
LETTER 
LIFTING POWER OF T H E GOLDEN EAGLE, 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS.—When I was filming the Golden Eagle two and three years ago 
I had good opportunities of observing the weight-lifting powers of the 
bird. In one eyrie there was a lamb not less than a fortnight old, and at 
another I saw the male Eagle bring mountain hares to the nest. On 
one of his visits he was flying a t a height of about 500 feet and seemed 
to be carrying the hare with the greatest ease ; and on another occasion 
he flew across the great valley beneath the nest, and it looked as if the 
hare made no difference to his flight or speed of travelling. Also he 
had no difficulty in landing a t the nest with these burdens. 

In my opinion, an Eagle with its full flight-feathers, tha t is, pro
viding it is not moulting, would have no difficulty in carrying hares or 
young lambs distances of two or three miles. OLIVER G. P I K E . 
LBIGHTON BUZZARD. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

S I R S , — I am convinced this question needs a great deal more investi
gation. I have lived in Golden Eagle country all my life almost, 
and I think it is a very remarkable thing how seldom one sees the 
Eagle strike down or carry its prey. During the summer of 1924 I 
watched for three days a t an eyrie in sheep country. There were three 
or four lambs in the eyrie, all in an advanced stage of decomposition, 
and the shepherd was quite certain that all these lambs were stillborn 
ones. During the summer of 1925 my wife and I watched a t an 
Eagle's eyrie almost daily for twelve weeks of the Eaglets' nestling 
period. During this time the heaviest prey brought was roe-deer 
calves, four of which met their end. They may, of course, have been 
left by their does or even stillborn ; even to see a certain animal in the 
eyrie does not prove that the Eagle actually killed it. The ease with 
which Eagles can be caught in traps baited with hares or cats shows 
tha t they like carrion. The blue hares brought t o this eyrie were 
generally brought from above. The eyrie was situated about 1,500 ft. 
above the sea, with hills 2,000 ft. higher up and forest 500 ft. below. 
The roe-deer calves must all have been found not less than 500 ft. 
below the nest. 

On June 28th my wife was in the hide when a roe calf was brought. 
I should mention tha t the eyrie was in a tree on a very steep hillside. 
Judging by the behaviour of the young Eaglets at 10.45 on this day 
the cock Eagle landed on a tree below the tree on which the eyrie was 
situated. Here, to the indignation of the Eaglets, the cock remained 
for a quarter of an hour. Then with much flapping, heard by my wife, 
the cock flew up the steep hillside and landed on the edge of 
the eyrie, carrying the roe calf in one foot. He was quite exhausted 
and had his beak wide open for several minutes, although he 
had rested for a quarter of an hour in a neighbouring tree. The 
calf was under a week old but was minus the head and part of the 
entrails. At this eyrie we noticed that the prey was always 
carried in one foot. I t appears tha t the evidence on this sub
ject is conflicting, and probably a great deal depends on the actual 
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circumstances, such as wind and position of the prey ; but the day my 
wife observed the roe calf being brought there was no wind to help the 
Eagle and this may account for his exhaustion. 

This season I hope to make some more observations from a hide and 
if possible to weigh some of the prey brought to the eyrie. 

SETON GORDON. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to my previous letter on this subject 
(pp. 259-60), John McKenzie, whom I mentioned as having further 
information on the subject, now writes me tha t of the five remains of 
lambs killed by Eagles he has seen, only one was whole. This was a 
lamb about two days old and he thinks it was not lifted. 

Mr. W. Marshall has kindly obtained for me the following very 
interesting statement from a shepherd named John Gran t :— 

" Some years ago I was a shepherd in Inverlaidnan Glen. About the 
first week of May, in the height of the lambing season, I was an eye
witness of the following : 

" Along with another shepherd (now deceased), about eight o'clock 
in the evening, we were attending to a ewe and young lamb. We 
looked up and saw an Eagle about two hundred yards from us. I t 
circled round two or three times and made a swoop down at a lamb. 
The mother of the lamb promptly rushed a t the Eagle and knocked 
it on its back in the heather. After recovering from the blow the 
Eagle rose and flew away for about thir ty yards and dived down at 
another iamb and carried it away. He rose from the ground in circles 
to a considerable height and flew along the slope of the hill. He 
gradually descended again and when close to the ground lost hold of 
the lamb; which fell some fifteen or twenty feet into the heather. From 
the time the Eagle attacked the first lamb and carried away the second 
we shouted and made the dogs bark, but the bird was so determined 
tha t it did not heed us. When we got up to the lamb it was still alive 
and able to run a little. I t was bleeding on its right side from a nasty 
wound, and when we took it to its mother she refused to take it. We 
took the lamb home but it was dead next morning. The lamb was 
four days old and a good specimen. I vouch the above to be a perfect 
fact." 

On the evidence I think tha t the Golden Eagle takes lambs—-nearly 
always very shortly after birth—at times ; but that it does so on rare 
occasions only, otherwise more evidence would be forthcoming. More
over, Eagles hunt McKenzie's ground every day and he has had few 
losses in fifteen years. 

As regards the bird's weight-carrying capacity it seems to me tha t 
Mr. C. H. Donald has described it correctly, and that 10 to 11 lbs. is 
about the maximum on level ground. John McKenzie estimates the 
weight of newborn lambs to be 8 lbs., and says some shepherds put it 
as low as 6, while others think it to be as much as o lbs. However, 
Mr. William Marshall is going to weigh lambs this season in order to 
clear np this point. H, A. GILBERT. 
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