
TOTES 
HEREDITY IN ABNORMAL EGG-COLORATION. 

IN 1925 I found a nest of a Robin (Erithacus r. melophilus) 
with five pure white eggs not far from Great Waltham, Essex. 
These eggs were of an almost spherical shape. In 1926 I 
found three nests in one week in the same neighbourhood all 
with the same type of egg : one bird laid six and the other 
two five each. I also found a fourth bird with very poorly 
marked eggs. Does not this tend to show that the marking 
of eggs is to some extent hereditary ? For a similar case with 
Spotted Flycatcher see B.B., Vol. VI., p. 343. Unfortunately, 
although I found six of the nests of the above Robins in all 
in 1926, I cannot say that any of the birds raised broods, as 
all the nests were destroyed by mice or Jays. One bird had 
three nests in a five-yard circle in a wood and they were all 
spoilt. J. H. OWEN. 

CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN SURREY. 
WITH reference to my note on Crossbills in Surrey (Vol. XX., 
p. 23), I am pleased to be able to report that at least two 
pairs bred, as, although I failed to find any nests (owing to 
the large number of fir trees in the neighbourhood), I had 
the pleasure of seeing two pairs of birds with fully fledged 
young, feeding on the ground under fir trees on June 26th, 
1926, and the birds have been about in some numbers all 
the winter since. C. W. COLTHRUP. 

IT may be of interest to record that on March 2nd, 1927, I 
saw in a certain district in Surrey two nests of Crossbill (Loxia 
c. curvirosira) containing eggs. From observation I think 
that this bird is a scarce resident in the neighbourhood indi
cated, and I have seen odd pairs in other districts in the 
county. J. BEDDALL SMITH. 

[For previous records see Vol. III., pp. 404, 406; IV., 
p. 187 ; XX., p. 53.—EDS.] 

HOUSE-SPARROWS' WINTER NEST-BUILDING. 
THERE has occurred in Leicestershire a rather interesting 
demonstration on the part of a colony of House-Sparrows 
{Passer d. domesticus) in the building of winter nests. In 
November, 1926, they were observed carrying material, 
building nests and repairing old ones in the ivy on an out
building. Upon closer observation it was found that these 

Y 



274 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. xx. 

nests were being used for roosting, and in some cases by more 
than one bird, which fact gave the observer the impression 
that these nests were being constructed solely for roosting 
purposes. In December or early January, when it became 
necessary to remove the ivy from the building, it was found 
to contain no fewer than forty new domed nests, and all 
snugly lined with clean dry feathers. None contained eggs. 
Of course one is familiar with the frequent occurrences of 
Sparrows and other birds defying the conventions and hatch
ing out young in December and January, but it would be 
interesting to know if there have been other instances of this 
wholesale building of winter nests by Sparrows. W. E. MAYES. 

[In towns, Sparrows will breed at any time of the year. 
A certain amount of perfunctory building is also going on from 
time to time. If the forty nests above mentioned were 
really all new it is certainly curious, but it would seem to be 
difficult to distinguish a breeding nest of 1926, freshly lined 
with feathers, so as to make a roosting place, from a new nest. 
Among birds which breed in communities the example of one 
bird is often followed by the rest.—F.C.R.J.] 

WOOD-LARK IN YORKSHIRE. 
ON January 7th, 1927, at Goathland, a single Wood-Lark 
(Lullula arborea) flew close over my head, coming from the 
north-east, and settled in an oak tree close by—the most 
northerly point I have seen this bird previously is N.W. 
Lincolnshire, where it nests annually—one or two pairs. 
I have never seen it in Yorkshire before, nor do I know of 
any Yorkshire nesting-site, though I should not be surprised 
if it did nest in the Pickering district, where I know of several 
apparently suitable spots. It is most likely this bird was 
passing, going further south to breeding ground. I never 
saw it again. W. S. MEDLICOTT. 

CHIFFCHAFFS WINTERING IN SUSSEX. 
ON January 8th, 1927, I first noticed a Chiffchaff (Phyllo-
scopus c. collybita) at Fishbourne, West Sussex. On the 21st 
my friend, Mr. William Shaw, saw two together, feeding on 
the willows. I subsequently observed single birds here on 
January 9th, 25th, 27th and 28th, and February 1st, 6th and 
9th. On February 10th I saw two birds at once, on different 
sides of a mill-pond, one calling and the other silent. From 
February 18th until March 6th I saw nothing of them. On 
the latter date I saw both birds and heard one of them in 
good song for the first time. RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 
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BLACK REDSTARTS IN DERBYSHIRE. 
WHILE in Deepdale (two miles east of Buxton) on March 7th, 
1927, I saw two Black Redstarts (Phcenicurus ochrurus 
gibrattariensis) and was fortunate in keeping them under 
observation until they flew into a plantation close to the 
Topley Pike entrance of the dale. They moved rapidly and 
silently over the screes, occasionally dropping out of sight 
as they flitted among the masses of jumbled stones and old 
nettle stalks, apparently hunting for food. Both birds were 
dark-breasted ; probably adult males. JOHN ARMITAGE. 

LITTLE OWL IN DENBIGHSHIRE. 
ON January 18th and again on March 16th, 1927, I observed 
a Little Owl {Athene noctua) at close quarters here at Garth-
meilio, Llangwm, Denbighshire ; on both occasions towards 
mid-day. These records, which. I think are the first for 
Denbighshire, are the more interesting taking into considera
tion the fact that Garthmeilio lies in a quiet side valley 
amongst the Denbighshire hills, 900 ft. above sea level. 

M. V. WENNER. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARDS IN YORKSHIRE. 
ON December 9th, 1926, I watched from my house at Goath-
land a Rough-legged Buzzard {Buteo lagopus) hunting the 
moor close by. It " hovered " two or three times for several 
seconds and flew off eventually in a southerly direction. 
While hunting in the Mulgrave Woods, near Whitby, on 
February 15th, 1927, another flew out of a large oak tree less 
than two hundred yards from me and settled in another a 
hundred yards off. W. S. MEDLICOTT. 

SUPPOSED MALLARD X EIDER HYBRID SEEN IN 
DEVON. 

IN December, 1926, I saw off the south coast of Devon a 
strange Duck, which would appear to be a hybrid Eider-
Mallard. Four of us saw it, in a perfect light and flat calm, 
and so close that with two good telescopes (one a Ross) 
amongst us it was almost like having the bird in our hands. 
In shape and general colour the bird was exactly like a duck 
Eider {Somateria mollissima), of which I have seen great 
numbers in Scotland and generally two or three here in 
Devonshire each winter. But on each wing it had the 
complete speculum of a Mallard {Anas plalyrhyncha), two 
narrow white bars, with the broad dark band in between. 
It also had the small curled-up feathers on the tail like a 
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Mallard drake. It dived repeatedly, and we saw it bring 
up and eat a small crab, a small star-fish and several other 
things we could not make out, they were swallowed so quickly. 
Finally, we saw it sitting on a low rock, surrounded by the 
sea, a little way from us. The curled feathers over the 
tail are very puzzling in conjunction with the rest of the 
plumage which was entirely female. At the same time I 
feel sure that these feathers could not have been merely 
ruffled up, and one of my companions agrees with me that 
though not a very conspicuous feature they were quite 
distinct and noticeable. ERNEST ALLEN. 

[Of course it must always remain in doubt what this bird 
actually was. The description does not agree at all with 
that of the Mallard X Eider cross described by Dr. Eagle 
Clarke (Scott. Nat. 1912, pp. 198-201) which, moreover, was 
said not to dive. It is unusual also for any Mallard hybrid 
to show the upcurl of the tail-coverts to anything like the 
extent of the pure species, and the combination of these and 
a speculum with the diving and eating of crabs is very 
puzzling.—EDS.] 

GOOSANDERS IN SHROPSHIRE. 
ON Saturday, February 12th, 1927, I had brought to me for 
identification an adult male Goosander (Mergus merganser) 
which had been shot, out of a pair, on the Severn below 
Atcham Bridge the same morning. This section of the river 
seems to have a special attraction for the Goosander, and I 
have known parties remain there in winter for weeks at a 
time. This was especially notable in the winter of 1885-6. 
Its visits to Shropshire are very irregular, and I have no 
records between 1918 and the present time. H. E. FORREST. 

RED-NECKED GREBE IN CHESHIRE. 
FROM December 29th, 1926, to January 22nd, 1927, a Red
necked Grebe (Podiceps g. griseigena), the rarest of the Grebes 
in Cheshire, was present at Marbury Mere, near Northwich, 
and was seen by Mr. J. Moore and myself. On several 
occasions I was able to watch it very closely and see the 
details of its plumage : the front of the neck was deep chestnut-
red, paling to light colour on the breast ; its bill was yellow 
with a darker tip ; and across the whitish face were two 
slight dark streaks. On several days it associated with a 
Great-crested Grebe (Podiceps c. cristatus), giving a good 
opportunity for comparison. A. W. BOYD. 

LONG-TAILED SKUA IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 
AN immature male Button's or Long-tailed Skua (Stercorarius 
longicaudus) was put up with a covey of Partridges at Melton 
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Mowbray, Leicestershire, on October 3rd, 1926, and was 
inadvertently shot. This is the first record of the bird having 
occurred in the county. The bird has been added to the 
Leicester Museum collection. W. E. MAYES. 

RING-OUZEL IN LEICESTERSHIRE.—Mr. W. E. Mayes 
informs us that a cock Ring-Ouzel (Turdus torquatus) was 
seen at Gopsall Park, Market Bosworth, Leicestershire, on 
June 4th, 1926, and that the last recorded occurrence of the 
bird in the county was in 1888. 

BLACK REDSTART IN SOMERSET.—Mr. Joseph H. Symes 
informs us that he saw a Black Redstart (Phcenicurus ochrurus 
gibraltariensis) at Coat, Martock, on October 30th, 1926. 

PINTAIL IN BERKSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE.—Messrs. F. R. 
Barlow and J. D. Wood write that they identified a pair of 
Pintail (Anas acuta) at the Reading Sewage Farm on January 
26th and 31st, 1927, and two pairs near Twyford on March 
24th, 1926. Messrs. A. B. and J. R. Gillett, P. Campbell 
and Miss M. Campbell also inform us that they saw a drake 
on the lake in Woodstock Park on January 7th, 1927. 

LITTLE AUK IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. W. S. Medlicott writes 
that a Little Auk (A lie alle) was caught alive on a pond at 
Driffield on December 2nd, 1926, and brought to him. 
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