
LETTERS 
DISAPPEARANCE AFTER NESTING OF THE PIED 

FLYCATCHER. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—The letter from Mr. Astley (anlea, p . 112) interests me as 
I live in a Pied Flycatcher district and have noticed the sudden dis
appearance of both young and old birds as soon as the former have left 
the nest. I usually have three or four pairs in my nesting-boxes and 
despite careful observation am still puzzled. 

A possible explanation is tha t the whole family retires t o the wooded 
area tha t always obtains near the nesting-site and by virtue of silence 
and shyness escape notice in the dim light. The only birds I have seen, 
except a t the nesting-site, have been in the woods, but I have not seen 
enough there to satisfy myself tha t it explains the disappearance 
satisfactorily. 

Another suggestion is that as soon as the young leave the nest move
ment towards the " migration-route " begins. If tha t is so one would 
expect to hear of their appearance each year a t a fixed time a t certain 
places. But we do not. 

I t is an interesting question and considering how conspicuous the 
bird is it is extraordinary that the question should arise. 
MOSSDALE, ULLSWATER. H . J . MOON. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With reference to Mr. Astley's letter on this subject (antea, 
p . 112), on July 10th, 1912, I watched a par ty of Pied Flycatchers 
for some time on trees by a stream in north Northumberland. They 
were known to breed a t tha t time in Chillingharn Park, which was 
distant about half a mile from where I saw the birds. A. V. STONE. 

T H E EGG-DEVOURING HABIT OF T H E CUCKOO. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With reference to the note under this heading in the September 
issue (antea, p . 102), the following may perhaps be worth publication 
as confirmatory of Mr. G. R. Humphreys' observations. 

On May 29th, 1926, while waiting for a train a t Appledore Station 
(Kent), I watched a Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) sit for about fifteen 
minutes on a signal post on the railway. Presently, it floated down 
into a reed-bed beside the line, where it remained between one and two 
minutes. I t then flew out on to a post and I could see with my 
binoculars t ha t it carried an egg in its mouth. I t threw back its 
head and gulped the egg down whole, after doing which it flew away. 
I was unable to go to the nest under the circumstances, but I have no 
doubt it had just laid an egg in the nest from which it extracted the 
one I saw swallowed. The owner of this egg (probably a Reed-
Warbler) did not appear a t all. R. M. GARNETT. 
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