
LETMS 
THE CALL-NOTE OF THE CHAFFINCH. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to Mr. W. H. Thorpe's note (antea, p. 283) on 
the call-note of the Chaffinch, I remember, as a boy, that my father 
used to say that the Chaffinch (Eriiigilla c. cwlebs) sometimes used 
this Greenfinch-like call. I have myself heard it, once or twice, but 
very rarely in England. 

At the end of June and beginning of July, 1925, I was in Switzerland 
in the Val d'Anniviers, Yalais, first at Zinal, then a t St. Luc, both 
these places being at about 5,500 ft. Here the Chaffinch was the chief 
singing bird, and I several times heard it utter this Greenfinch-like 
note. The forest in this district is, of course, coniferous. 

It is possible that this note is not so rarely heard in England as is 
generally supposed, though it certainly is not common. It so closely 
resembles that of the Greenfinch that in places where both birds are 
common it may often pass unnoticed. H. W. MAPLETON-BREE. 

LIFTING POWER OF T H E GOLDEN EAGLE. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS ,—I notice this very interesting subject is again attracting 
attention in your columns, and that one of your correspondents {antea, 
p. 259) remarked he is " unable to accept " the evidence of a man, he 
somewhat contemptuously refers to as a nameless " soldier." which 
1 related in my letter on the subject (Vol. XV., p. 24). 

But the man was not a " soldier," he was a Highland ghillie, of 
about 40 years of age, on a large estate in the north of Scotland, where 
he had spent his life—and then down south for the first time in training 
for a soldier—whose evidence on the point seems more useful than the 
opinion of any amateur naturalist. 

I notice in the correspondence that my letter alone gives any evidence 
as to the actual weight of the object carried, taken at the time it was 
dropped. ARTHUR R. GILLMAN. 

REDSHANK'S METHOD OF OBTAINING FOOD. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—On February 28th, 1926, whilst watching Redshanks (Tringa 
t. tolanus) which had congregated on the soft mud left by the out-going 
tide I noticed one particular bird jump up off the mud twice in succes
sion. Mr. F . G. Dell, who was with me a t the time, noticed the same 
thing. The methods by which shore-birds obtain worms by stamping, 
vibrating the feet on the sand, or jumping, has to some extent been 
discussed in Br.tmh Birds (X \ 1.. pp. 228, 292, 316)., but I am not aware 
of any reference having been made therein or elsewhere to the jumping 
of the Redshank in particular. SYDNEY G. I'OOCK. 

T H E BIRDS OF SUFFOLK. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—I have been a t work collecting notes for a book on the " Birds 
of Suffolk " for many years past. May 1 appeal to any and all who 
may have any notes of interest, not necessarily of rarities only, on 
Suffolk birds to communicate with me. CLAUD B. TICEHURST. 
GROVE HOUSE, LOWESTOFT. 
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