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ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SOUTHERN AND 
NORTHERN GUILLEMOTS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 

BY 

H. F. WITHEREY. 

IN British Birds, Vol. XVI., pp. 323-4, I published some notes 
on the Common Guillemot and described the birds breeding 
in England, Wales and Ireland and Ailsa Craig as Uria aalge 
albionis, paler and on the whole rather smaller than the 
typical form Uria aalge aalge. At the time, owing to lack of 
specimens from breeding localities, I could not define the exact 
breeding ranges of the two forms in Britain, nor indeed say 
for certain whether the dark northern form bred in this 
country or not. 

Since that date Miss L. J. Rintoul has taken a great deal 
of trouble to obtain specimens from various breeding localities 
in Scotland and has most generously forwarded them to me 
for comparison. I am also much indebted to the Rev. J. M. 
McWilliam, who has been good enough to procure some 
specimens for me from West Scotland. 

As a result of the interest taken by these two ornithologists 
in the subject I am able to say definitely that the dark northern 
form Uria aalge aalge breeds in the Shetlands (Out Skerries), 
Outer Hebrides (Barra) and certain Inner Hebrides (Treshnish 
Islands and Canna). 

Two specimens from the Isle of May (Firth of Forth) are as 
dark as typical Iceland birds, while a third as well as two 
from St. Abb's Head are not so dark, yet they are all darker 
than specimens of Uria a, albionis from Yorkshire. Similar 
intermediate examples from Gotland (Sweden) and Heligo
land are considered by some ornithologists to be worthy of 
subspecific rank. I agree that the fact that they are inter
mediate is very important and names are only given to 
accentuate and define such facts, but the birds from these 
localities seem to me too variable to separate as a distinct 
race, and, as they are on the whole more like the dark northern 
form U. a. aalge; I prefer to call them by that name. 

I have not yet been able to examine specimens from the 
southern Inner Hebrides nor from the Fame Isles, and the 
most northern breeding places of the southern form (Uria a. 
albionis), so far as I have yet been able to ascertain, are Ailsa 
Craig (N. Lat. 55° 15') on the west and Flamborough Head 
,(N. Lat. 540 8') on the east. 


