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FIELD-NOTES FROM LAKELAND, 1925. 
BY 

R. H. BROWN. 

CARRION-CROW (Corvus c. corone).—Two pairs, breeding in 
localities at altitudes of three hundred feet and thirteen 
hundred feet above sea-level, had clutches of four eggs by 
April 8th. Of eleven nests found this spring, two had clutches 
of five, three had three, the rest four. One pair built about 
six feet from the ground in a hawthorn bush. A nest visited 
on May 17th held, besides the three young, a partly-eaten 
young Rook. 

On April 25th, a Crow was flushed from a nest holding five 
Crows' eggs and one of a Tawny Owl (Strix a. sylvatica) ; the 
Owl's egg was removed and placed under a broody hen, but 
was infertile. As Crows are notorious egg-stealers it is strange 
they had not eaten this egg. Apparently there was an 
interval between the Crows finishing their nest and beginning 
laying, during which the Owls took possession and laid an 
egg, only to be ejected by the rightful owners. 

ROOK (C. / . frugilegus).—Two rookeries were visited in 
April and one hundred and eighteen nestlings were ringed; 
these were distributed amongst fifty-three nests, which gives 
an average of 2.2 young per nest. 

4 nests each held 4 young. 
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53 nests held 118 young. 

None of the nestlings were under a fortnight old, some were 
practically feathered, and it is probable that all were reared. 
There were some dozens of dead nestlings, averaging about 
ten days old, beneath the trees. 

MAGPIE (Pica p. pica).—In 1924, a pair nested in an oak 
tree and reared one young. The same nest was used this 
year, a new lining added, and three eggs laid. 
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On February 6th, a party of eight birds was noticed in a 
hedge, pursuing one another, three making nights at intervals. 
Seven birds were pursuing each other about some trees at 
dusk on April 16th, occasionally all would fly almost 
vertically into the air for about a hundred feet, then plane 
steeply down. 

YELLOW BUNTING (Emberiza c. citrinella).—Song in 
general did not begin before the third week of February, 
although one male was singing on January 28th. Two 
nests ready for eggs on April 21st had each one egg on the 
24th. 

PIED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca).—In one 
locality a male was seen and heard in song on May 8th ; the 
female may have been present then but was not noticed until 
the 12th. The nest with three eggs was found on the 19th, 
on the 24th there were eight; these hatched on June 5th, 
incubation-period twelve days, and the eight young flew on 
the 18th, fledging-period thirteen days (cf. Vol. XIX., p. 281). 
The male continued in song until the young hatched, often 
singing to the brooding female, and gave as much song during 
the incubation-period as before it. 

Another male was located on May 24th; he was in full 
song and paid several visits to a certain knot-hole in an elm 
tree. On the 30th he was still singing vigorously, but no 
female was seen, and when the knot-hole was examined, and 
found empty, he came within a few feet of me, uttering his 
alarm-note. After I left the tree he twice visited the knot
hole and pursued from the tree a Great Tit. On June 6th 
the knot-hole was still empty, no female was seen, and the 
male was giving very little song, but still maintained a watch 
on the tree and drove away a Tree-Creeper. On the 17th a 
female was flushed from the knot-hole, which held a nest of 
three eggs, and by July 3rd there was one nestling about six 
days old, the other eggs being infertile. 

A third male was noticed on June 4th, and by the sustained 
vigour of his song and the way he was investigating all knot
holes had evidently just arrived. He was observed for nearly 
three weeks, during the greater part of which period he 
frequented an oak tree and made periodic visits to a certain 
knot-hole, but no female came and he disappeared, his song 
having gradually diminished during his stay. The same fate 
befell a fourth male who was also unable to obtain a mate, 
although in possession of a breeding-territory including trees 
with empty knot-holes. 
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LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia c. curruca).—Near Carlisle, 
on July 20th, a nest of two young was found. Both adults 
were seen, general coloration above dark grey, almost a 
bluish-grey, below white ; no rufous-eoloured wings or 
prominent white throat. Their alarm-note was a loud " tuc-
tuc-tuc." The nest, slightly constructed, was about four 
feet from the ground in some brambles. 

HEDGE-SPARROW (Prunella m. occidentalis).—Males do not 
usually begin singing before the last week of January or first 
week of February. This year one began on January 28th; 
throughout the autumn and early winter months no song is 
heard. Some pairs keep to the same territory throughout 
the year, whilst with others the sexes separate for the winter, 
especially with " hard weather " conditions. On October 12th 
three birds, by their behaviour two females and a male, were 
pursuing one another about the garden, but since then only 
the pair has been noticed. In another territory on Novem
ber 20th a pair, presumably male and female, attacked and 
drove away a third bird. 

WREN (Troglodytes t. troglodytes).—Wrens often remain in 
pairs, and frequent the same territory, throughout the year. 
The male's song, heard in every month, may help him to 
retain his mate and perhaps signifies his willingness to breed 
at any season. 

On September 23rd, two Wrens, presumably male and 
female, were about the garden. The male pursued the female 
to a wall and then, with wings and tail half open and drooping, 
burst into vigorous song; when he had finished the female 
sang, a song as loud and vigorous as his ; a similar incident 
was witnessed on November 7th. A pair was seen in a hedge 
on November 6th, the male attempted coition but the female 
refused; they fought, after which he burst into song, then 
followed her. A male was noticed on November 20th, whilst 
singing to a female, slowly to extend his wings and raise them 
to their highest, then lower them; this action was repeated 
several times. 

TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco sylvatica).—A pair laid in a hollow 
tree ; the eggs were laid on alternate days and incubation 
began with the first egg. The nestlings hatched on alternate 
days and if the eggs hatched in the order in which they were 
laid, then the incubation-period for each was twenty-eight 
days. The nestlings were brooded during the day until the 
eldest was fifteen days old. Only two nestlings were reared. 
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The following notes deal with the development and food 
of the young. All mammals and birds were headless unless 
otherwise stated. April 18th, one nestling out, other eggs 
unchipped; one perfect short-tailed field-vole. 20th, two 
nestlings, other eggs unchipped ; three long-tailed field-mice 
(two perfect), and three nestling Song-Thrushes (two perfect). 
The Song-Thrushes were only partly feathered and had 
obviously been taken from a nest. 22nd, three nestlings. 
24th, four; remains of a Song-Thrush. 26th, two older 
nestlings have the quills of the flight-feathers and mantle 
appearing. May 3rd, only the two older nestlings left. 
Feathering on the head, nape, mantle, and wing-coverts, and 
the flight-feathers are breaking out of the quills. A brown 
rat, a long-tailed field-mouse, and a perfect shrew. 15th, a 
young Blackbird. 20th, one young Owl sitting on a branch 
of the nest-tree was in full juvenile plumage (legs in down), 
the other was still in the nest, a little down about the head 
and the tail-feathers only two-thirds out. Its fledging-period 
would be thirty-two to thirty-three days. 

PEREGRINE FALCON (Fako p, peregrinus).—A female was 
flushed on April 19th from an empty ledge. She flew up and 
down the face of the cliff, making no outcry, now and again 
flying to a considerable height and hanging head to wind like 
a Kestrel. On a feeding-place near this ledge were many 
pellets and the remains of a Greenfinch, several Meadow-
Pipits, a Redwing, and two Song-Thrushes. On May 10th 
the female was brooding one egg on this ledge and when 
disturbed flew about the cliff-face, calling frequently and 
fighting with a pair of Ravens which had a brood of four 
fledged young about fifty ^ards away in the same cliff. 
On the nesting-ledge were the remains of a Homing-Pigeon 
and a rabbit, and on a feeding-place a Redshank. The 
eyrie was found robbed by May 22nd. 
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MERLIN (Falco c. cesalon).—The Merlin still breeds in the 
Lake District. In June, 1924, a female was seen in a certain 
locality but the nest was not found. Several visits were paid 
to the locality this year and the young located. On May 2nd 
a fight was watched between the male and a Buzzard which 
had entered the valley, resulting in the latter being put to 
flight. The Merlin would swoop down on the Buzzard, 
the larger bird avoiding the rushes by a movement of its wings, 
but twice its small antagonist struck it, and most of the time 
the Buzzard was mewing. On June 17th the female was 
found brooding four one-day-old nestlings. Both adults 
disappeared out of sight, making no outcry, when disturbed, 
but on the other occasions when the nest was visited the female, 
and the male if present, was always very noisy. By the 
24th there were only three young, and they were found on 
July 12th perched on a boulder some distance above the nest 
and flew off strongly when disturbed ; this gives a fledging-
period of twenty-five days (cf. Vol. XIX., p. 281). The nest 
was observed for several hours on July 1st and 5th, and it 
was found that the female kept guard and fed the young, the 
male hunting and plucking the prey and keeping guard whilst 
she was at the nest. From the prey found on the boulders 
the young were fed entirely on Meadow-Pipits and Wheatears. 
When the prey was plucked, sometimes the male took it to 
the female, sometimes he called and she came for it. 

Another pair was located (not in the Lake District) but 
had been robbed. On various feeding-places were the remains 
of two young Redshanks, a Meadow-Pipit, a Song-Thrush, 
and a Stonechat. 

COMMON BUZZARD (Buteo b. buteo).—On May 3rd a nest 
of three eggs was found in the top branches of an alder tree, 
the nest-rim gracefully decorated with green larch sprays, 
and within three hundred yards another pair had a similar 
clutch in a nest in a cliff-side. Both pairs were subsequently 
robbed, a fate which befell three more pairs. 

A female was flushed from a clutch of four eggs on April 
19th ; none of the eggs were chipped on May 10th, but by 
the 22nd the four young were out, the two eldest approxi
mately nine days old, the third seven days, the youngest five. 
If the first egg was laid on April 13th and incubation began 
with it, then the incubation-period was approximately 
twenty-eight to thirty days. On the nest-rim were the 
perfect bodies of two short-tailed field-voles, a shrew-mouse, 
and a young stoat. There were still four young on June 8th, 
but the youngest was considerably behind the others in 
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development. These had their flight- and tail-feathers well 
out. The young were in a corner of the ledge, out of the nest, 
which was decorated, for the first and only occasion, with 
silver-birch twigs. About the nest were the bones of a rabbit. 
When the nest was visited on the 21st one of the eldest birds 
flew from the ledge, fledging-period thirty-nine days ; its 
mate was in full juvenile plumage and so was the third young 
except for a little down on the head, and these two would 
probably fly in two or three days, but the youngest bird (now 
thirty-five days old) had still its head and thighs in down. 
About the nesting-ledge were many pellets of vole-fur and the 
remains of a Meadow-Pipit. 

A clutch of three eggs was found on April 24th, and on 
June 1st the female was flushed from the nest, which held 
one young bird, thirteen or fourteen days, old, clad in coarse 
greyish-white down, the quills of the flight- and tail-feathers 
appearing. The nest-rim, decorated with mountain-ash 
twigs, held the wing of a domestic fowl and the breast-bones, 
legs and feet of three adult Red Grouse. By the 19th the 
young Buzzard had grown considerably, the flight-leathers 
were developed and the tail-feathers two-thirds out. The 
mantle was feathered and the head and breast beginning to 
feather, but the thighs were still in down. The nest-rim, 
decorated with silver-birch twigs, held the breast-bones, legs 
and feet of an adult Red Grouse. On the 26th the young 
bird was in full juvenile plumage, and if it left the nest the 
following day its fledging-period was thirty-nine to forty days. 
The nest-rim, profusely decorated with mountain-ash twigs, 
held the remains of an adult Red Grouse. 

About a month later this nest was visited and the remains 
of another adult Red Grouse found. The locality was also 
visited in the late autumn, and under some trees where the 
adults roosted at night were found many pellets, consisting 
entirely of the fur and bones of field-mice. 

A clutch of two eggs found on May 10th reposed in a very 
slight nest, just five or six small sticks with a few pieces of 
bracken for lining. Near it were the remains of a rabbit. 
The eggs were still unhatched on the 22nd, the nest con
taining a lot of down and a flight-feather from an adult. By 
June 8th there was one young bird, the other egg being 
infertile, and on the nest-rim the hind-quarters of a rabbit. 
This nest was never decorated. 

MALLARD (Anas p. platyrhyncha).-—A party of five drakes 
and three ducks was observed on December 12th. The 
drakes were going through their courtship, bobbing their 
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heads up and down, each time touching their breasts with 
their bills, whilst at times both ducks and drakes would 
plunge and. splash about in the water, diving at times, and 
occasionally both sexes were noticed swimming about with 
necks outstretched on the water. On one occasion a duck 
was swimming about like this when a drake approached and 
copulation occurred, after which event both birds thoroughly 
washed themselves. 

SLAVONIAN GREBE (Podiceps auritus).—One observed on a 
pond near Carlisle on November 25th. On several occasions 
it brought to the surface and ate a small fish. 

WOOD-PIGEON (Columba p. palumbus).—In the parish of 
Dalston, a flock of seventy-four to eighty birds was seen on 
May 20th, and one of thirty-five to forty on June 18th (cf. 
Vol. XVIII., p. 195). 

STOCK-DOVE (Columba anas).—A clutch of two eggs 
hatched on July 24th and the two young flew on August 17th, 
fledging-period twenty-four days (cf. Vol. XIX., p. 281). 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina).—-A pair of Dunlin was seen on 
one of the Lake Mountains on June 19th, and although from 
their behaviour they appeared to be breeding no eggs or 
young were found. 

GOLDEN PLOVER (Charadrius a. apricarius).—These birds 
breed, but very sparingly, in at least three localities in the 
Lake District. 

LITTLE STINT (Calidris minuta).—One picked up dead on 
Burgh Marsh, Solway Firth, on October 14th was still in 
juvenile plumage, except that some of the inner secondaries 
had been moulted. 

MOOR-HEN' (Gallinula ch. chloropus).—A young Moor-Hen, 
when flushed from some reeds by a stream, made for the water 
and swam underneath for a distance of twenty to twenty-
five yards before rising to the surface to breathe, and pro
gressed in this way until out of danger. In swimming under 
water it mainly used its feet and occasionally its wings. 
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