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HENRY WHTTELY. 
i817-1898. 

BY 

H U G H S. GLADSTONE, M.A., M.B.O.U. 

IT is so seldom that one is able to make an addition to Messrs. 
Mullens and Kirke Swann's erudite Bibliography of British 
Ornithology that it seems worth while to record a work—if 
only projected—on British Birds, by one H. Whitely. In 
many respects this publication bears comparison with John 
Hunt's British Ornithology (1815-1822) which, it will be 
remembered, was also never completed and was the work 
of a self-taught ornithologist, a taxidermist, a dealer in birds' 
skins, and an engraver. (x) 

It would appear that Henry Whitely at one time resided 
at 28, and at another, at 62, Wellington Street, Woolwich. 
He was a dealer in birds* skins and numbered many famous 
ornithologists among his patrons, including Dr. P. L. Sclater, 
H. E. Dresser, and J. E. Harting. His son—Henry Whitely, 
junior(2)—went to South America to act as his father's agent 
and also for Osbert Salvin and Frederick Godman who, 
from time to time, described his collections in the Ibis(3). 
During the course of his business Henry Whitely, senior, sold 
upwards of 650 specimens of birds to the British Museum, 
of which at least one—Porzana hauxwelli—was new to the 
collection.(4) At one time he was employed in Woolwich 
Arsenal, and was curator of the Museum of the Royal Artillery 
Institution^) of which he prepared the catalogue of the North 

(') British Birds (Mag.) : Vol. XI. , pp. 125-137 and 148-155. 
p) Henry Whitely, junior (b. 18th June 1844), has been described 

as a most enterprising traveller and collector in Japan and in various 
countries of South America. He made his first expedition to Japan 
in 1864 and, after returning to England, went to Western Peru in 1867 
and later to Southern Peru and British Guiana, where he made several 
ornithological discoveries. He also did a considerable amount of 
geographical work, and in 1884 published an account of his exploration 
of the mountains Roraima and Kukenam. (Proceedings of the Geo
graphical Society, 1884 : Vol. VI., pp . 452—463.) He died in British 
Guiana, n t h July 1892 (Ibis: 1893, PP- 287-288). 

(3) Ibis: 1867, pp. 193-211; 1885, pp. 195-219, 291-306, 418-439; 
1886, pp. 57-78, 168-181, 499-510. 

(4) The History of the Collections contained in the Natural History 
Departments of the British Museum : Vol. II . , 1906, p . 510. 

(6) The Secretary R.A.I, informs me (in Hit. 28.L25) tha t this 
collection was dispersed during 1911-12. 
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American Birds and Eggs(1). The only other contributions 
made to ornithological literature by Henry Whitely, senior— 
other than the publication which forms the basis of this 
paper—are a note in the Zoologist on a Hoopoe killed on 
Plumstead Common "(2) ; a letter in the Ibis on the swimming 
of Skuas(3) ; and a covering letter to a communication from 
his son in the same journal (4). On 30th March, 1898, he 
died at Woolwich, aged 81 years(5). 

It was in 1846 that Henry Whitely, senior, commenced 
the publication—in parts—of a small and now exceedingly 
scarce book on British Birds. Owing, however, to the 
interference of his business, which took up most of the author's 
time, only three parts were published(6) and it is highly 
improbable that many copies were printed. The list of 
subscribers, in part II., numbers but forty-four, and a similar 
list in part III. only totals fifty-one. The work is very 
seldom quoted in any second-hand bookseller's catalogue, 
and it may be noted that the British Museum Library does 
not possess a copy. I have part I., and the only owner— 
so far as I know—of a complete set of the three parts is Mr. 
J. E. Harting, who has not only most kindly lent me his copy 
for inspection, but has also given me a good deal of information 
about the author. The plates are said to have been drawn 
and coloured by Whitely's wife, and reveal (if it may so be 
surmised) the influence of the illustrations to Sir William 
Jardine's Naturalist's Library (1838-1843) in that the birds 
themselves are coloured and the backgrounds scenic but in 
black and white. The colouring of the plates in parts II. 
and III. appears to be more crudely executed than in part I. 

As regards the actual work itself : an advertisement sheet 
(which is fortunately preserved in my copy of part I.) gives 
some interesting details:—A Natural History of British 
Birds—in parts—was projected ; each part to contain seven 
coloured plates of birds and one coloured plate of their eggs ; 

(*) Catalogue jofj North American Birds and Eggs,, arranged in 
cabinets, in the Museum jof thej Royal Artillery Institution,! Woolwich./ 
by J Mr. H. Whitely, I curator of the Museum. / Woolwich :/ printed at 
the Royal Artillery Institution,) 1865. 1 Vol. 8vo. pp. [1], 1-23. 
(Copies of this catalogue are met with but rarely.) 

(2) Zoologist : 1861, p . 7647. 

(3) Ibis : 1866, p . 127. 

(*) Op. cit : 1884, pp. 356-8. 

(5) Registrar of Births and Deaths, Woolwich. 

(6) Henry Whitely : in litt. to J. E. Harting : 25.iii.1894. 

http://25.iii.1894
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price is. 6d. neatly bound in cloth ; first part now [1846] 
ready ; second part to be ready in June and another part, to 
appear as part III., to be ready in December. As the number 
of copies to be printed was to be limited, subscribers were 
invited to apply to G. Whitely. The advertisement goes 
on to point out that G. M. Whitely was a " steel and copper
plate engraver, bookseller and printer " a t 62 Wellington 
Street, Woolwich. H. Whitely describes himself as a " Bird 
and Animal preserver, dealer in Foreign and British Bird 
skins, Insects, Shells, etc.," and he adds " Gentlemen wishing 
to obtain a thorough knowledge of British Birds and their 
Eggs, can inspect a large collection of Skins and Eggs at H. 
Whitely's, 62 Wellington Street, Woolwich." 

It only remains to add that the letterpress, though unpre
tentious, contains some references as regards distribution which 
are of interest nowadays. The book is certainly remarkable 
as the work of a self-taught man who claims that:—" The object 
in the publication of this small volume, is not gain, but with 
a view to induce individuals of the same standing in society 
as myself (that of an Artisan) to bestow a small portion 
of that time, which is spent by so many in the ale-house, 
upon the study of natural history, not merely by reading 
works of that description, but by repairing to the woods and 
fields, where, under the clear vault of heaven, they will find 
nature in all her glory.'X1) Similar noble sentiments are 
expressed in the introductions to each of the three parts 
and, in taking leave of this high-minded Artisan of eighty 
years ago, I trust it will not nowadays be regarded as 
provocative if I conclude this very incomplete biography of 
Henry Whitely with the words si sic omnes. 
Collation :— 

[Part I.] Natural History /of British Tits,/by/H. Whitely./ 
[cut] Nest of the Long tailed Tit./Published by G. M. Whitely, 
Wellington St., Woolwich./1846. pp. [iii]-iv, Introduc
tion : pp. [1]—[22] Letterpress to plates 1-7. Bearded 
Tit, Long tailed Tit, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Marsh Tit, Cole 
Tit, Crested Tit, and plate 8 of eggs of these species except 
Crested Tit : 1 p. [unnumbered] advertising the work. 
The imprint on p. [22] states that it was printed by James 
Black, printer, Powis Street, Woolwich. (The copy which 
I possess of this part appears to be in the original green 
cloth covers and measures 7x4+ins. On the front of 
the cover is pasted a green label British Birds, /Parti. /TITS.) 

(l) H. Whitely : British Tits : 1846 : [part I.] p. [iii.]. 
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Part II. British Birds,/by/H. Whitely.jPart 2ndjFinches.j 
[cut] nest of the chaffinch, j18'47. pp. [iii]-vii, Introduc
tion : Subscribers [List of 44] pp. [i]-25 Letterpress to 
plates 9-15. Hawfinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Siskin, 
Chaffinch, Mountain Finch, Bullfinch, and plate 16 of 
the eggs of these species : [no imprint as regards printer]. 

Part III . British Birds,/by/H. Whitely.jPart III.) 
Finches./Woolwich -./Published by G. M. Whitely,/62, Welling
ton Street,/ 1848. pp. [iii]-v, Introduction : Subscribers 
[list of 51]. pp. [i]-2i. Letterpress to plates 17-23. 
House Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, Linnet, Twite, Redpole, 
Mealy Redpole, Bunting, and plate 24 of the eggs of these 
species except Mealy Redpole: [no imprint as regards 
printer]. 


