
MOTES 
MUD-DAUBED EGGS OF JACKDAW. 

SINCE the publication of my note on this subject (Vol. VIIL, 
p. 14) I have annually visited as many nests of the Jackdaw 
{Colceus m. spermologus) as possible without finding another 
case of the same sort. On April 30th, 1926, the first nest 
I looked in at Saling, Essex, contained four very well and 
evenly daubed eggs. As the weather in Essex had recently 
been very wet I thought that the daubing might have been 
accidental, but not a single egg in any other nest had the 
least speck of mud on i t ; the entrance holes to all the nests 
I visited were well smeared with mud. I can therefore only 
come to the conclusion that the mud was daubed on these 
eggs deliberately. All the birds had been sitting some time. 
The daubed eggs I took and have offered to the Essex 
Museum ; they had been sat on for nine or ten days ; three 
were fertile and one addled. These nests were all in holes 
in trees and the daubed eggs easily visible from the entrance. 

J. H. OWEN. 

COUES'S REDPOLL IN YORKSHIRE. 
MY friend, Mr. C. H. Hargreaves, picked up in his garden in 
Alma Square, very near the railway station at Scarborough, 
on Friday, December 18th, 1925, a small Finch in a disabled 
and dying condition. The bird was brought to me and 
proved on dissection to be a male, probably adult, the cause 
of death being a fracture of the base of the skull. From the 
large wing measurement and unspotted white rump I thought 
the bird might be Coues's Redpoll (Carditelis hornemanni 
exilipes). The skin was examined by Messrs. R. Fortune, 
H. F. Witherby, and Dr. Hartert, all of whom confirmed this 
identification. W. J. CLARKE. 

CROSSBILLS IN SURREY. 
ON August 2nd, 1025, two flocks of Crossbills (Loxia c. cv.r-
virostra), fifteen and sixteen in number, arrived in East Surrey, 
flying over the tops ot some fir trees uttering their charac
teristic notes, "chip-chip-chip," The flocks joined up and 
settled at the top of the firs. At a later date there were 
many more there. 

I examined the green cones, which the birds dropped in 
large numbers, but could find no trace of insects, nor young 
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seeds, and there did not seem much green fleshy substance to 
feed on. 

The Crossbills were still at the same spot on December 21st. 
C. W. COLTHRUP. 

MARKED WHEATEAR NESTING IN THREE 
DIFFERENT LOCALITIES. 

FOR ringing Wheatears (CEnanthe ce. cenanthe) I visit near 
Seaford, Sussex, five valleys, which are next to one another 
and roughly parallel. 

Ring A 2918 was put on a nestling Wheatear on May 18th, 
1923, in the most westerly valley. On May 17th, 1925, she 
was caught on eggs in the middle valley ; having deserted 
she was again caught sitting in a fresh nest in the most 
easterly valley on June 3rd, 1925 ; she continued to sit 
and reared four young (vide Vol. XIX., p. 98). 

On May 9th, 1926, she was caught in the second valley on 
the west, covering young two days old. 

Another Wheatear, which I caught and ringed (B.2509) as 
a breeding female on May 19th, 1924, I found nesting and 
recaptured on May 23rd, 1926, in a valley a mile away. 

It may be interesting to mention that this bird, in 1924, 
had its nest less than twenty yards away from the hole which 
was, in 1925, occupied by the first nest of A.2918. 

These records seem to show that some Wheatears are not 
strongly attached to any particular territory. 

J. F. THOMAS. 

REDSTART NESTING UNDER FURZE-BUSH. 
REDSTARTS (Phcenicurus ph. phcenicurus) were fairly common 
in east Surrey in T925, and on May 3rd I watched a female 
building her nest in a hole in dead furze needles, under a furze-
bush. Each time she brought material she was accompanied 
by the male, who sang snatches of song while she was in the 
hole. 

On the 9th there were three eggs which I replaced with 
Hedge-Sparrows, with the result that the nest was deserted. 
Later, I found three young Redstarts in a nest in a hole in a 
birch tree close by, probably the remainder of the clutch. 

C. W. COLTHRUP. 

GARGANEY, GADWALL AND GREAT SKUA 
IN LANCASHIRE. 

ON April 25th, 1926, when in company with Mr. R. Wagstaffe, 
I had a close view of a drake Garganey (Anas querquedula) at 
Ainsdale. The bird was consorting with Mallards and Sheld-
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Ducks on one of the dune tarns there. A drake Gadwall 
(Anas strepera) was in the same quarter on March 17th. 
We came across the bird several times during the day. 

As the Great Skua (Stercorarius s. skua) is an uncommon 
migrant on the vernal passage here, it may be worthy of 
mention that an adult was observed by Mr. Wagstaffe and 
myself on Ainsdale Beach on March 7th. When put up, the 
Skua took a north-westerly course. 

The Brent Goose (Branta bernicla) is also uncommon on 
the local dune coast. I saw a small skein flying low and 
south-west during the snowfall of January 17th, 1926. 

F. W. HOLDER. 

HARLEQUIN-DUCK IN LANCASHIRE. 
THROUGH the kindness of Mr. R. Mason of Poolstock, Wig an, 
I have examined an adult drake Harlequin (Histrionicus his-
trionicus) which was shot about ten years ago at Crossens at 
the mouth of the Ribble. It was shot in flight by a Mr. 
Valender of Wigan, whom I have not seen, but who gave 
his information to Mr. Mason. The actual date is uncertain, 
but Valender was sure that it was during the war; on that 
point he was quite clear, and he believed that the month was 
January. That it was fairly early in the war years I gather 
from the statement he made that it was before paper money 
came into use, and I should say that it was in the winter of 
1914-15 or 1915-16, though he thought it was in either 1916 
or 1917. The bird was with one or two other ducks, all 
flying very fast, when he dropped it, but there is no evidence 
that these were Harlequins. He had no idea what it was, nor 
could any of his fellow wildfowlers identify it. After keeping 
it for some time, he gave it to a relative, from whom Mr. Mason 
purchased it when he saw what it was ; Mr. Mason confirmed 
his own identification by comparing the bird with Gould's 
plate and a specimen in the Liverpool Museum. 

It is a drake, apparently mature, for the tail-feathers are 
pointed, and the speculum is metallic. It was very clean 
when shot, so Valender says, and is in excellent condition. 
Piatt of Hindley, who mounted the bird, is, I believe, dead, 
so it is hardly possible to obtain the exact date. 

Mr. Hugh Wormald, from whom I enquired if there was the 
possibility that it was a bird that had escaped from captivity, 
assures me that if the bird is a Harlequin it can safely be 
recorded, as to the best of his knowledge only three birds have 
been in confinement in this country during the last fifty years, 
and these were three reared from eggs obtained from Iceland, 
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one of which is still alive in his possession. Another that he 
reared was killed by a stoat, and a bird reared by Mr. St. 
Quintin died in its first winter. T. A. COWARD. 

COLORATION OF SOFT PARTS OF NESTLING 
COMMON HERONS. 

THE following notes on the soft parts of the nestling Common 
Heron (Ardea c. cinerea) are based on observations taken at 
nests in 1925 and 1926. In all forty nestlings were examined 
ranging in age from newly-hatched young to birds in full 
juvenile plumage. 

Iris, yellow ; bill, upper mandible greyish-brown, becoming 
bluish-grey when the bird is feathered, lower mandible 
yellow ; legs and feet green, turning a greyish-brown in 
the juvenile bird. 

An adult Common Heron, caught on May 1st, 1925, through 
the bird being badly winged, had both mandibles coloured, 
yellow. R. H. BROWN. 

WOODCOCK BREEDING IN BUCKS. 

RECORDS of the breeding of the Woodcock (Scolopax r. 
msticola) in Bucks appear to be few and not recent. One is 
now, April 7th, 1926, sitting on four eggs in a wood in the 
neighbourhood of Whaddon. The nest is situated at the foot 
of a nut sapling in an open part of the oak wood, where the 
ground is mainly covered with tussocks of dried grass. There 
is no bracken in this wood. The four eggs, lying on a small 
bed of oak-leaves, are completely exposed to view when not 
covered by the sitting bird. H. L. COCHRANE. 

VARIETIES AMONG GULLS. 

IN the course of marking with rings 10,900 chicks of Gulls, 
and handling several hundred of others in addition, I have 
been very much struck by the very few varieties among them, 
as far as the plumage is concerned. Among this large number 
I have only met with two varieties. The first was a very 
pale coloured feathering chick of the Black-headed Gull (Lams 
ridibundus) in the Ravenglass colony in Cumberland on June 
10th, 1922, which I have preserved. The other was a fully 
feathered chick of the Lesser Black-backed Gull (Lams 
fuscus affinis) in the Scilly Isles on July 12th, 1925, which 
was a melanic variety, the under-parts being very dark 
brown. I did not preserve it, but marked it with ring 
No. 24621. 
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In the second sale of the late Sir V. Harpur Crewe's collec
tion at Stevens's in February, 1926, was an adult Herring-Gull 
(L. argentatus) whose primaries were white throughout. 

During the summer of 1925 a pair of what looked like 
enormous Herring-Gulls were evidently breeding on one of 
the Scilly Isles. The tips to the primaries were black, but 
the call and flight of the birds were those of the Great Black-
backed Gull (Lams marinus). They were most certainly not 
Glaucous Gulls. H, W. ROBINSON. 

GREAT BUSTARD IN YORKSHIRE. 
A GREAT BUSTARD (Otis tarda), as has already been reported 
in the Press, was picked up dead on Islebeck Grange Farm, 
near Thirsk, on March 1st, 1926. The bird had been noticed 
in the neighbourhood since about Christmas, and it is just 
possible that it had been noticed previously at Flamborough, 
where a so-called Eagle had been reported. 

The bird had not been shot, and it must have died of star
vation as it weighed only 6 lbs. 14 ozs. and was an adult, 
sexed a female by Mr. R. Lee, who stuffed it. At some time 
or other one of its legs had been broken, but this was an old 
injury perfectly healed. The liver was much enlarged, very 
hard and covered with white spots. RILEY FORTUNE. 

[The above occurrence and that already recorded from co. 
Cork (antea, p. 236) are interesting in view of the fact that 
a number of Great Bustards appeared in France in December, 
1925. The following are recorded in the Revue Francaise 
d'Orniiholigie, February, 1926, pp. 92-5, viz. :—December 8th 
Lorraine, December 9th three in Isere, about the same time 
occurrences in Saone et Loire, Cote-d'Or and Marne, and on 
December 24th in Oise. Others are mentioned in the April 
issue of the same journal. These records indicate a westward 
movement of the bird in unusual numbers.—EDS.] 

RARE BIRDS IN F~AIR ISLE.—Mr. J. Wilson records (Scot. 
Nat., 1926, p. 4) that a Faroe Snipe (Capella g. faeroeensis) 
was obtained by him at Fair Isle on December 23rd, 1925, 
and a female Hornemann's Redpoll (Carduelis h. horne-
manni) on November 12th, 1925. 

On the same page Mr. J. Stout states that he obtained at 
Fair Isle on October 24th, 1925, a male Lanceolated Warbler 
(Locustella lanceolata), which is only the fourth recorded 
British occurrence, and on November 9th a male Short-toed 
Lark (Calandrella b. brachydactyla). All these have been 
preserved in the Royal Scottish Museum, Edinburgh. 
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In the same issue of the Scottish Naturalist (pp. 7-10) 
Surgeon Rear-Admiral J. H. Stenhouse gives his observations 
at Fair Isle during a visit from September 3rd to October 7th, 
1925. Thirty to forty Redpolls, which proved to be of the 
Greenland race (C. linaria rostrata), were present in scattered 
parties, as also were some Lapland Buntings (Calcarius I. 
lapponicus) during the whole time of his visit. Other birds 
of interest were :—An Icterine Warbler (Hippolais icterina) 
on September 8th, a Yellow-browed Warbler (Phylloscopus 
h. prcemium) on September 17th, and another on the 19th, 
and on the same day a Rustic Bunting (Emberiza rustica). 
On September 20th an Ortolan Bunting (E. hortulana) is 
recorded, and this appears to be the first autumn record of 
the bird at Fair Isle since 1915. " After this date " (actual 
dates not given) notable arrivals included another Rustic 
Bunting, a Little Bunting (E. pusilld), a Scarlet Grosbeak (Car-
podacus erythrinus) and a male Siberian Lesser Whitethroat 
(Sylvia curruca affinis), this being the fourth record for Fair 
Isle of this bird, which has not yet been detected elsewhere 
in the British Islands. 

The occurrence of the Petchora Pipit, the Paddy-field 
Warbler and the Iceland Redwings, referred to on another 
page, make, with the records above mentioned, a wonderful 
list of rare visitors in one autumn even for Fair Isle. 

Admiral Stenhouse also notes (p. 10) that a Barn-Owl of 
the typical race (Tyto a. alba), of which there was no certain 
record for the Orkneys or Shetlands, was captured at the 
Fair Isle (South) light-house in February, 1924. 

GREY WAGTAIL BREEDING IN SURREY.—Mr. C. W. Colthrup 
informs us that he found a nest with five fresh eggs of Motacilla 
c. cinerea in Surrey on July 2nd, 1925, and that a pair of birds 
had brought off a brood of five from eggs laid in May at the 
same place. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER IN AYRSHIRE.—In con
nection with the spreading of this Woodpecker in Scotland 
in recent years, the appearance of one in the Darvel district 
of Ayrshire in the spring of 1925 is interesting. Mr. N. 
Hopkins, who gives this information, states (Scot. Nat., 1926, 
p. 10) that the bird was seen from mid-April until mid-May, 
and that its borings were found, though no actual proof of 
nesting or indeed of a second bird was forthcoming. 

COMMON BUZZARD IN HAMPSHIRE.—Mr. C. W. Colthrup 
reports that he saw a Buteo buteo on Nov. 6th, 1925, near 
Bournemouth. 
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WHITE STORK IN SUSSEX RINGED IN DENMARK.—In a 
paper dealing with the results of eight }?ears marking of 
White Storks (Ciconia ciconia) in Denmark, P. Skovgaard 
(Danske-Fugle, 1926, 2, 57) states that a bird of this species 
was marked when young at Asferg, Denmark, in the summer 
of 1922, and was recovered at East Preston, Sussex, on 
October 7th, 1922. The record has an added interest for 
British ornithologists in that occurrences of the species in 
this country have sometimes been thought not to refer to 
truly wild birds. It is one of several records indicating that 
some White Storks from Denmark, like those from western 
Germany, take a south-westerly direction in autumn. The 
remaining and more numerous records follow the south
easterly direction shown by the earlier work of Mortensen, 
this being also the direction followed by birds from the greater 
part of Germany and from Hungary as demonstrated by the 
results of Thienemann and of Schenk. (cf. Thomson's Problems 
of Bird-Migration, Chapter X.). 

In the same number of the journal, Skovgaard gives the 
results of marking of Black Storks (Ciconia nigra) and Herons 
(Ardea cinerea) in Denmark. The Black Stork also shows 
migration in alternative directions, south-west and south
east. The records for the Heron, like those previously 
published by Mortensen and Saxtorph, show a south-westerly 
movement only. 

EARLY MIGRATION OF DOTTEREL.—Mr. R. B. Burrowes 
informs us that he saw five Charadrius morinellus in company 
with a large flock of Ch. apricarius on a newly sown cornfield 
in south-west Lanchashire, on April n t h , 1926. 

COMMON GULLS FEEDING ON FROGS.—Two castings of 
Lams canus found with many similar ones in Inverness-
shire in July, 1922, by Dr. WT. Eagle Clarke, have been ex
amined by Dr. James Ritchie (Scot. Nat., 1926, pp. 22-3), 
and found to consist of numerous bones representing twenty-one 
individuals of the common frog (liana temporana). Mr. D. 
Knight Horsfield announces (op. cit., 1926, p. 59) that in 
Sutherland he found little heaps of bones where there were 
Common Gulls, and these have also been found to belong to-
the common frog. 
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