
MOTES 
ADDITIONAL NOTES FROM GLAMORGANSHIRE. 
JAY (Garrulus glandarius).—The observation in "Field-

Notes from Glamorganshire (II.) " (Vol. XVIII., p. 274) on the 
migration of a large flock, was confirmed in every particular 
of time, place, altitude and direction. This was on October 
7th, 1923. On several later dates up to October 23rd, 1923, 
parties and stragglers (up to twenty in number at times) were 
also similarly observed between Llanedarne and Llanishen. 

SWIFT (A-pus a. apus).—Whilst crossing Rumney Common 
about 7 p.m. on September 23rd, 1925, a solitary bird was seen 
hawking above the ponds there. 

LITTLE OWL (Athene n. vidalii),—At 6 a.m. on June 4th, 
1922, in the village of St. Nicholas, an adult was disturbed 
in the act of raiding a Starling's nest-hole between the 
guttering and slates of a cottage. The Starling was perched 
on the adjacent telegraph wires, loudly voicing its distress. 

The spread of this Owl has been very rapid in S. Wales. 
On the Monmouthshire border it is the most abundant Owl. 
It appears to have reached Pembrokeshire, for on May 29th, 
1926, an adult was seen at Martinshaven, Wooltack Point, 
the extreme south-westerly point of that county. 

BEWICK'S SWAN (Cygnus b. bewickii).—Four adults seen 
on November 8th and 9th, 1925 (cf. antea, p. 61), at Kenfig 
Pool. 

SHELD-DUCK (Tadoma tadoma).—On May 4th, 1924, seven 
adults of mixed sexes were seen walking about on a meadow 
slope near the Rhymney river, at a point where the latter is 
four miles (as the crow flies) from the Severn estuary. Upon 
being flushed, they flew in circles overhead, and betrayed their 
sexes by their voices. During that month, more were seen 
at intervals flying about the valley. From April 26th, 1925, 
throughout the following May, small parties of from two to 
eleven in number frequented the fields about Cefn Mably and 
on the Monmouthshire side of the river. They seemed 
especially partial to fields and hedges riddled with rabbit-
holes. On one occasion two pairs were flushed from a warren 
in Cefn Mably Park. This year (1926) they again appeared 
in smaller numbers in the same district for the same period. 
Enquiry elicited the fact that they are well-known locally 
as " Bar-Ducks," and an observant farmer showed me a 
nesting-site far down in the rotten base of an oak tree. He 
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had found it by seeing some down at the entrance and by 
means of a stick had discovered the sitting duck on her nest. 
There is good cause to believe this statement, although the 
writer was too late to verify it. The farmer knew of two other 
sites, in each case in the hollow base of a tree. All three 
sites were in dry sloping meadow, bordered by woodland 
and a half a mile from the river on the Monmouth side. Of 
course, in such a fox-ridden district survival of the ducklings, 
if hatched, would be almost impossible. 

TUFTED DUCK (Nyroca fuligula).—On May 7th, 1922, on 
St. y-nyll Ponds, an adult female. As a rule, the majority 
have departed by early April. RONALD M. LOCKLEY. 

MAGPIE AND KESTREL NESTING IN SAME TREE. 
ON April 9th, 1926, a friend found near Seaford, Sussex, a 
Magpie's (Pica p. pica) nest (containing one egg) in a May tree, 
in which there was also an old nest of a Carrion-Crow (Corvus 
c. corone) ; the two nests were about seven feet apart, the 
Crow's being a foot or two higher. A week later the Magpie 
had six eggs. On May 8th, the Magpies had hatched and 
there were four fresh eggs of a Kestrel (Falco t. tinnunculus) 
in the Crow's nest. On the 23rd, when I went to ring the 
Magpies, the Crow's nest contained one stained Kestrel's egg, 
and there were four fresh-looking Kestrel's eggs in the other 
nest. J. F. THOMAS. 

ERYTHRISTIC EGGS OF SKY-LARK, BULLFINCH 
AND JAY. 

WITH reference to the note on " Erythristic eggs of the Sky-
Lark " (antea, p. 109), I recently had sent to me a clutch of 
three eggs of Sky-Lark (Alauda a. arvensis) similar in colour 
to those described for Fair Island. They were taken by my 
friend, Mr. F. Burrow, on Walney Island, Barrow-in-Furness, 
on May 18th, 1923. Later, in the same season, he found 
another similarly coloured clutch of four highly incubated 
eggs. 

It might be of interest to record two other erythristic 
clutches of eggs in my collection, both from the collection of 
Mr. W. Chas. Cattell of Kettering : a clutch of four Bullfinch 
(Pyrrhula p. nesa) taken at Weekley Hall Wood, Northants, 
in June, 1902 ; and a clutch of five Jay (Garrulus g. rufitergum) 
taken by Mr. Cattell at Loddington, Northants, in May, 1907. 

FRED. TAYLOR. 

[The Bullfinch's eggs have already been recorded in British 
Birds, Vol. VII., p. 248.—F.C.R.J.] 
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THE INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF 
SOME BRITISH BIRDS. 

I N the following cases from West Sussex the period of incuba
tion has been calculated from the day on which the last egg 
was laid until the day or days of hatching. 

The fledging-period from the day or days of hatching until 
the day or days of departure from the nest. 

Species 

Linnet (Carduelis c. canna-
bina) 

Linnet (Carduelis c. canna-
bina) 

Yellow Bunting (Emberiza 
c. citrinella) 

Cirl Bunting (Emberiza 
cirlus) 

Sedge-Warbler (Acr o-
cephalus sckcenobcenus) 

Sedge -Warbler (Aero-
cephalus sckcenobcenus) 

Whitethroat (Sylvia c. 
communis) 

Wren (Troglodytes t. 
troglodytes) 

Moorhen (Gallinula c. 
chlompus) 

Incubation 
period in 

days 

12 

11-12 

12 

— 

_ 

12-13 

11-12 

16 

20-21 

• Fledging-
period in 

days 

11-12 

13-14 

12 

IO-I I 

I I 

— 

IO-II 

16 

— 

Period of year 
of 

observation 

July-August 

July-August 

June-July 

July-August 

June 

July-August 

May-June 

June-July 

July-August 
RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

BRAMBLING IN MIDDLESEX IN JUNE. 

ON June 28th, 1926, I heard a strange bird-note on Hampstead 
Heath and on getting a view of the bird through my binoculars 
saw it was a Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla). I saw and 
heard the bird several times again and got good views of it, once 
within a few yards, when I noticed that the black crown and 
mantle were flecked with buff. I found the bird again on 
June 30th and July 9th. R. W. PETHEN. 

[Occurrences of the Brambling in'summer in the south are 
occasionally reported and one was noted in Middlesex on 
July 7th, 1923 (see Vol. XVII., p. 83). As remarked in this 
case, probably such birds have failed to migrate owing to 
some disability.—EDS.] 
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WILLOW-TIT IN YORKSHIRE. 
ON June 28th, 1926, I picked up in my garden at Scarborough 
a small bird which I thought was a Willow-Tit (Parus 
atricapillus kleinschmidti), an opinion which has since been 
confirmed by Mr. H. F. Witherby, to whom I submitted the 
specimen. It had apparently just died, and proved on 
dissection to have succumbed to an attack of apoplexy, 
an uncommon cause of death amongst wild birds in my 
experience, although the most frequent one in caged specimens. 

I have suspected the presence of the Willow-Tit in this 
district for several years, as I have sometimes found very 
neatly excavated nesting-holes which probably belonged to 
this species, but this is the first specimen of the bird I have 
seen. W. J. CLARKE. 

EARLY BREEDING OF RED-BACKED SHRIKE. 
ON visiting a known site of Red-backed Shrikes (Lanius c. 
collurio) in Surrey on May 30th, 1926, I was surprised to find 
a nest containing five young, which I judged to be fully four 
days old. Allowing fifteen days for incubation—they some
times take sixteen days—this means that the nest contained 
a full clutch of eggs not later than May n t h . 

Over a period of many years I have not previously found 
young before June, and generally it has been well into that 
month. 

Is May n t h for a full clutch very remarkable ? 
D . W . MUSSELWHITE. 

[The earliest dates of which I have notes are c/2 on May i8th, 
1911 (Surrey); c/i on 21st (Essex); c/4 on 23rd (Radnor); c/3 
on 24th (Salop), etc. The date given above is ten days 
earlier than any of these.—F.C.R. J.] 

EVIDENCE FOR DOUBLE-BROOD IN GRASSHOPPER-
WARBLER. 

DURING the season of 1926, I have personally examined the 
following nests of Grasshopper-Warbler (Locustella n. navia) 
in the county of Somerset. 

(1) June n t h , 1926 c/6 Fresh. 
(2) July 14th „ c/5 Slightly incubated. 
(3) July 23rd „ . c/5 Fresh. 
(4) July 30th „ c/3 Several days incubated. 
(5) July !7th „ A nest with two eggs was washed 

out by the great storm on 
the night of the 17th-! 8th. 
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A sixth nest, found by a man in whom I have thorough 
confidence, contained one egg on July 27th and three on the 
29th, but he was unable to find it again subsequently. These 
dates, taken in conjunction with those of Messrs. Walpole-
Bond, Smythe and Lewis, for the same season, point to the 
species being regularly double-brooded. LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 

[See Additions and Corrections to Practical Handbook, p. 894, 
" in south coast countries . . . regularly double-brooded." 
—EDS.] 

EARLY BREEDING OF GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER. 

WITH reference to the interesting notes by the Rev. F. C. R. 
Jourdain and Mr. Stanley Lewis (antea, p. 106), I give below 
details of my own limited experience, which is further evidence 
in support of the early breeding of this species in the south 
of England. 

Date County Eggs or Young Incubation of eggs or 
age of young (approx.) 

14/5/1920 Berks 6 eggs 13 days 

11/5/1924 
I5/5/I924 
23/5/i924 
21/5/1926 
26/5/1926 

Hants 
Surrey 
Berks 
Surrey 

6 
6 
5 
5 
5 
6 
7 
6 young 

(all fertile) 

11 » 
8 „ 
3 .. 

Fresh 
5 days 

13 » 
6 „ 
5 D . W . MUSSELWHITE. 

MOTHS USED TO FEED YOUNG GRASSHOPPER-
WARBLERS. 

WHEN observing and photographing a pair of Grasshopper-
Warblers (Locustella n. navia) from a " hide " on June 8th, 
1915, in Glamorganshire, we were interested to note that on 
two occasions within the space of an hour, one of the birds 
brought a moth, which was fed to one of the young, wings 
and all. On the second of these visits we were fortunate 
enough to secure a photograph of the bird with a moth in its 
beak, and it is possible to identify the species as the mother 
shipton (Euclidia mi), a day-flying insect which is common in 
May and June where wild flowers abound, and which was 
flying in considerable numbers in the more open parts of the 
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thicket where the nest was situated. The rest of the food 
brought, as far as we could see, was mainly flies and cater
pillars, and the young at that date were approximately nine 
days old. 

When discovered on May 29th, this nest held four eggs, 
three of which hatched, the other being addled. We also 

GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER ABOUT TO F E E D YOUNG WITH A MOTH. 

(Photographed by G. C. S. Ingram.) 

have records of three other nests where the full clutch was 
only four, and this may be worth recording in view of the 
statement in A Practical Handbook that the clutch is " normally 
six, very rarely seven, sometimes five." 

GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 

H. MORREY SALMON. 



VOL. XX.] NOTES 153 

EARLY BREEDING OF SEDGE-WARBLER. 

ON May 6th, 1926, I found the nest of a Sedge-Warbler 
(Acrocephalus schcenobmnus), with the hen sitting on five eggs, 
at Fishbourne, West Sussex. The eggs had then been 
incubated for some time. Unfortunately, I have no note of 
the date of hatching, but I know there were young before 
May 17th. Subsequently, I saw the young birds flying about 
the osiers and being fed by their parents on June 5th, 
1926. RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

ABNORMAL SONG OF WILLOW-WARBLER. 

ON May 27th, 1926, at Dale (Milford Haven), Mr. Charles 
Oldham and I observed a Willow-Warbler (Phylloscopus 
trochilus) whose song often varied greatly from the normal. 
This bird frequently indulged in a distinct outburst resembling 
part of a rapidly repeated, but curiously distorted, Chiffchaff's 
song—closely approximating in fact to the characteristic 
" chiff-chiff-chaff " notes, but with a noticeable difference in 
rhythm. On several occasions we heard him end up the 
normal Willow-Warbler stave with a gush of such hurried 
" chiff-chaff " notes instead of the usual " dying fall" ; and 
once these notes actually preluded the Willow-Warbler strain, 
merging into it without any break On the other hand, he 
often sang the typical Willow-Warbler song alone—once for 
a full quarter of an hour—with all the usual minute variations 
in modulation, speed, etc. 

Watching this bird again on the next day we found his 
performance exactly similar: a spell of pseudo-Chiffchaff 
song (sometimes lasting for several minutes) succeeding a 
spell of pure Willow-Warbler song would be followed by 
a few staves of Willow-Warbler with " chiff-chaffy " inter
polations, and so on. We noticed, however, that he never 
uttered the low and oft-repeated " chirp" note which 
generally forms part of the typical Chiffchaff's song at this 
season. 

As the strip of territory occupied by this Warbler was 
immediately between those of two Chiffchaffs and all three 
birds were sometimes singing at the same time, it is of course 
possible that his apparently abnormal song-habit was merely 
due to imitation. In any case we have heard no other like it 
in this district, where Chiffchaffs are very abundant, out
numbering Willow-Warblers by at least two to one. 

Accumulating evidence indicates the existence of remark
able variations—perhaps even some definite connection or 

M 



154 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. xx. 

overlapping—in the songs of these two species.* All detailed 
records are therefore of particular interest to field-ornitho
logists, since they may ultimately lead to the identification of 
birds breeding in Britain as stray representatives of foreign 
local races with clearly differentiated song-forms. 

BERTRAM LLOYD. 

WILLOW-WARBLER AND UNLINED NEST. 
HAVING recorded (Vol. XIX., p. 152) the nest of a Willow-
Warbler (Phylloscopus t. trochilus) without a single feather, 
which I foiind last year near Plymouth, I was anxious to see 
if there was any repetition of this abnormal building in 1926. 
On May 3rd I watched a Willow-Warbler, accompanied by 
its mate, at work on a nest within about twenty-five yards 
of last year's site. When completed it also had no feathers, 
and I waited for the eggs to be laid before I could be certain 
that they would not be added. I had examined the nest 
most circumspectly in the absence of the birds, but to my 
disgust it was deserted at this stage. On June 3rd I dis
covered a second nest full of nearly fledged birds, within ten 
yards of the original 1925 nest, and I confidently foretold 
that I should find this unlined. Unfortunately for my theory 
this proved quite a mistake, as it was well lined. 

But is it not probable that the first (deserted) nest was 
built by the 1925 female with her 1925 mate, that a mishap 
befell her and that the widower replaced her, introducing 
another bride to his territory ? A. H. MACHELL COX. 

SWALLOW'S NEST ON AN ELECTRIC LIGHT BULB. 
IT may be worth recording that a nest of a Swallow (Hirundo 
r. rustica) was built on an electric light bulb hanging without 
a shade in an archway at the Kesteven Mental Hospital. 
Three young were successfully reared. The bird had a first 
brood in a nest in a normal position on a beam close at hand. 

JOHN S. REEVE. 
[For similar cases, cf. Vol. I., p. 354; Vol. II., p. 20; 

Vol. XIX., p. 131.—EDS.] 
*Dr. E. Harter t records hearing the " dilm-dilm-delm " notes of the 

Chiffchaff tacked on to the song of a Willow-Warbler in Silesia. He 
also refers to similar observations by Passler and Parrot, the latter of 
whom heard an unidentified Warbler (" Laubsanger ") beginning and 
ending like a Chiffchaff and singing the Willow-Warbler's strain in the 
middle. (Die Vogel der palaarktischen Fauna I., 509 ; 1903.) See 
also, e.g. H. Lynes on the Spanish Chiffchaff (Ibis, 1914, p. 304) and 
C. Ingram on the Song of Pyrenean Chiffchaffs (Ibis, 1926, p . 255) ; 
and, for the British Islands, notes by various observers in The Zoologist, 
1908 (s.v- " Chiffchaff " ) , and in British Birds, XVI. (pp. 134, 161 and 
227) and XVII I . (p. 117) as well as Vol. V., p . 74, on abnormal song of 
the Wood-Warbler.- B.L 
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GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER AND NUTHATCH 
NESTING IN THE SAME TREE. 

IN Vol. XIX., p. 152, I recorded the fact that a pair of Great 
Spotted Woodpeckers (Dryobates major anglicus) and a pair 
of Nuthatches (Sitta europosa affinis) had for two years 
in succession reared their respective families in the same oak 
tree near Plymouth. In 1926 both brought off broods in the 
the same holes, for the third time. As they have escaped 
notice hitherto, it will be interesting to see if the performance 
is repeated yet again. 

At a spot roughly stepped as 600 yards distant in the same 
wood, a Great Spotted Woodpecker in 1925 occupied another 
oak tree. This is a much larger tree, and it was only by 
careful watching that I detected a Nuthatch this year occupy
ing a hole hardly visible from the ground and at a great height. 
It seems quite probable that this bird was in possession also 
in 1925, but this year the Woodpecker moved a little farther 
on. A. H. MACHELL COX. 

SNOWY OWL IN CO. MAYO. 

A SPECIMEN of the Snowy Owl (Nyctea nyctea) was shot at 
Belmullet on July 27th, 1926. It had been observed fre
quenting a rabbit warren of tall, bare sand-hills for about two 
months previously, and I had spared it more than once when 
out with a fowling-piece. It is at present in the hands of Messrs. 
Williams & Son, Dublin, who report that it is a rather worn 
male, moulting into adult plumage and with but few black 
markings. J. CRONIN. 

PEREGRINES' UNUSUAL METHOD OF TRANS
FERRING PREY. 

ON August 28th, 1926, two Peregrine Falcons (Falco p. per
egrines) flew over my garden at Branscombe, Devon, one of 
which was carrying something considerably larger than a 
Pigeon. They were flying against a very strong east wind 
and the laden bird was in difficulties. When just over the 
house they began to scream, and I watched them come together, 
turn on their sides so as to face each other, and change over 
the prey, which we think was a three-parts grown rabbit. 
It was not dropped but taken direct from the claws of one by 
the other. The relieved bird at once left its companion and 
flew off in the direction of a favourite feeding ledge, the other 
following more slowly, and I saw them both turn in to where 
the ledge is situated. LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 
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COMMON BUZZARDS BREEDING IN HAMPSHIRE. 
WITH reference to Mr. C. W. Colthrup's note (antea, p. 28), 
it may perhaps be worth recording that this year, 1926, I 
have every reason to believe a pair of Common Buzzards 
(Buteo b. buteo) were successful in rearing a brood in Hampshire. 

The nest was situated at the summit of a lofty fir, and when 
I discovered it on May 27th contained two young, about ten 
days old. Around the young lay portions of a small rabbit, 
and there was also a plentiful supply of fresh green fir twigs. 
In the interests of the birds I refrain from mentioning the 
precise locality. HUBERT E. POUNDS. 

[The Common Buzzard has been recorded as breeding in 
Hampshire in at least one locality for at least twenty-five 
years and in larger numbers prior to that date. See Meade 
Waldo, Vict. Hist, of Hants, I., p. 216; Br. Birds, X., p. 272, 
and XVI, p. 108.—EDS.] 

MARSH-HARRIER IN SUSSEX. 
ON September 23rd, 1926, while I was on the Downs east of 
Brighton, a large Harrier flew past me in an easterly direction. 
It showed no light rump and the top of its head was light 
coloured, apparently white in the evening sun, in contrast 
with its general deep brown colour. 

I am familiar with Hen- and Montagu's Harriers and I have 
no doubt this bird was an immature Marsh-Harrier {Circus 
aruginosus). It was in full view of my field-glasses for a 
mile as it circled and flew away, mobbed persistently by a 
party of seven Rooks. CHARLES H. BRYANT. 

RARE BIRDS SEEN IN HAMPSHIRE. 
SEVERAL birds worth recording have been observed in the 
summer of 1926 at Beaulieu, Hampshire. They are as 
follows:— 

SPOONBILL (Platalea I. hucorodia).—One seen on June 8th. 
AVOCET (Recurvirostra avosetta).—Three were seen on 

August 20th on the tidal ooze of the Solent. 
BITTERN {Botanrus s. stellaris).—One was seen on the wing 

by Lord Montagu at the beginning of August. 
FLAMINGO (Phcenicofiterus r. antiquorum).—MajorC. Paddon, 

who lives at Needs Ore Coastguard Station, while watching 
an aeroplane from a window on September 21st, saw a 
Flamingo about 1,000 feet up coming from the east. The 
bird flew down and pitched on a mud-flat of the Beaulieu 
river. Major Paddon at once called Col. Hodgkinson and 
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Captain Cheverton of the Indian Army, and all three took a 
big telescope down to the old coastguard boat-house, from 
which they were able to watch the bird for a long time feeding 
and preening its feathers. All three are well acquainted with 
Flamingoes. The bird may have been an escape, but as it 
came in from so high up this seems rather unlikely. It may 
be remembered that a Flamingo which appeared to be a 
genuinely wild one was shot at the mouth of the Beaulieu 
river in November, 1884. THOMAS H. C. TROUBRIDGE. 

GREY PHALAROPE IN SUSSEX. 

WHILST cycling from Lancing College to Worthing on October 
14th, 1926, I came across a Grey Phalarope (Phalaropus 
fulicarius) resting on the road close to a raised pathway 
almost in the town. I got off my bicycle and tried to drive 
the bird on to the beach but it simply moved out of my way. 
I stood within a yard of it for some time and watched it 
picking at the earth under the edge of the pathway. Even
tually I managed to get it to fly on to the beach. It seemed 
rather tired but flew away fairly easily against the wind. 
On my return, about an hour and a half later, I found the 
bird back again at the same spot on the pathway. 

H, W. FINLINSON. 

GREY PHALAROPE IN CHESHIRE. 

ON October 16th, 1926, at 4.30 p.m., I watched a Grey 
Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) feeding on the Marine Lake 
at West Kirby at the mouth of the river Dee; I also saw one, 
I think the same bird, at Hilbre Island next day. W. WILSON. 

BREEDING OF THE KITTIWAKE IN CORNWALL. 
IN his " Notes from West Cornwall " (Vol. XVIII., p. 169), 
Mr. G. H. Harvey mentions the various places in Cornwall 
where the Kittiwake (Rissa t. tridactyla) breeds, or is stated 
to breed, amongst others the Gull Rock, Falmouth. I 
visited this rock in the middle of July, 1926, and sailed close 
in, right round it, as well as landing and spending a couple 
of hours photographing on it. There were no signs of any 
Kittiwakes there, though at Cam les Boel, near Land's End, 
which he mentions as having been occupied by them in 1924, 
which I visited next day, I saw at least twenty nests with 
young still in them, as well as many young and adults flying 
to and fro, and alighting on the ledges. 

CLEMENCE M. ACLAND. 
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