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NOTES ON NESTLING BIRDS. 
BY 

COLLINGWOOD INGRAM. 

DURING the war, through the kindness of M. Van Kempen's 
heirs, I was given the opportunity of examining the extensive 
collection of mounted birds that this gentlemen had brought 
together in his private museum at St. Omer. Probably the 
most interesting feature of this collection was the compara
tively large number of specimens in nestling plumage, many 
of which were new to me. 

The following notes (copied from my Journal) were all made 
at the time, and refer to species not described in Witherby's 
Practical Handbook of British Birds, 
I. Roller (Coracias garrulus).—Down absent. 
II. A newly hatched nestling of the Squacco Heron, labelled 

" Ardea ralloides 7.VI.1901 [Dombrowski]." 
Thinly covered with white down, with a buff tinge on the 

shoulders. On the head there is a distinct crown of coarse, 
" wiry " down, this being of a brownish-buff colour. 
III. A nestling Black Stork probably about three weeks old, 

labelled " Ciconia nigra 7.6.79 Pommern [Schluter]." 
Densely covered with white down, this being long, loose and 

soft in texture. This down is quite independent of the 
contour feathers, most, if not all, of which bear minute tufts 
of a previous generation of down, also white in colour. The 
primary, secondary and tail feathers do not bear these tufts. 
IV. A newly hatched Egyptian Vulture {Neophron percnop-

terus) labelled " Vultur percnopterus." 
Down white, evenly distributed over the whole body. 

V. A newly hatched Spotted Eagle (Aquila clanga).—Down 
white. 

VI. The collection contained two young Ospreys, Pandion 
halicetus, one about two weeks old and the other, 
apparently, a few days. The following is a description 
of the younger bird. 

Above dusky, smoky-brown, with a conspicuous sandy-
buff dorsal streak. Head sandy-buff with a lighter streak on 
the nape. There is a dark, smoky-brown patch in front and 
behind the eye. Under surface creamy-white. The dark 
areas on the back are mottled with lighter buff. The down is 
short and dense in texture. 

A patterned nestling garb in a raptoral bird is very unusual. 
The newly hatched Lammergeyer (Gypaetus barbatus grandis) 
has a distinct greyish-brown patch round the eye, but its dense 
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covering of down is otherwise white, or white tinged with 
buffish. I believe these are the only two European species 
showing well-defined markings in the nestling stage. 
VII. A newly hatched specimen of the Caspian Plover 

(Charadrius asiaticus) labelled " Charadrius caspius. 
Steppes de Kirghiz [Schliiter]." 

Above white with a faint creamy or sandy tinge ; more 
tawny and sandy on the forearm. Crown, back, and forearm 
spotted with sooty black, the spots being somewhat more 
massed in the centre of the crown and back. Under surface 

NESTLING O S P R E Y . 

white. Down, plush-like, with a silky gloss or lustre on the 
light portions of the upper parts. No loral or frontal streaks. 

It may be noted that a nestling in down of this species has 
been described and figured in Dresser's Birds of Europe, Vol. 7. 

In the Practical Handbook of British Birds the nestling of 
the Sociable Plover, Chettusia gregaria, is likened to that of 
V. vanellus. The specimen so named in the Van Kempen 
collection bears no resemblance to the young of this species 
and agrees with the description (taken from a coloured plate) 
given in Dresser's Birds of Europe. 


