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STARLING'S GRIP ON A KESTREL. 

ONE day early in December, 1926, a farmer of Earith, Hunt
ingdonshire, saw a bird in trouble on the ground. He 
picked it up and found it was a Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus), 
absolutely incapacitated because a Starling (SUirnus vulgaris) 
had both its feet gripped round one of the Kestrel's legs. 
With difficulty he loosened the Starling's grip, and it flew 
away apparently unhurt. E. PEAKE. 

[This is a remarkable case, but I know from experience 
how strong the grip of a Starling is, not only from handling 
the birds themselves, but also when freeing Swifts which have 
been brought to the ground in the grip of Starlings, a task 
of considerable difficulty.—F.C.R.J.] 

PROBABLE HAWK-OWL IN MIDDLESEX. 
ON December 27th, 1926, at West Molesey Reservoirs, Mr. 
R. W. Heenan and I saw what was, without any doubt, a 
Hawk-Owl (Surnia ulula subsp). It was perched in the upper 
branches of a tree at the foot of the largest reservoir and paid 
no attention to passing, motorists on the road close by. At 
first, from the length of tail, we thought it some strange 
kind of Hawk, but a nearer approach showed the peculiarly 
" square " shape of the head and the obvious Owl-shape of 
the body. It was then facing us, and we particularly noticed 
(1) the cross-barring on the breast, (2) the black " border " 
encircling the cheeks, and (3), most important of all, the long 
tail which, to us, appeared distinctly wedge-shaped, i.e. 
coming to a point. 

After a bit it rose and, with a sort of half-twist, dropped 
into the next tree, where it again settled, this time with 
its back to us, when it appeared all darkish-brown above, 
with scattered paler markings, and the tail barred, but not 
strongly. We tried to get a closer view, and the bird then 
flew away behind the next tree, and we could not find it again. 

W. KAY ROBINSON. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER BREEDING IN 
WORCESTERSHIRE. 

ON June 5th, 1926, I saw a male Montagu's Harrier 
(Circus pygargus) quartering the lake close to a country house 
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in Worcestershire. Pheasants were being reared, but a 
protective warning was issued. 

In December, I asked the head-keeper if he had seen the 
bird after I left. He told me that two adults and three 
young of the year were in the neighbourhood until October. 
The parents were seen once only at the rearing field, but later, 
in addition to Mallard, many Pheasants were taken, a marked 
preference being shown for hens. GUY CHARTERIS. 

WOOD-PIGEON BUILDING ON NEST OF MISTLE-
THRUSH. 

IN 1925, a Mistle-Thrush (Turdus v. viscivorus) built on an 
horizontal bough, in a beech tree in my garden near Edinburgh 
and reared her brood ; a Wood-Pigeon (Columba p. palumbus) 
then took possession and built a nest upon the top of that of 
the Mistle-Thrush, the effect being very strange : a Wood-
Pigeon sitting on a bulky nest of hay, grass and twigs. During 
forty years of careful observation, such an incident has never 
before come under my notice. WILLIAM SERLE. 

[Mr. Serle also reports a Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa s. 
striata) similarly utilizing the nest of a Song-Thrush (Turdus 
ph. clarkei), but in this species the habit has been already 
frequently recorded, cf. Vol. IV., p. 120; VI., p. 187; X, 
p. 117.—EDS.] 

KENTISH PLOVER IN DORSET. 
ON April 24th, 1925, we saw a Kentish Plover (Charadrius a. 
alexandrinus) near Studland, opposite Poole harbour. There 
was a good light and we watched the bird with field-glasses 
for a quarter of an hour. There were a few Ringed Plover 
there, so comparison was easy, and we noted the slightly 
smaller size of the bird in question, its generally lighter colour 
and less prominent chest bands, and its black legs. Since 
then we nave seen a great many Kentish Plovers in Egypt 
and so confirmed our convictions. S. T. C. TURNER. 

G. O. BUDD. 

RING-OUZEL IN SUSSEX IN WINTER.—Mr. Bernard J. 
Ringrose writes that he saw an adult, and probably male, 
Turdus torquatus, near Horsham on December 24th, 1926. 
He remarked that it was very tame and evidently hard pressed 
for food. 

EARLY NESTING OF BLACKBIRD IN SUSSEX.—Mr. Raymond 
Carlyon-Britton informs us that Mr. Ernest Dean, of Parham, 
found a nest of Turdus m. merula with two eggs on December 
15th, 1926, and that a third egg had been laid the next day. 
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SNOWY OWLS IN THE ATLANTIC.—A large migration of 
Snowy Owls (Nyctea nyctea), and also Goshawks (Accipiter 
gentilis), took place in the north Atlantic in November, 1926, 
many Snowy Owls being captured on board ships and brought 
to this country. Exact details of position and dates have 
been difficult to obtain, but it would appear that the large 
majority of the occurrences were on the American side of the 
Atlantic, and I have heard of only one Snowy Owl as having 
been probably captured " off north Scotland," but details 
are not available. Mr. D. Seth-Smith informs me that Mr. H. 
W. Drewitt tells him that a Snowy Owl arrived on his farm at 
Colworth, Chichester (Sussex), at the end of November and 
stayed for about three weeks. Mr. Drewitt writes: " Its 
principal food seemed to be Moorhens and it was quite tame, 
allowing approach to within five yards, so probably it too 
was an escape from a passing ship." Dr. Witmer Stone, the 
Editor of the Auk, is asking for information with a view to 
publishing a careful report of the migration, and any details 
of occurrences known to readers of British Birds will be 
welcome for transmission to Dr. Stone.-—H.F.W. 

BUZZARD OVER LONDON.—The Hon. G. Charteris informs 
us that early in October, 1926, he saw, as he was entering 
Hyde Park from the Bayswater Road, what appeared to be a 
Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo), flying at a moderate height 
in a north-westerly direction. 

FLAMINGO IN HAMPSHIRE AN ESCAPE FROM CAPTIVITY.— 
With reference to the note on page 156 of a Flamingo, which 
appeared to have been a wild bird, seen by Major C. Paddon 
at Beaulieu on September 31st, 1926, it would now seem 
certain that this bird was an escape from captivity. Sir 
Thomas Troubridge informs us that having seen a paragraph 
in The Times he now finds that Lt.-Col. F. E. E. Bailey lost 
a Flamingo from his aviary at Lake, near Salisbury, in the 
early summer. Mr. E. S. McEuen informs Sir Thomas 
Troubridge that a Flamingo has been haunting Langstone 
Harbour since last September, when it was seen coming from 
the west over Portsmouth Harbour. It is thought that there 
may be two Flamingos in this neighbourhood, another having 
been lost from Shere in December. 

FLEDGING-PERIODS : Errata.—In the article on " Fledging 
Periods " (antea, p. 175), under LINNET, for " R. C. Boulton " 
read " R. Carlyon-Britton," and for " on the 13th day " read 
" 12 and 11-12 days {2 cases)." Under Fledging-Period, for 
" 12-13 " read " 11-12." 
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