
TOTES 
BREEDING OF THE ICTERINE WARBLER IN 

ENGLAND. 
AT the February meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club 
I exhibited a clutch ot three eggs of the Icterine Warbler 
(Hippolais icterina) taken by myself at Mildenhall, near 
Marlborough, Wiltshire, on May "8th, 1907 (Bull. B.O.C., 
XLVI., p. 74). The nest was actually found on May 3rd, 
when the female was flushed off two eggs. It was in an alder, 
about four feet from the ground at the junction of several 
branches which formed a sort of cup, and was composed of 
moss and wool, with one or two scraps of birch bark on the 
outside as well as what appeared to be a piece of dirty yellowish 
paper. Owing to school restrictions I was not able to revisit 
the site till two days later, when T. C. K. Moore accompanied 
me in order to photograph the nest. There were then three 
eggs, and the hen flew off as before, but kept skulking within 
a few yards. Next day we went out again with the camera, 
but had considerable difficulty owing to the undergrowth and 
an inadequate tripod. Two days later the eggs were cold and 
no bird visible, and three days later it was evident that the 
nest was deserted. 

We spent a good deal of time hunting for a second nest, but 
without success. The nest was subsequently presented to the 
College Museum. Although on two or three previous occasions 
the eggs of some species of Hippolais have been found in 
England, they have all been ascribed on the evidence of the eggs 
to H. polyglotta. In this case we saw nothing of the male bird, 
and, having no previous experience of either species in the 
field, should not have been able to distinguish one from the 
other. However, the eggs are quite typical of the Icterine, 
rather paler than usual and showing little of the purplish-red 
tinge so conspicuous in H. polyglotta, and are also decidedly 
larger than ordinary eggs of that species, so that there is 
hardly any doubt that in this case it was the Icterine, and 
not the Melodious Warbler, which attempted to breed with us. 
It is rather significant that while only five specimens of the 
Melodious Warbler have been obtained in the British Isles, 
about thirty-five Icterines have been recorded. 

G. PYE-SMITH. 



312 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. xix. 

FLEDGING-PERIOD OF THE REDBREAST. 
A NEST of the Robin {Erithacus r. melophilus) which I had 
under observation last year (1925) had three out of six 
eggs hatched at 7.30 a.m. on May 3rd. Early in the 
morning of May 17th I again visited the nest and found that 
it contained six young. The nest was empty at 7 a.m. on 
the following day, so that the fledging-period was apparently 
fourteen days. I am inclined to think that in the case of the 
Robin, sitting is occasionally commenced before a clutch is 
complete. SYDNEY G. POOCK. 

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER IN 
CARNARVONSHIRE. 

IN view of the statement in Mr. H. E. Forrest'sFaunaof North 
Wales that there is no authentic record of the occurrence of 
the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates minor comminutus) 
in Carnarvonshire, it may be of interest to state that I 
watched a single bird of this species in the woods at Gloddaeth 
on April 5th, 1926. I have frequently seen the Great Spotted 
Wroodpecker in the same woods, but this is the first time in 
twenty years of constant observation that I have set eyes on 
the smaller bird with a barred back. 

It may also be of interest to add that Nuthatches are 
nesting in the same woods. I first observed Nuthatches in 
the wood early in the year 1908 (cf. B.B., Vol. II., p. 59), and 
curious to relate they are this vear occupying the same tree. 

RICHARD W. JONES. 

SPARROW-HAWK CATCHING A SNIPE. 
WHILST visiting a small marsh near Felsted, Essex, on 
March 30th, 1926, to see if any Snipe (Capella g. gallinago) 
were nesting, I put up four birds. They flew away 
and then circled back. Suddenly a hen Sparrow-Hawk 
(Accipter n. nisus) appeared, and travelling at a great pace 
seized one of them within twenty yards of me. It carried 
the Snipe about half the distance towards me, but seeing me 
released it, apparently unhurt, and both went off in different 
directions. This is the first time I have known a Sparrow-
Hawk take a Snipe. J. H. OWEN. 

FURTHER NESTING OF TUFTED DUCK IN 
CUMBERLAND. 

SINCE the recording of the nesting of the Tufted Duck 
(Nyroca fuligula) in Cumberland by Mr. F. H. Day (Vol. XVI. 
p. 109), this species has continued to nest within the county. 
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At the pond south of Carlisle where the first nest was found 
by me on June 14th, 1922, my friend Ritson Graham dis
covered a clutch of nine eggs on May 29th, 1924. 

On a fell tarn towards the eastern limits of the county, a 
winter resort of the species, I observed birds to stay as late 
as May 22nd, 1924. On June 7th, when I returned to search 
for possible nests, two pairs of Tufted Ducks were the 
only duck on the water. My companion and I eventually 
found their nests in a very swampy bed of sedge, barely six 
yards apart and ten or twelve from the water margin. 

The site had been entirely submerged through the rising 
of the tarn level on the previous week-end and consequently 
abandoned. 

The nests contained eight and six eggs respectively. 
Sufficient down and breast-feathers had been left by the 
receding water to establish ownership with certainty. 

During the season of 1925 I failed to find any signs of 
Tufted Ducks breeding at either of the above localities. 

ERNEST BLEZARD. 

SPOONBILL IN DORSET. 
ON March 19th, 1926, after easterly winds, I saw a fine adult 
Spoonbill (Platalea I. leucorodia) on Lodmoor, near Weymouth. 
The bird frequently consorted with some Herons, and was still 
there on March 20th, 27th and 29th, but I did not see it on 
April 12th, by which date it had probably passed on. 

F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

SPOTTED REDSHANKS IN SUSSEX. 
ON March 23rd, 1926, I watched a pair of Spotted Redshanks 
(Tringa erythropus) in a marshy field adjoining the sea, near 
Worthing. The}' were in company with Common Redshanks 
(7". totanus) so comparison was easy, and I was able to note 
their greater size, longer bills and legs, and their dark secon
daries. One of them had a pure white throat and upper-
breast, whilst the other had these parts mottled and some very 
conspicuous black patches on its belly and flanks. 

D. L. DUNKIN. 

WOOD-LARK IN PEMBROKESHIRE.—Mr. H. A. Gilbert 
writes that he watched a Wood-Lark {Lullula arborea) singing 
near Tenby on March 7th, 1926. The species appears to 
have decreased considerably and to be chiefly known as a 
winter-visitor to the count}', so that evidence as to its present 
status as a breeding species seems to be important. 
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RED-BACKED SHRIKE BREEDING IN PEMBROKES HI RE.— 
Mr. H. A. Gilbert reports that he found a Red-backed Shrike 
(Lanius c. collurio) feeding young near Pembroke in July, 1924, 
and Major W. M. Congreve informs us that during six years 
residence in the county he only met with one pair, and that had 
a nest of five eggs at Angle, eight miles west of Pembroke, on 
June 2nd, 1908. 

SCANDINAVIAN CHIFFCHAFF IN SOMERSETSHIRE.—Mr. A. L. 
Butler exhibited at the February, 1926, meeting of the British 
Ornithologists' Club (Bull. B.O.C., XLVL, p . 68), a male 
example of Phylloscopus collybita abielinus, which had been 
obtained by Mr. F . H. L. Whish at Lympsham, Somerset, on 
April 6th, 1925. Although this form of the Chiffchaff has 
been detected on a number of occasions on various Scottish 
Islands there is but one previous record for England. 

GARDEN-WARBI .ER NESTING IN PEMBROKESHIRE.—Major 
\Y. M. Congreve informs us tha t Mr. James Wynne found a 
nest of Sylvia borin just outside Pembroke on June 4th, 1907. 
The eggs are now in Major Congreve's collection and appear 
to be the only evidence of the nesting of this species in the 
county. 

POLYGAMY IN THE ACCIPITRES.—In a previous note on this 
subject (antea, p. 180), reference was made to cases in which 
males of Montagu's Harrier (Circus pygargus) and the Hen-
Harrier (C. cyaneus) had paired with two females of the same 
species, each having a separate nest, but at no great distance 
apart . Mr. L. S. Dear, of Port Arthur, Ontario, has kindly 
sent us details of a very similar case observed by him near 
Kegina, Saskatchewan, in April and May, 1921, and reported 
in a note to the Oologist, XL., p. 167. The birds in question 
were the American Marsh-Hawk (Circus c. hudsonius). Two 
nests of this species, one with two eggs and another with five, 
were found about 150 yards apart , the discovery of the second 
nest being due to the excitement displayed by the male bird 
which had been very demonstrative at the first nest. Obser
vations were made for about two weeks on these birds and 
although the male was frequently traced to both nests, no 
fourth bird was ever observed, and the possibility of another 
male being present seems very remote, especially in view of 
the fact that almost exactly similar cases have occurred in 
Great Britain in two species of Harrier. Of these the 
European Hen-Harrier, C. cyaneus cyaneus, is now regarded 
by most modern ornithologists as conspecific with the American 
Marsh-Hawk, C. cyaneus hudsonius. 
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