
LETM5 
PECULIAR NOTE OF RAVEN. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In the early part of March, 1924, while I was trying to locate 
a few pairs of Woodlarks on a friend's property, I heard a curious 
note—a triple toc-toc-toc—very high in tone and repeated a t intervals 
of about ten seconds. Looking up, I found that the noise came from 
a single Raven (Coruus c. corax), flying very high overhead—at least 
1,000 feet up. The Raven flew over, following a direct line and 
continued on tha t line out of sight. I t seemed a curious proceeding 
for three reasons : first, tha t the Raven should have been alone; second, 
that , as no Ravens had hitherto nested anywhere within many miles, 
the bird should have been so far from its nest at that time of year ; 
third, tha t it should have given out such a call—a call such as I have 
never heard a Raven make before or since. 

I thought no more about the matter until (on March 28th) I heard 
tha t a keeper had shot one of a pair of Ravens about three weeks 
before, and about five miles from where the events described above 
took place, and in the direction from which the bird had arrived. On 
April 4th, on going to the place where this bird had been shot, we 
put a Raven off a nest in a large larch tree. It, therefore, seems possible 
tha t the peculiar note which I have described is the invitation note 
given out by a Raven in search of a fresh mate after its partner has 
been shot, and that I had seen the bird set out on its search. 

H. A. GILBERT. 

MAGPIE AND K E S T R E L NESTING IN SAME T R E E . 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With reference to Mr. Jourdain's comment on my note 
(antea p . 199), the reverse is generally the case in Cambridgeshire, 
in fact, there is positive proof that a pair of Magpies evicted the 
Kestrels. 

Early in April, I saw the Hawks frequenting the " last year's nest " 
of the Magpies until about the 12th or 15th of the month. I quite 
expected to find eggs when I climbed up on about the 25th, but found 
instead, that the Magpies were again in possession and were repairing 
the old home. I waited until the first week in May and then took 
the six Magpies' eggs, when, immediately, the Hawks returned and 
laid five eggs (and hatched off successfully), while the Magpies built 
again in the same wood, but a fairly long way away. 
BARTON, CAMBRIDGE. G. W. THOMPSON. 

COMMON BUZZARDS HOVERING. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

S I R S , — I have lived in Buzzard country all my life and can assure 
Mr. Thorpe tha t these birds frequently hover. I have seen them do 
so times without number, and the best exhibition I have seen was 
in April, 1926, when I saw a Buzzard hover for more than a minute 
over a grass-field near Solva. In addition, on May 6th, 1924, I saw a 
Golden Eagle hover for an appreciable time—estimated at twenty 
seconds—behind Dorback Lodge, Nethybridge. I had the glasses 
on the bird a t the time and could see that it was moving its head and 
examining the ground beneath it. I am unaware whether the nuptial 
flight of the Common Buzzard has been recorded, but many observers 
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must have seen it. The pair float in circles round and round each 
other near the nesting site, always facing each other, with tails wide 
spread (to show the barred feathers) and wings held stiffly at a steeper 
angle than in the ordinary flight. In addition, I have seen a variant 
of the courtship flight and one which is very like that recorded of the 
Kestrel. On April 19th, 1926, I saw a Buzzard repeatedly diving past 
its mate, which was sitting on a projection of the cliff near Strumble 
Head, squealing repeatedly. The bird shot up into the air after 
each dive, only to repeat its performance, and almost struck its partner 
a t each dive. H. A. GILBERT. 

[Fraul. J. Schinz also writes from Zurich that she occasionally sees 
Buzzards hovering over the fields, and sends the following references 
to the habit by German authors : Brehm, Tierleben, I . Band, p . 381 ; 
C. G. Friderich, N atur-Geschichte der Deutschen Vogel, p . 408 ; Otto 
Fehringer, Vogel Mitteleuropas, I I . Band. Raben-Raub Huhnervogel, 
p . 62 .—EDS. ] 

BIRD'S-NESTING MICE AND BANK-VOLES. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Referring to Mr. Tucker's letter (antea p . 158), it should 
be noted tha t in Rudolf Zimmermann, Das Liebesleben der Vogel 
(Dresden, 1922), on plate 16, an excellent photograph is given of 
Evotomys glareolus in the act of robbing a nest of a Yellow Bunting 
(Emberiza c. citrinella). 

Personally, I have the following notes on nests robbed apparently 
by mice, although I did not see the marauders a t work. 

In a nest of a Blackcap (Sylvia a. atricapilla), found with four newly 
hatched young on June 3rd, 1922, near Utrecht, about 1 metre from 
the ground in a hedge, lay, on June 9th, one dead young, and in the 
bottom of the nest a round hole was bitten. 

A nest of a Chaffinch (Fringilla c. ccelebs), found with three eggs on 
May 10th, 1925, near Leersum (prov. Utrecht), in an elder tree about 
z\ metres from the ground, was found empty on May 23rd. In this 
case a little round hole was bitten in the side of the nest. 

A nest of a Song-Thrush (Turdus philomelus) found with four 
newly hatched young on May 26th, 1925, near Utrecht, about 2 metres 
from the ground in a beech tree, was found empty on June ist, while 
a round hole was bitten in the bottom of the nest. 
UTRECHT, HOLLAND. F R . HAVERSCHMIDT. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 
SIRS,—In this district (Herefordshire), mice destroy a very large 

percentage of the first eggs laid by the Wood-Lark (LulMa arborea), 
i.e., those laid between March 25th and April 20th. I t is difficult 
to say what proportion of nests are so destroyed, but I should pu t it 
as high as 70 per cent, a t least. H. A. GILBERT. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 
SIRS ,—I am able to give some further information about mice as 

marauders. In the summer of 1921 we found several nests of small 
birds, some of them more than six feet from the ground in trees, 
destroyed. Later on, young trees in the woods of Born, near Olten 
in Switzerland, were damaged, the bark being gnawed. We began 
to put traps in the trees, some of them near precipitous rocks more 
than 15 feet high. We caught some dozen of bank-voles and long-
tailed field-mice {Evotomys glareolus jurassicus and Apodemus sylvaticus 
bomensis) and, once, we caught a climbing common vole (Microtus 
agrestis). G. VON BURG. 

OLTEN, January 5th, 1927. 
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