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AN INLAND MIGRATION OF GREY GEESE. 
BV 

R. H . BROWN. 

THESE notes deal with a probable migration of the various 
species of Grey Geese (Anser sp.) between the Sol way Firth 
and either Yorkshire or Norfolk or perhaps both counties. 
As details have been obtained solely from noticing the flocks 
flying overhead, it is not possible to say which species are 
involved, if, indeed, all four species are concerned. At the 
present time the Grey Lag-Goose (A. anser) and the Pink-
Footed Goose (A. brachyrhynchus) are the most abundant 
species that frequent the Solway. On this migration the flocks 
keep an average altitude estimated at one thousand to fifteen 
hundred feet, but occasionally they pass over no more than 
one hundred feet up. Their flight-formation is mainly like 
an " inverted V»" but the birds in the one arm usually far 
outnumber those in the other, and this formation is not 
strictly maintained and may become a long straggling line, 
whilst one Goose in each flock invariably remains at the 
head of the wedge or line and seems to act as leader. Most 
flocks, whether they are travelling by day or night, maintain 
an intermittent calling, but some pass over in silence. 

The flocks in the autumn come to the Solway from a north 
and north-easterly to easterly direction, so that the marshes 
at the head of the Firth are visited before those further west. 
Beyond this fact, it is not possible to give any definite " migra
tion route," as the flocks approach on a more or less broad 
front. Some come straight over the Scottish hills or Cheviots 
and each the marshes without any wandering from their 
course and give one the impression they have travelled the 
journey before ; many arrive over the Pennines and then 
make towards the Solway, whilst others get as far south as 
the Lake District and it is these flocks that appear least sure 
of their way. When they reach the Lake Mountains some 
come straight north towards the Solway, but most make wide 
circular flights as if trying to determine their way, and then 
apparently sighting the estuary make towards it. The 
flocks usually arrive from the third week of September onwards 
(earliest date, six Geese on September 6th, 1924) and some 
stay until May (latest, May 9th, 1926), but the direction taken 
by them when leaving the Solway for their breeding-grounds 
has not yet been noticed. 

Throughout the early autumn months, and especially 
October, there is a constant migration of Grey Geese from 



VOL. x x ] MIGRATION OF GREY GEESE. 287 

the Solway in a south-easterly direction, presumably towards 
Yorkshire or Norfolk. Data could be given as regards this 
passage over Renwick and Wetheral, villages lying south-east 
of Carlisle, and over Cumdivock, south-west of Carlisle. I 
was away the October and November of 1921-22-23, but the 
details for Cumdivock are scarce compared with those from 
Renwick and Wetheral. Of the upper marshes of the Solway 
Firth, Rockcliffe Marsh, situated north-west of Carlisle, is 
most frequented by Geese, and all flocks leaving this marsh 
and flying to Yorkshire would be more likely to travel over 
the country south-east of Carlisle, rather than south-west, 
and my brother informs me that during October and 
November of 1925 and 1926, many flocks flew over Carlisle 
heading south-east. However, flocks do pass over Cumdivock 
and probably further west, and all one can say is that they 
migrate from the Solway Firth in a south-easterly direction. 

The return journey has been seen, usually in February 
or March, the birds coming from the south-east and making 
for the Solway Firth. Data, however, are not very abundant. 

Some of the flocks may go no further than the north 
Pennines, especially as feeding-grounds of rough, tussocky 
grasses, that seem specially favoured by the Grey Lag-Geese, 
exist there, but so far no Geese have been met on these fells 
during the winter months, and all the flocks that passed over 
Renwick, which lies at the base of the Pennines, kept steadily 
on in a south-easterly direction and never showed any signs 
of alighting on the hills. Of course, the Geese that travel 
to Yorkshire or Norfolk are merely going to feeding-grounds, 
but apparently they remain there the rest of the winter or 
only make occasional journeys back to the Solway. 


