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BREEDING OF THE DOTTEREL IN THE 
PENNINES IN 1925. 

BY 

ERNEST BLEZARD. 
IN 1922, I learned from a friend that he had found a nest of 
the Dotterel (Eudromias morinellus) in the Pennines many 
years ago, and he pointed out the neighbourhood of the site 
to me. During the seasons of 1923-4 I made many unsuccess
ful trips to the Pennines bordering the Lake counties in 
search of breeding Dotterel, but my efforts were often 
defeated by the inclemency of the mountain weather. 

In 1925, I arrived at my usual hunting-ground on the 
morning of June 6th. That day's search, like all previous, 
proved unproductive. 

The following morning—after spending the night on the 
fell—I was on the move back to the tops as soon as the rising 
sun began to dispel the heavy mists. The heights I aimed 
for have their flat summits littered with limestone outcrop 
projecting through short dense grass and lichens. 

On the top first gained a lengthy and systematic search 
was unproductive. 

While quartering the actual summit plateau of a second 
height, somewhat over 2,500 it. above sea level, I made my 
first acquaintance with the Dotterel at home, when a brooding 
bird fluttered off the nest ten yards before me. Many times 
I had closely passed to one side or other, but it had not made 
any move until I made a direct approach. 

The bird, whose sex I was unable to decide, at once began 
to distract my attention from the eggs. After darting across 
my path it gradually worked further and further away in a 
series of halt circles ; finding no response on my part it ran 
back to my feet and repeated the performance. These 
manoeuvres were carried out rapidly, the bird creeping with 
legs well bent and breast close to ground, the broadly striped 
head retracted in line with the back and the fail depressed, 
full spread and trailed upon the ground, the rump-feathers 
raised and the wings held loosely. The yellow margins of 
the ruffled upper plumage and the fluff ed-out chestnut flank-
feathers attracted the eye. Each time the bird described a 
curve the outside wing was momentarily raised. When I sat 
down beside the nest it ran up to my feet, preened its feathers 
and moved around with a more Plover-like carriage. So long 
as I kept still it betrayed little anxiety, but any movement on 
my part was sufficient to cause the recommencement of its 
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former behaviour. Occasionally it would straighten up to 
snap at and swallow a crane-fly from among the myriads 
swarming over the fell top. 

A note was uttered only three or four times, this, a single 
syllabled " windy " whistle, was pitched so very low that if 
one's attention were not on the bird it might have passed 
unnoticed. 

During my stay at the nest, no second bird put in an 
appearance. 

A natural hollow in the turf, surrounded by embedded 
stones and near the plateau edge, had been adapted to receive 
the eggs. Roughly three and a half inches in diameter, it 
had been comparatively deep, but was filled almost level with 
fragments of lichen; consequently, the three handsome eggs 
were quite conspicuous and easily discernible at twelve paces 
distant, that of course when their position was known. 

On June 14th, I returned to the same locality with my 
friend, Ritson Graham. 

As we were steadily pacing the plateau, which I had 
searched unsuccessfully on June 7th, a Dotterel bobbed up 
some ten yards in front of my friend and gave every indication 
of having quitted the nest. Its behaviour corresponded with 
that of the bird first met with, except that the tail was held 
horizontally ; also that one or two low notes were uttered at 
the commencement. When I moved nearer, the bird ran 
towards us, mounted a slight eminence and stood erect almost 
motionless. While Graham hastened back to where he had 
dumped his photographic equipment I lay down to continue 
observation. The bird then ran off without any subterfuge 
whatever and resettled on the nest ten yards from where I lay. 

Erecting his camera, Graham first made a distant exposure, 
then by crawling carefully nearer, so as not to disturb his 
subject, succeeded in making a series of exposures from a 
distance of four feet. 

In an attempt to obtain a photograph of the sitting bird in 
a more alert position than the crouching attitude adopted, we 
made a variety of noises and movements. Throughout our 
efforts it appeared interested rather than perturbed, and 
refused to move. Even the ominous croak of a passing 
Raven, a sound I have known to have such a disturbing effect, 
on other birds, failed to arouse attention. 

Small flies which came buzzing near the nest were snapped 
at, and several caught and swallowed. 

In order that the bird could be photographed beside the 
eggs, I gently lifted it from the nest, but each time I withdrew 
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my hand, it immediately raised the under-feathers and 
plumped down again. Tiring of our interference, the sorely 
tried Dotterel reverted to decoying actions and broke silence 
with a low cheeping cry, at first intermittent, but becoming 
continuous as anxiety increased. The note resembled nothing 
.so much as that of a domestic duckling of tender age. 

Wishing to test the old-time tales of the Dotterel aping the 
fowler's movements, I raised my arms alternately when 
sitting a yard from the bird ; curiously enough, it responded 
by raising each wing in turn. 

No second bird appeared at any time. 
Like the first nest, a natural hollow close to the edge of the 

summit plateau had been adapted and lined with fragments 
of lichen. The hollow was sheltered on one side by a slab 
of rock which projected a few inches above the ground. 

The three eggs, a trifle smaller and more lightly marked 
than those first found, were apparently much incubated. 

I must have passed the sitting bird many times during my 
searches the previous week. 

On June 28th, we again visited the high ground of the 
Pennines. On a stretch of plateau-land, immediately below 
the summit of a higher fell than those on which the other 
nests were found, Graham almost trod on a deserted Dotterel 
nest. Its altitude would closely correspond with the others, 
something over 2,500 feet. It differed in being a typical 
limicoline " scrape " lined with fine bents. Within a foot, a 
similar scrape, unlined, showed the Dotterel to possess the 
characteristic trait of the order in making more than one 
nest hollow. They were formed in a small mound on stone-
littered ground, but not in close proximity to stones as the 
former nests were. The site agreed in being close to the 
plateau edge. Of the clutch of three, only one sound egg 
remained, this along with a shattered one, still lay in the nest. 
Both resembled in general colour and markings the eggs 
previously found. The shell of the third egg lay outside the 
nest and had an unusual ground of a deep cream-colour, with 
a zone of blackish blotches. No doubt the mischief had been 
done by a wandering fell sheep which had apparently set its 
foot in the nest. Incubation had been far advanced when 
the accident occurred, probably about ten days previously. 


