 
November 20th three were seen in a garden in Ipswich (Field, 
November 26th, 1925). It will be interesting to see whether 
there is any marked increase in the numbers breeding in 1926. 

WOOD-LARK (Lullula a. arborea).—The Wood-Lark has, 
in my experience up to now, been confined as a nesting species 
to a small area in the south-west part of the county near the 
Suffolk border. In 1925, however, I was fortunate enough 
to discover a small colony nesting in an entirely new locality 
a few miles north of Norwich, and in two of the three nests 
which I found, young birds were successfully reared. As 
the ground which they are on is private and well-protected, 
this little colony should soon increase and spread. 

GREY WAGTAIL {Motacilla c. cinerea).—A pair of Grey 
Wagtails again nested at Taverham for the third year in 
succession and reared three broods, the three nests being all 
within 20 yards of each other. (Capt. Lloyd.) 

CONTINENTAL BLUE TITMOUSE (Parus camleus ccsruleus).— 
The arrival of Blue Tits upon our east coast from the Continent 
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in autumn has long been suspected, and in Norfolk their 
frequent appearance upon the coast-line at this time of year 
—one actually flew on board the Lynn Wells Light Vessel on 
September 20th this year—and their occasional presence 
amongst the westerly moving flocks of other autumn migrants, 
has certainly suggested an immigration from.overseas. I am 
now able to record a specimen of the Continental form of Blue 
Tit (Pants c. cceeruleus), the first for England—though one has 
occurred in Scotland—which was killed at Cley in October 
1921. This bird, which is a female, has a wing measurement 
of 64 mm., which is the minimum for the Continental race, but 
its colouring, when compared with the large series in Mr. 
Witherby's collection, differs from all British Blue Tits, and 
exactly resembles Parus c. ccerukus. 

FIRE-CRESTED WREN (Regulus i. ignicapUlus).—On 
October 31st at Scolt Head Miss Turner and I were able to 
identify a Firecrest which obligingly lit upon some basket-
work on the sandhills within a yard of where we were sitting, 
and gave us a sufficiently long and uninterrupted view of its 
conspicuous white eye-stripe and dark streak through the 
eye, to satisfy both of us as to its identity. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE (Lanius e. excubitor).—A Great Grey 
Shrike was shot by Mr. E. C. Arnold at Morston on September 
12th. 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa p. parva).—An 
immature specimen, the sex of which was not noted, was 
obtained at Blakeney Point on October 2nd (F. E. Gunn). 
This makes the fifteenth for Norfolk. 

WOOD-WARBLER (Phylloscopus s. sibilatrix). —Mr. N. Tracy 
reports that two or three pairs of Wood-Wrens again nested 
at South Wootton in 1925. I am indebted to Mrs. Graves of 
Oulton Lodge for the discovery of another nesting locality in 
North Norfolk, where she believes a few pairs have bred for 
the past ten years in a beech wood, and I was able to confirm 
the accuracy of her observation by watching in her company 
three males in full song in this wood on June n t h . 

AQUATIC WARBLER (Acrocephalus paludicola).—A male 
Aquatic Warbler was obtained at Blakeney Point on 
September n t h (F. E. Gunn). 

FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris).—An unusually early flock of 
Fieldfares was seen in mid-Norfolk on August 10th by Mr. 
Stuart Curtler (Brit. Birds, XIX., p. 131). 

REDSTART (Phcenicurus ph. fhoenicurus).—The Redstart 
as a nesting species appears to be still more or less confined 
to the extreme south-west corner of Norfolk, where, however, 
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it seems to be holding its own. Mr. N. Tracy had three pairs 
nesting within his bird sanctuary at South Wootton, one of 
which reared two broods, and he knew of two other nests in 
the immediate neighbourhood, while Mr. A. H. Macpherson 
on April 26th met with seven males within a small area of 
woodland in another part of south-west Norfolk. One pair 
at least probably nested within the northern half of the county, 
as both Dr. Long and Mr. Q. Gurney saw a pair upon several 
occasions during the summer at the edge of a wood alongside 
the road between Taverham and Attlebridge. 

BLUETHROAT ({Luscinia svecica).—I have records of only 
three Bluethroats during the year, viz. : Two at Cley, one on 
September 7th, and one on October 13th (Pinchen), and one 
at Scolt Head on September 17th (E. Turner). 

KINGFISHER (Alcedo a. ispida).—A Kingfisher killed itself 
against the light of the Lynn Wells Light Vessel at 3 a.m. on 
September 16th (W. S. Sharman), making the fourth record 
which I have of this species being killed at lighthouses or 
lightships off the Norfolk coast in autumn. 

LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua),—Miss Turner's Scolt Head 
notes contain records of autumn movements of the Little Owl 
which seem to suggest a possible migration. On September 
1st one appeared to fly in from the direction of the sea and 
settled upon the Watcher's tent. On October 3rd another 
appeared to fly in from the sea, whilst on October 15th and 
October 25th several passed over the hut at dusk calling, and 
on October 24th one was found early in the morning on the 
sandhills. 

SHORT-EARED OWL (ASIO f. flammeus).—A few pairs of 
Short-eared Owls nested as usual in the Broads district. 
Another nest—the first, I believe, for many years—was found 
in the " Breck " country, but on the Suffolk side of the 
boundary. This contained nine eggs which hatched on 
May 15th (H. A. Gilbert). Yet another pair were constantly 
seen on Scolt Head throughout the early summer, but their 
nest was never found (E. Turner). 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER (Circus pygargus),—-The number of 
breeding pairs in Norfolk was, I am glad to say, well 
maintained. 

HEN-HARRIER (C. C. cyaneus).—A female Hen-Harrier was 
shot at Runham on November 30th (E. C. Saunders). 

SPOONBILL (Platalea I. Ieucorodia).—On November 25th a 
Spoonbill was shot on the Norfolk shore of the Wash and was 
shown to me in the flesh. It was a very small bird in juvenile 
plumage, the primary and secondary quill-feathers being 
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splashed with black. This is the latest date upon which a 
Spoonbill has occurred in Norfolk, the only other November 
record being November 21st, 1908, when one was killed on 
Breydon. Another late bird was seen by the keeper at 
Salthouse on October 18th and 19th ; there being, I believe, 
only one other Norfolk record for October, viz. : October 5th 
and 6th, 1905. Two more were seen at Salthouse on 
July 18th (L. Lloyd), and I understand that several 
visited Breydon during the summer, but can give no dates, 
owing to the Watcher's note-book having been unfortunately 
lost. 

NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax n. nycticorax).—On May 22nd 
an adult Night-Heron was seen by three reliable observers on 
Wroxham Broad. It flew up from a reed-bed and perched 
in an alder tree beside the Broad, where it allowed a close 
approach, and from the description which was given me of 
its small size, its black mantle, yellow legs and the long white 
streamers from the nape, there can, I think, be no doubt 
whatever as to its identification. 

BITTERN (Botaums s. stellaris).—Reports of the nesting of 
the Bittern in 1925 are eminently satisfactory. The number 
of nesting pairs continues to increase, and there is evidence 
of a further extension of their nesting area. 

PINTAIL x MALLARD HYBRID.—Mr. E. C. Saunders informs 
me that he received on December 1st a Pintail X Mallard 
hybrid drake which had been shot at Hickling. 

GARGANEY (Anas querquedula).—Five pairs nested in their 
favourite locality in the Broads district this year. 

SURF-SCOTER (Oidemia perspicittata).—Miss Turner has 
already reported (anfea, p. 234) that she was able to identify 
a flock of seven Surf-Scoters which were swimming in the 
sea off Scolt Head on October 2nd. This record is, I think, 
a very interesting one, and it is the first time that this rare 
vagrant has been observed off the Norfolk coast. 

ROCK-DOVE (Columha I. Hvia).—The first example of a 
genuine wild Rock-Dove, which, so far as I am aware, has 
ever occurred in Norfolk, was picked up dead—wounded in 
the breast —at Ludhani on Dec. 9th, and kindly forwarded to me 
by Mr. A. H. Patterson. Mr. Witherby and I have compared 
this bird with the large series of Rock-Doves in the former's 
collection, and in colouring, size and type, and especially in 
the character of the bill, it matches them exactly, and in fact 
could not be picked out from amongst them. Moreover, to 
make doubly certain, I showed it to Captain Lea Rayner, a 
well-known judge of Homing Pigeons, who judges the Homer 
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Classes at some of the leading Pigeon Shows, and he imme
diately expressed the opinion that it could not be the produce 
of an}? domestic Pigeons, however inbred and " run wild." 
It must have been a late hatched bird, as it had only moulted 
the five innermost primaries. Possibly the severe weather 
prevailing at the time, with blizzards and snow storms, may 
have accounted for its presence in Norfolk, the nearest 
breeding-place of the Rock-Dove being, I believe, the cliff? 
ot the Yorkshire coast. 

OYSTERCATCHER (Hmmatopus o. ostralegus).—In the year 
1913 an Oystercatcher's nest was found at Blakeney Point, 
containing six eggs, and each year since then, within a few 
yards of the same spot, there has been a nest, usually containing 
the same number (in 1923 there were six, and in 1924 five). 
This year this nest contained a clutch of seven, which, however, 
did not hatch. R. Pinchen the Watcher is fully convinced 
that two females lay in this nest each year, and he is, moreover, 
equally convinced that their mate is the same individual male 
of the original pair which nested at the Point for the first time, 
after an interval of many years, in 1906. If Pinchen is right, 
which, from the terms of intimacy he appears to be upon with 
this bird, I am inclined to think he may be, this would make 
the nineteenth year of this Oystercatcher's tenancy of this 
particular ridge of shingle ! 

KENTISH PLOVER (Charadrius alexandrinus).—Miss Turner 
has already reported (antea, p. 235) the occurrence of two 
Kentish Plover, which she was able to identify at Scolt Head 
on October 7th. 

LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus).—A Lapwing, bearing a 
Witherby ring No. Z. 2166, which was reported by Mr. Skerrett 
Rogers as having been killed at Cley on November 28th, was, 
I learn from Mr. Witherby, ringed as a nestling at Cley on 
June 8th, 1924. It is interesting to find a bird of this species 
in the locality where it was hatched, during the winter of the 
following year, and it is an example of how individuals of the 
same species vary as to the extent of their migratory 
movements. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK (Tringa erythropus).—As in the case 
of the Black-tailed Godwit, fewer Spotted Redshanks were 
recorded in 1925 than in the previous year. Major Daukes 
saw one at Cley on August 26th, and single birds were seen by 
Mr. E. C. Arnold at Cley and Morston on September 9th, 
September 12th and September 14th, whilst a female in first 
winter plu nage was killed on Breydon on October 22nd 
(Saunders). 
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GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius).—One was seen 
by Mr. A. H. Macpherson on September 19th swimming on 
the pond at Weybourne. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. litnosa).—Compared with 
the past few years, very few Black-tailed Godwits appear to 
have visited Norfolk in 1925, and the only records I have 
are of one in the Broads district on April 29th (J. Vincent), 
one at Cley on August 28th, and another at Cley on September 
4th (Major A. H. Daukes). 

GREAT SNIPE (Capella media).—Two Great Snipe were 
obtained during the autumn, one near Gorleston on Septenber 
23rd (W. W. Cook), and one at Warham, now in the Holkham 
collection, on September 29th (A. E. Tower). 

WOODCOCK [Scolopax r. rusticola).—A Woodcock's nest was 
found at Horsford on April 15th containing four eggs, which 
were later on unfortunately sucked by a hedgehog. 

GULL-BILLED TERN (Gelochelidon nilotica).—A small party 
of Gull-billed Terns seems to have found its way to Norfolk 
in May, upon the 17th of which month Dr. S. H. Long watched 
one hawking insects over Langmere, whilst upon the same day 
Mr. A. H. Patterson independently identified four more on 
Breydon (Eastern Daily Press, May 23rd). This is the first 
occurrence of the Gull-billed Tern in Norfolk since 1906, when 
one was shot on Breydon on September 5th. 

SANDWICH TERN (Sterna s. sandvicensis) ,•—Only eight 
pairs of Sandwich Terns nested at Blakeney Point in 1925, 
and none at Salthouse, all the remainder having this year 
gone to Scolt Head, where over 600 pairs nested. The first 
arrival at Blakeney Point was on April 8th, but the main 
arrival took place on May n t h and the first egg was laid on 
May 19th. Out of the eight nests, there was one clutch of 
three eggs (Pinchen). At Scolt Head the first birds arrived on 
May 2nd and the first egg was laid on May 13th, and a count of 
the nests on June 16th showed 341 clutches of two, 257 clutches 
of one, and 3 clutches of three (E. Turner), 

ROSEATE TERN (Sterna d. dougallii) —A pair of Roseate 
Terns again bred in one of the Norfolk Tern colonies, the nest 
being within a few yards of that of the previous year. Two 
more pairs are also recorded by the Watcher as having nested 
in another colony. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus r. ridibundus) .—No less than 
five Black-headed Gulls ringed as nestlings on the Continent 
have been reported in Norfolk during 1925. 

No. C. 2461 (Prof. Jagerskiold) reported from Lynn on 
February 28th was ringed at Oland in the Baltic on June 23rd, 
1924 (Brit. Birds, XIX., p. 19). 
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No. 40645 (Herr Pedersen) killed on Breydon on September 
25th, was ringed at Zeeland, Denmark, on June 1st, 1922. 

No. 38989 (Rossitten) picked up dead by Mr. J. Ellis on 
Gorleston Beach on November 18th, was ringed on June 3rd, 
1925, at Guhlan, near Dresbitz, Posen, Prussia. 

No. 35769 (Rossitten) killed at Yarmouth on December 14th 
(A. H. Patterson) was ringed in June 1925 on the Island of 
Riems, Pomerania. 

No. 36129 (Rossitten) picked up dead at Old Buckenham on 
Dec. 20th (A. H. Patterson), was ringed on June 2801,1925, on 
the Island of Riems, Pomerania. 

GLAUCOUS GULL (L. hyperboreus).—An immature Glaucous 
Gull was shot at Yarmouth on October 14th (E. C. Saunders), 
and another, also immature, at Blakeney, on December 12th 
(F. E. Gunn). 

GREAT SKUA (Stercorarius s. skua).—An adult female was 
killed at sea off Blakeney Point on September 15th (F. E. 
Gunn). 
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