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FLEDGING-PEKIODS OF SOME BRITISH BIRDS. 
BY 

T. G. LONGSTAFF AND F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

THE following fledging-periods do not appear in the Practical 
Handbook. The cases are all from my note-books except 
one Spotted Flycatcher, which I owe to my neighbour, Mr. 
Ian Bennett. By the fledging-period is meant the number 
of days in the nest from the first hatching. In order to obtain 
a perfect " case " the nest must be visited on the day before 
hatching, on the day of hatching, on the day before leaving 
the nest, and on the day of leaving the nest ; but since the 
natural period often varies by a day it seems worth while to 
include a few cases in which the possible error was only one 
day—-as indicated by the word " or " in the following list. 
The period for the Blue Tit is suspiciously consistent, but 
the data were obtained from nesting-boxes in 1887, 1923 and 
1925, under very favourable conditions. The difficulties of 
correct observation are great and additional published data 
are required for all species before we can attempt to discover 
the controlling factor. 

Fledging-period. 
Days. 

Lesser Redpoll (Carduelis I. cabaret) ... 12 and 13 
Bullfinch (Pyrrhula p. nesa) 14 or 15 
Great Tit (Parus m. newtoni) ... 16, 17, 17 

Ditto Second laying, three eggs, 
2 hatched 17 or 18 

Blue Tit (Parus c. obscurus) 21, 21, 21 
Long-tailed Tit (Mgithahs c. roseus)... 18 
Golden-crested Wren (Regulus r. anglo-

rum) ... ... ... ... 14 
Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa s. 

striata) 12 and 13 
Robin (Erithacus r. melophilus) ... 12 
Hedge-Sparrow (Prunella m. occiden-

talis) 15 
Wren (Troglodytes t. troglodytes) ... 16 or 17 

For the Wryneck (Jynx t. torquilla) the Handbook gives 
incubation as " not less than two weeks and probably longer " : 
my only two complete cases each give 11 days from the laying 
of the last egg to the hatching of the first, and all the fertile 
eggs hatched within twenty-four hours of one another. 
Fledging-periods were 18 and 19 days. 
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In the case of a Nightjar (Caprimulgus eu. europaus) the 
young remained for 14 days within 10 feet of the " nest," 
making no attempt to fly : when I revisited the site on the 
18th day the young were gone, nor could the hen, which had 
always been very demonstrative, be found in the neighbour
hood. 

I can confirm the Handbook fledging-periods for the Red-
backed Shrike (Lanius c. collurio) 15 days (1 case) ; White-
throat (Sylvia c. communis) between 10 and 12 days (i case) ; 
Dartford Warbler (Sylvia u. dartfordiensis) 11 or 12 days 
(1 case).—T.G.L. 

The study of the Incubation and Fledging Periods of Birds 
is attended in most cases with so many difficulties that all 
contributions based on careful observation are very welcome. 
We can only expect to reach the final truth by the mean of 
many independent workers. Even since the publication of 
my earliest notes in the Practical Handbook on the subject, 
a good deal of additional information has come to hand, 
modifying in some cases the results then arrived at. In the 
present note I propose to treat only of those species men
tioned by Dr. Longstaff. 

Lesser Redpoll (Carduelis I. cabaret).—Dr. Longstaff's 
estimate of the fledging-period agrees fairly closely with that 
of Mr. G. C. S. Ingram, n - 1 2 days. 

British Bullfinch (Pyrrhula p. nesa).—Miss F. Pitt has 
recorded a flying-period of 16 days in one case observed. 

British Great Tit (Parus m. newtoni) .—In the case of this 
species there is rather a remarkable discrepancy in the records. 
Dr. Longstaff s four records all range between 16 and 18 days. 
C. Kingsley Siddall (Z00L, 1910, p. 207-210 ; Br. B., Ill, 
p. 186) in a very careful study of the history of one brood, 
noted that the nestlings were fully feathered on the 21st day, 
and left the nest on the 23rd day ! I find in my notes for 
1917 that a Great Tit, which began to sit on May 26, in Berk
shire, had all the young still in the nest on June 30th, while 
the young left on the following day. Allowing 14 days for 
incubation, this would give a fledging-period of at least 21 
days. As this is a species on which observation is easy, it 
would be interesting to receive records, preferably from 
different districts during the coming spring. 

British Long-tailed Tit (Mgithalos c. roseus).—~M.r. R. H. 
Brown gives 15 days in two cases watched, as against 18 days 
by Dr. Longstaff. 

British Goldcrest (Regulus r. anglorum).—Mr. J. Steele 
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Elliott estimates the fledging-period as 16-19 days, consider
ably longer than 14 days given above. 

Spotted Fly-catcher {Muscicapa s. striata).—Here the ob
servers are pretty closely agreed: 13 days (S. E. Brock) ; 
12-13 days (J. Steele Elliott) ; young brooded for 12 days 
only (J. H. Owen). 

British Robin (Erithacus r. melophilus).—R. H. Brown gives 
11-13 days and A. J. Wilkinson 14 days. 

Wren {Troglodytes t. troglodytes).—16 days in one case (F. C. 
R. Jourdain). 

With regard to the incubation period of the Wryneck, 
previous information has been of a very unsatisfactory nature 
and Dr. Longstaff's records are most useful. The fledging-
period is variable. S. Kendall Barnes gives it as 20 days, 
but notes that one young bird remained a week after the rest. 
Dr. J. H. Salter {in litt.) gives 21 days, and he also observed 
that one young bird remained three days after the rest had 
gone and was led by the parents. 

Nightjar {Caprimulgus eu. europceus).—0. R. Owen notes 
that the young remain by their birthplace for 11 days and 
J. S. T. Walton states that the period is just over two weeks. 
—F.C.R.J. 


	Fledging-periods of some British birds
	Lesser Redpoll
	Bullfinch
	Great Tit
	Blue Tit
	Long-tailed Tit
	Golden-crested Wren
	Spotted Flycatcher
	Robin
	Hedge-Sparrow
	Wren
	Lesser Rodpoll
	British Bullffinch
	British Great Tit
	British Long-tailed Tit
	British Goldcrest
	Spotted Flycatcher
	British Robin
	Wren
	Nightjar


