
LETTERS 
T H E CALL-NOTE OF T H E CHAFFINCH. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 
SIRS,—With reference to the notes on the " Call-note of the-

Chaffinch" (Vol. XIX. , p. 283), in June and July, 1924-1925, the 
Chaffinches at Loeche-les-Bains, Valais, Switzerland (4,600 ft. pine 
woods and meadowland); had the " spink spink " call-note but did not 
use it so much as in England ; the note we chiefly heard was a longer-
drawn " breet" or " btee " ; a variant, I thought, not of the " spink " 
note, but of a similar but less sharp and metallic note they have in 
England, which may be written " whet ." I am not sure whether the 
last note is only heard in summer, it is certainly more frequently 
heard then. MARJORY GARNETT. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—The Rev. F . C. R. Jourdain in his note to Mr. W. H. Thorpe's 
letter on the above subject (Vol. XIX. , p . 284) states tha t he regards 
this variation in the call-note as geographical. I t may therefore be of 
interest to record tha t I have heard the Greenfinch-like note used b y 
the species in Savoy (coniferous forests on slopes of Mont Cenis Pass, 
altitude 5 to 6,000 feet), and also in the Dolomite district of Northern 
I taly (again in coniferous forests). 

In the latter district I noticed that the Song of the Chaffinch also 
differs from tha t of our British bird. The whole phrase is much less 
hurried and jerky, with the penultimate note much less emphasized, 
with the result t ha t the song dies away quietly instead of ending 
abruptly. GEORGE W. TEMPERLEY. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 
S I R S , — I am interested t o see the references in your March number 

to the Greenfinch-like notes uttered by some Chaffinches. My wife 
and I have been considerably puzzled by similar observations here a t 
Maadi, near Cairo. Frequently in the winter we have heard tha t long-
drawn call-note, and said to one another " Greenfinch." But the 
Greenfinch is quite a rare visitor in this part of Egypt and when we 
have traced the note to a particular bird it has nearly always turned out 
to be a Chaffinch. On thinking the matter over we find tha t we have 
never actually connected this Greenfinch-like call with a cock Chaffinch, 
By the way, hen Chaffinches appear to much outnumber the cocks 
here and the sexes do not always keep strictly separate. We often 
hear the " pink, pink " of a Chaffinch during the winter, but it strikes-
us tha t this call is not delivered with quite the same hard metallic 
emphasis as in England. I should add tha t there is no record of a. 
Chaffinch breeding in Egypt . The not very numerous winter visitors, 
presumably come from central Europe. R. E. MORBAU. 

REDSHANK'S METHOD OF OBTAINING FOOD. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With reference to Mr. Sydney G. Pooek's letter (Vol. X I X . , 
p. 318) on this subject, I recorded in Vol. XVII, , p. 227, that the Red
shank and Dunlin will obtain food by jumping on the ooze and then, 
probing the place with their bills. R. H. B R O W N . 
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