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ORNITHOLOGICAL REPORT FROM NORFOLK 
FOR 1926. 

BY 

B. B, R I V I E R E , F.R.cs., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. 

T H E event of most outstanding interest to Norfolk ornithology 
in the year 1926, and one which seems likely to have an 
important bearing upon its future, was undoubtedly the 
purchase of Cley Marshes from the executors of the late 
Mr. A. W. Cozens-Hardy by a few public-spirited and enter
prising naturalists, and the formation of a limited company, 
entitled the Norfolk Naturalists' Trust, to whom the property 
has been handed over to be maintained for all time as a bird 
sanctuary. 

Cley Marsh, to which reference has frequently been made 
in these notes, is some 400 acres in extent, and is bounded 
on the north by a sea-wall, on the east and west by high 
banks, the former of which divides it from Salthouse Broad, 
whilst on the south runs the main coast road and the village 
of Cley. Formerly this area was well drained, grazing marsh, 
but it became flooded when the sea-wall was breached by an 
abnormally high tide during a gale on the night of Decem
ber 31st, 1921, and having remained in a state of partial 
inundation ever since, has proved an extraordinarily attractive 
feeding and resting ground for Ducks and Waders. Its value 
as a Duck shoot may be gauged by the price of £5,160 which 
the 400 acres realized when sold at public auction, whilst as 
regards Waders there is probably no other spot in England 
where so many rare species may be seen at one and the same 
time during the spring and autumn migrations. Certainly 
there is none where they can be seen more easily, one of the 
best observation posts being in fact a motor car on the main 
road overlooking one of the gates on to the marsh ! Amongst 
the interesting passage-migrants which have visited it annually 
during the past few years may be mentioned Ruffs and 
Reeves, Black-tailed Godwits, Spotted Redshanks, Curlew-
Sandpipers, Little Stints, Green and Wood-Sandpipers, Black 
Terns, and Spoonbills. A colony of Sandwich Terns bred 
there in 1923, whilst a Ruff and Reeve remained to nest in 
1922, and encouraged by this latter fact and by our good 
fortune in having re-established the Bittern, one may still 
hope that on this ideal nesting ground, now that it is freed 
from all danger of disturbance, other of our lost Norfolk 
birds, such as the Black Tern and Black-tailed Godwit, may 
be won back to breed with us again. 
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The newly constituted Norfolk Naturalists' Trust which 
will administer this, and it is to be hoped, other Norfolk bird 
reserves which may be acquired in the future, has full power 
as regards limiting, and if necessary entirely prohibiting, 
public access to their property. The lack of such power has, 
I think, proved a serious disadvantage to the two Norfolk 
reserves which are owned by the National Trust, namely 
Blakeney Point and Scolt Head, the former of which is so 
overrun by visitors during the summer months that the 
protection of the Tern colony has become a matter of very 
great difficulty, and the task of the watcher almost an im
possible one. 

The year 1926 opened with a continuation of the mild 
weather which set in at Christmas, but on January 13th it 
gave place to a nine days' spell of exceptional severity, 160 of 
frost being recorded on the screen on the 15th, and 20° on 
the 16th. A return to mild open weather followed and was 
continued through February and March with the exception 
of a short wintry spell and a fall of snow towards the end of 
the latter month. Unusually fine warm weather prevailed 
during the first week of April, the thermometer rising to 74.5° 
on April 4th ; but the rest of the month was dull and wet and 
was followed by an exceptionally cold May. These weather 
conditions seem to have had some influence upon the arrival 
of summer visitors, for although a few individuals, forming 
the vanguard, put in an appearance exceptionally early, the 
main body appears to have been unduly delayed, very few 
Swallows being present up till mid-May, whilst Swifts did 
not reach Norwich until May 10th, six days behind their usual 
date. The following are the dates of some first arrivals:— 
Wheatear, February 27th (E. L. Turner) ; Chiffchaff, 
March 30th (W. Tracy) ; Sedge-Warbler, April 2nd (Tracy) ; 
Willow-Warbler, April 2nd (B.B.R.) ; Swallow, April 3rd 
(L. Lloyd); Sand-Martin, April 3rd (Lloyd) ; Redstart, 
April 7th (Tracy) ; Whinchat, April 8th (Tracy) ; White-
throat, April 9th (Tracy) ; Nightingale, April 8th (J. P. 
Burwell) ; Yellow Wagtail, April 9th (Tracy); Tree-Pipit, 
April 9th (Tracy) ; Blackcap, April 13th (Lloyd) ; Swift, 
May 10th (B.B.R.) ; Turtle-Dove, May 12th (B.B.R.). 

From the Lynn Well lightship at the mouth of the Wash, 
my correspondent, Mr. W. S. Sharman, recorded the usual 
E. to W. passage of Hirundines throughout May and the 
first three days of June, whilst a Willow-Warbler was killed 
at the light on the night of April 7th, a Sedge-Warbler on 
May 17th and a Whinchat on May 21st. 
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The only other notable feature of the spring migration 
was the exceptional number of Bar-tailed Godwits which 
visited Breydon on their way north in May; Jary, the watcher, 
recording that they were present in larger numbers than he 
ever remembers to have been the case during the past twenty-
five years. 

Fine and warm weather prevailed for the most part 
throughout August, September, and the first half of 
October, when a very cold spell set in till the end of the 
month with ground frosts nearly every night, after which 
open weather with very few frosts continued until the end of 
the year. 

A few Redstarts, Pied Flycatchers, Wheatears, Whinchats, 
and Warblers arrived with a N.E. wind at Cley during the 
first week in September, and were also recorded upon several 
nights during the same period at the Lynn Well lightship 
(Sharman), but during the rest of the month, with winds 
mostly from a westerly quarter, practically no migration was 
seen at Cley, and only one Bluethroat was recorded (Septem
ber 9th), Mr. E. C. Arnold describing it as " the worst Septem
ber I remember." 

Between October 1st and October 8th, however, with anti-
cyclonic conditions prevailing over the greater part of western 
Europe, a great rush of birds travelling from E. to W. passed 
the Lynn Well light both by day and night, and during the week 
Mr. Sharman caught and identified the following species :— 
Lapwing, Knot, Starling, Skylark, Linnet, Chaffinch, Bram-
bling, Greenfinch, Redwing, Song-Thrush, Blackbird, Ring-
Ouzel, Meadow-Pipit, Robin, Goldcrest, and Wheatear. 
A considerable arrival of Woodcocks took place between the 
17th and 24th of October with a wind between N. and N.E., 
one Yarmouth gunner flushing between twenty and thirty on 
Yarmouth Denes on the morning of the 21st ; whilst on the 
21st and 23rd, Rooks, Hooded Crows, Starlings, and Sky
larks were travelling from E. to W. and S.E. to N.W. over 
Poringland, the same movement being observed on the former 
day by Mr. G. Gurney at Hempstead, some twenty miles to 
the north-west. 

Owing probably to a severe easterly gale which occurred 
on October 26th, the North Sea appears to have taken an 
unusually heavy toll of birds at the latter end of this month, 
for Mr. H. Cole, on November 4th, wrote that he had recently 
picked up on Cromer beach the drowned bodies of Blackbird, 
Fieldfare, Redwing, Ring-Ouzel, Linnet, Brambling, Siskin, 
Redstart, Goldcrest, and Blue Tit. 
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A notable feature of the late autumn was the unusually 
delayed departure of Swallows and House-Martins. Two 
young Swallows were seen being fed by their parents upon 
telegraph wires on October 18th (Jourdain), another was seen 
on October 26th (Jourdain), two were hawking over my 
garden at Poringland on November ist, and one was seen 
on November 24th; whilst two House-Martins were seen 
on November 7th (Saunders), one on November 14th (Ley), 
and two on November 25th (Allen). The two latest migratory 
movements of the year were again recorded by W. S. Sharman 
from the Lynn Well light, a passage of Redwings, Starlings, 
Skylarks, Lapwings and Knots from E. to W., and of Rooks 
from S.E. to N.W. taking place on December ist and 2nd ; 
whilst a big rush of Waders was made evident by foggy 
weather on the night of December 5th ; the casualties picked 
up next morning numbering twenty-seven, and consisting of 
Knots, Redshanks, Golden Plovers and Snipe. 

Amongst the few rarities which were recorded during the 
year may be mentioned a small flock of Glossy Ibises, and 
several Dippers, particulars of which will be found under the 
classified notes. 

COUES'S REDPOLL (Carduelis h. exilipes).—Dr. C. B. Tice-
hurst, in Vol. XII. of the Norf. & Norwich Nat. Soc. Trans
actions (p. 263), records a male Coues's Redpoll killed at 
Marsham on January 4th, 1926, and also a female obtained 
at Yarmouth on October 26th, 1910. This race of Redpoll 
had not previously been identified in Norfolk. 

CROSSBILL (Loxia c. curtrirostra).—As foreshadowed in my 
last report, a large increase in the number of Crossbills nesting 
in Norfolk was apparent this year, following the immigration 
which was evident during the late summer and autumn of 
1925. Not only was this the case in the Thetford and Castle 
Rising districts, but evidence of the birds' presence was also 
to be found in the pine woods to the north-west of Norwich 
(Tracy). 

During the first half of June, two adults and five young 
birds, which were possibly reared in a neighbouring plantation 
of Scotch firs, were in the habit of coming several times a 
day to Mr. Moore's bungalow at Hellesdon, some two miles 
from Norwich, in order to drink at the gutter, and Mr. Moore 
was able to take an excellent photograph of them doing so 
from one of his windows. 

WOOD-LARK {Lullula a. arborea).—During the past year 
or two there has been a very noticeable increase in the number 
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of Wood-Larks in Norfolk, and a considerable extension 
of their breeding area. Last year, I was able to record a 
new nesting locality in the northern half of the county, 
this being at Drayton ; whilst this year there was evidence 
of their having also bred in the adjoining parish of Taverham. 
Throughout the " Breckland " districts of the south-west, 
they appear to have been well distributed, whilst Mr. N. 
Tracy reports that about six pairs nested in his immediate 
neighbourhood at South Wootton, a district in which they 
appeared for the first time in 1925. 

GREY WAGTAIL {Motacilla c. cinerea).—A pair of Grey 
Wagtails again nested at Taverham and reared two broods, 
a Cuckoo's egg being removed from the second nest on May 
26th (L. Lloyd). In view of the fact that these birds have 
now reared two or three broods of young ones each year 
for four years in succession, it is somewhat remarkable that 
no other Grey Wagtail's nest has been recorded up to now, 
either upon the same river or elsewhere in Norfolk. 

REDSTART (Phcenicurus ph. phcenicurus).—Redstarts appear 
to be upon the increase in the extreme south-western area 
of Norfolk, Mr. N. Tracy reporting ten pairs in the neigh
bourhood of South Wootton, as against five last year. Of 
the six pairs which nested within his " sanctuary," two pairs 
again reared second broods. No instance of their nesting 
elsewhere has been reported, though a male was seen at 
Taverham on May 6th (L. Lloyd). 

BLUETHROAT (Luscinia s. gcetkei).—The only Bluethroat 
reported during the year was one at Morston on September 
9th (E. C. Arnold). 

W R E N [Troglodytes t. troglodytes).—At sundown on January 
16th, the coldest night of the year, when the thermometer 
registered 20° of frost, thirty or more Common Wrens were 
seen going to roost in some old Martins' nests under the 
eaves of Woodbastwick Old Hall, but that all were not fortu
nate enough to secure a lodging for the night was evident 
from the fact that no less than twelve of these little birds 
were picked up dead next morning on the ground beneath, 
having presumably been killed by the cold. I have often 
known Wrens to make use of House-Martins' nests to roost 
in during the winter, but have never before known them 
" flock " to this extent ; their doing so, upon this occasion 
being due, no doubt, to the very exceptional cold. 
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DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus).—On October 31st and November 
6th, a Dipper was seen on the Wensum, whilst on December 
10th no less than four were seen at the same spot (A. H. 
Patterson). As none of these birds came to a "bad end," 
it is impossible to say to what race they belonged, but all the 
Dippers which have been obtained in Norfolk, with two, or 
possibly three, exceptions, have proved to be of the typical 
Scandinavian and not the British form. 

MARTIN (Chelidon u. urbica).—I do not know how near to 
the ground House-Martins have been recorded to have nested, 
but two nests which were built this year under the eave of 
the engine room at Poringland, were, I think, the lowest 
I have ever seen, measuring 6 foot 6 inches from the ground 
to their lower margins. Entirely undisturbed by the noise 
of the engine, both old and young showed extraordinary 
tameness. Up to the time when they left the nest the young 
ones would open their beaks to be fed when one put one's 
fingers in the nest ; whilst during a day when the engine had 
to be dismantled and taken outside, regardless of all sounds 
of hammering and other manipulations, the parents continued 
to feed them within a few feet of the heads of the workmen 
who were doing the repairs. 

SHORT-EARED OWL (Asia f. flammeus).—No Short-eared 
Owls nested in the Broads district in 1926, but a pair again 
frequented Scolt Head during the summer, where they 
appeared to have a nest, though this was never discovered. 

KESTREL (Falco t. (innunculus).—A Kestrel bearing a 
Witherby ring No. 79097, which was shot at Swaffham on 
August 9th, was, I am informed by Mr. Witherby, ringed as 
a nestling on June 10th at Haslingfield, Cambs. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo I. lagopus).—A few Rough-
legged Buzzards put in an appearance as usual during the 
late autumn, though there has been no large immigration 
of these birds since 1916, and previous to that in 1910. The 
great majority of those which visit us are immature, but a 
female which I saw, which had been shot at Blakeney on 
November 1st, was in adult plumage. 

MARSH-HARRIER (Circus a mruginosus).—A Marsh-Harrier, 
which from its plumage was either a female or an immature 
male, frequented Hickling during the last week in May, where 
I saw it on the 23rd and again on the 30th. A fine adult male 
also visited Hickling during the first week in September, 
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and another in not quite such advanced plumage at the end 
of the same month (E. Turner). Although well protected 
in the locality they most often visit, Marsh-Harriers have 
not, to my knowledge, nested in Norfolk since 1921. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER (C. pygargus).—Six pairs bred this 
year in the usual locality in the Broads district. One of these 
nests contained six eggs, which the Head Keeper tells me is 
the only clutch of six he has ever met with. Two more pairs 
bred upon another marsh in the same district, whilst another 
pair probably nested in the south-west area of the county 
(Sir H. Beevor). 

OSPREY (Pandion h. halicetus).—An Osprey arrived at 
Hickling on July 28th, and remained in the locality for some 
three weeks (E. Turner), whilst another, or possibly the 
same bird, was seen over Breydon on August 28th (E. Ellis). 

SPOONBILL [Platalea I. leucorodia).—A Spoonbill arrived 
on Gey Marshes on April 1st and remained until April 28th, 
whilst one was seen by Mr. Witherby at the same place on 
May 31st. Only one visited Breydon this year, arriving on 
the morning of May 29th and leaving again the same evening, 
this possibly being the same bird which was seen on Cley 
Marshes two days later. 

GLOSSY IBIS (Plegadis f. falcinellus).—A small party of 
Glossy Ibises visited Norfolk during September, an immature 
female being shot at Holme on September n t h (B. J. Sumpter), 
one seen at Hickling on September 14th and 16th (E. Turner), 
one on Breydon on September 16th (F. E. Gunn), whilst 
another—an immature male—was killed by a gunner when 
duck flighting, and I believe in ignorance of its identity, on 
October 7th (E. C. Saunders). 

BITTERN (Botaurus s. stdlaris).—Thanks to rigorous pro
tection the number of breeding pairs has been well maintained. 
Eleven nests were reported to me, but this refers to a portion 
only of their present breeding area. J. Vincent tells me that 
he has now seen no less than fifty-five Norfolk nests since 
1911. 

RUDDY SHELD-DUCK (Casarca ferruginea).—A drake was 
shot at Holkham on May 27th. 

TEAL (Anas c. crecca).—A Teal bearing a ring marked 
Lenigrad, Lesnoy Institut, D.523, was killed at Bowthorpe, 
near Norwich, on November 9th, 1926. Mr. Witherby is 
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informed by Prof. Sushkin that this bird was ringed on 
Luberetzkoie Lake, ten miles east of Novgorod (ioo miles 
south of Petrograd), Russia, on July 25th, 1926. 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax c. carbo).—On September 7th 
and 8th a Cormorant selected an unusual resting place upon 
a projecting ledge half way up the spire of Norwich Cathedral, 
where its somewhat sinister appearance caused, I believe, 
a certain amount of apprehension to some of the inhabitants 
of the Close, until assured of its identity by Dr. S. H. Long. 
On the evening of the 8th it was seen to fly away to the 
E.S.E., after which it was seen no more. 

LEACH'S FORK- TAILED PETREL (Oceanodroma I. leucorrhoa).— 
On September 16th a Fork-tailed Petrel came into the hands 
of Mr. E. Ellis, which had been picked up alive in the river at 
Yarmouth, covered with oil and helpless. It had completely 
cleaned itself next day, having apparently swallowed the oil 
during the process, but it only survived a few days. 

STONE-CURLEW (Burhinus ce. cedicnemus).—Mr. P. Meikle-
john reports that a pair bred this year on Kelling Heath, a 
site which has long been deserted. A pair again nested at 
Horsey, close to the sea, where they have now been established 
for some six or seven years. Other localities in east Norfolk 
where they now breed regularly are in the parishes of Taverham 
and Drayton. 

COMMON SANDPIPER (Tringa hypoleucos).—On August 8th 
a Common Sandpiper was brought to Mr. A. H. Patterson, 
which had met with a somewhat unusual death, having 
swallowed a fishing hook baited with a worm, which had been 
left beside the river Wensum near Hellesdon, and being al
ready dead when the angler returned to his rod. 

GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius).—Two females 
were obtained at Blakeney on October 18th and 21st. 

AVOCET (Recurvirostra avosetta).—An Avocet which visited 
Breydon on December 5th met, at the hands of a boy, what is 
unfortunately the usual fate of these interesting and beautiful 
birds in unprotected areas of Norfolk. The date is a most 
unusual one, and is the latest I have any record of, the latest 
previous dates being October 12th, 1891, and November 
2nd, 1888, both of which are recorded by Pashley (Notes on 
the Birds of Cley, pp. 24 and 29). Mr. E. C. Saunders, to 
whom the bird was sent, tells me that it was a female and 
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that it appeared to be a bird of the year, and was still 
in moult. 

SANDWICH TERN (Sterna s. sandvicensis).-—Well over 500 
pairs of Sandwich Terns nested at Scolt Head, which is now 
our strongest colony, in 1926, about 75 per cent, of the nests 
containing two eggs, whilst there were six clutches of three. 
Unfortunately, the mortality among the young birds was 
extremely high, between 50 per cent, and 75 per cent, of these 
dying, the majority within twenty-four hours of hatching 
(S. H. Long). 

At Blakeney Point some 100 pairs nested, whilst at Salt-
house forty-five nests contained eggs at the end of May. These, 
however, were unfortunately destroyed, probably by rats, 
and the birds left; but five pairs laid again in the latter half 
of June, and successfully hatched off. 

ROSEATE TERN (S. d. dougallii).—The Roseate Terns did 
not return this year to the Tern colony in which they nested 
in 1924 and 1925. A pair, however, bred in another colony, 
where the bird was watched down to the eggs by Mr. H. F. 
Witherby and Mr. J. Vincent on May 31st. The eggs hatched 
on June 21st, and both young ones were successfully reared 
(Pinchin). 

LITTLE GULL (Larus minutus).—Mr. H. F. Witherby and 
I had a very close view of an immature Little Gull at Hickling 
on May 30th, whilst an adult was seen at Yarmouth on 
November 1st (E. C. Saunders). 

LAND-RAIL (Crex crex).—Mr. W. S. Sharman of the Lynn 
Well lightship informs me that a Land-Rail was killed at 
the light on December 15th, a most unusual date. 

COMMON PARTRIDGE (Perdix p. perdix).—-Another example 
of the curious erythristic variety of Partridge, called by 
Brisson Perdix montana, was shot on October 5th at Bylaugh. 
This makes the twenty-eighth which has been killed in Norfolk 
since the year 1896, when they first appeared, all of these 
having been obtained within a limited and well defined area 
of the county. The following are the parishes in which they 
have occurred:—Bylaugh, Dereham, Sparham, Causton, 
Elsing, Hockering.Bawdeswell, Foulsham, Lenwade Taverham 
and Sculthorpe, and a glance at the map will show that, with 
the exception of Sculthorpe which lies some twelve miles to 
the north-west, this comprises an area of mid-Norfolk roughly 
oblong in shape and extending about ten miles from E. to 
W., and seven miles from N. to S. 
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