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A Natural History of the Ducks. By John C. Phillips. Vols, I I I . and 

IV., with many Plates. (London : Longmans). ^10 IOS. per vol. 
MR. PHILLIPS is to be sincerely congratulated on bringing his great 
work on the Ducks to an end so promptly. The very full bibliography 
(extending to over a hundred pages in double column) printed at the 
end of Volume IV. demonstrates the magnitude and thoroughness of 
the author's research into the literature of his subject and this, especially 
in connection with distribution and habits, is a feature of the work, 
as indeed it should be in a monograph. Our only little regret is that 
Mr. Phillips has not given rather more detailed descriptions of plumages 
and more details regarding classification and nomenclature—for 
instance, the type-localities of names proposed are not cited. But as 
a whole there is no doubt that the author has given us a very excellent 
and most acceptable account of the Ducks of the world, and the more 
one examines the work the more one must realize the vastness of the 
subject and the immense labour and wide knowledge Mr. Phillips has 
brought to his task. 

A secondary but very important feature of the work is in its illustra
tions. The great majority of them are the work of Major Allan Brooks, 
the well-known Canadian ornithologist and artist. Major Brooks has 
the rare advantage of being not only an excellent bird-artist, but also 
a very fine field-ornithologist of great experience. There is no doubt 
that in the drawing of birds Major Brooks is a master, and we think he 
excels even more in this than in his colouring, which is sometimes 
inclined to be too dull, though this is certainly better than an exagger
ated brightness. But even if we do not think all his coloured plates 
very pleasing there are very many which are most admirable in this 
respect and they all show the birds well, while the uncoloured plates 
(chiefly of display attitudes) are most excellent. H.F.W. 

T H E MARSHAM PHENOLOGICAL RECORD. 

I N Vol. LIT, No. 217, of the Quarterly Journal of the Royal Meteorological 
Soc. (Jan. 1926), there appears a very able paper by Mr. Ivan D. 
Margary upon the " Marsham Phenological Record." 

This Marsham Record, probably unique as a record of private obser
vation, was begun by Robert Marsham, F.R.S., in 1736, and has 
been continued by his son, grandson, great-grandson, and great-great-
grandson (Major H. S. Marsham) up to the present time, and except 
for two gaps, from the years 1811-1835 inclusive, and from 1841-1844, 
it covers a period of 190 years, the observations from 1736 to 1858 
being made a t the estate of Stratton Strawless, about 7 miles north of 
Norwich, and from 1858 onwards a t Rippon Hall, i f miles to the north 
of this. 

Robert Marsham, F.R.S., a correspondent of Gilbert White, and 
recorder, in a letter to him, of the Norfolk specimen of the Wall-
Creeper (Tichodroma muraria), read his observations for the first fifty-
two years (1736-1788) before the Royal Society on April 2nd, 1789, 
and these were published in the Philosophical Transactions (79, Part 2, 
1789). They were later discussed by Mr. T. Southwell in two papers 
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contributed by him to the Norf. and Norwich Nat. Soc. Transactions 
(1874-75, P- 3r< a n d I9°l> P> 246), but since then no work appears to 
have been done upon them until the appearance of Mr. Margary's 
paper. 

The record deals with twenty-seven natural phenomena, seventeen 
of which refer to the flowering of plants and the leafing of trees, and 
eight to the movements of birds, these latter being arranged under the 
following headings :—Swallow, Cuckoo, Nightingale, " Churn Owl 
Calls," " Thrush sings," " Ring Doves coo," " Rooks build," and 
" Young Rooks." 

From the entries under some of these headings Mr. Margary has 
worked out a very interesting series of charts and curves, and for the 
purpose of continuity the gaps for the years 1811-35, and 1841-44, 
have been bridged from entries in two contemporary records dealing 
with the same phenomena, namely those of Henry Cox, who kept a 
record a t Farningham, Kent, and later a t Limpsfield, Surrey, and that 
of Orlando Whistlecraft a t Thwaite, Suffolk. 

As regards the bird observations, with which the present writer is 
alone concerned, too many small gaps occur in the Nightingale 
and Nightjar records to make the charting of satisfactory curves 
possible, though one may mention in passing that the earliest and latest 
recorded dates for the former are April 2nd and May 23rd (average 
April 26th), and for the latter April 27th and July 9th (average 
May 24th). 

The entries for the spring arrival of the Cuckoo and Swallow, how
ever, are so complete tha t in the 140 effective years (omitting 1811-35 
and 1841-44) of the Marsham record, there is only one blank for the 
Cuckoo and six for the Swallow, and the curves which Mr. Margary 
has worked out for these two birds over the whole period of 190 years 
are, I think, of considerable interest to ornithologists. 

The earliest recorded date for the arrival of the Cuckoo is April 12th, 
and the latest May 7th (average April 25th), and for the Swallow— 
earliest April 3rd, and latest May 12th (average April 19th). This 
gives a range of variation of thirteen days for the Cuckoo, and forty-
one days for the Swallow, and a comparison of the charted curves of 
these two birds shows in a very striking manner a much greater 
regularity of arrival in the former than the latter. Again, whereas the 
yearly fluctuation in the arrival of the Cuckoo corresponds to some 
extent with the curve of the April temperature (very possibly, as Mr. 
Margary points out, the temperature of a shorter period, say the week 
of arrival, would show an even closer agreement) t ha t of the Swallow 
shows no relationship to April temperature at all. On the other hand, 
the Swallow curve shows a curious periodic fluctuation of alternate 
earliness and lateness, the average length of the periods being 7.6 years. 

Perhaps the most interesting fact, however, is elicited by a com
parison of the first and last periods of thirty-five years in the record, 
viz, 1751-1785 and 1891-1925. The average date for the arrival of 
the Cuckoo in the first period is April 25th and in the last April 23rd— 
a variation of two days. In the case of the Swallow the average date 
for the first period is April 15th, and for the last April 23rd—a variation 
of eight days. This retardation in the arrival of the Swallow would 
appear, from a study of the decade averages, to have been a gradually 
increasing one over the whole period of the record, and, as Mr. Margary 
suggests, may possibly indicate some definite climatic change a t its 
winter quarters. B.B.R. 
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