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EARLY YELLOW WAGTAILS IN KINCARDINESHIRE. 
ON March 23rd and 24th, 1927, while fishing on the Dee near 
Banchory, I saw Yellow Wagtails (Motacitta f. rayi) on the 
bank, which is mostly cultivated and grass in that district. 
Although I did not see more than two birds at once I saw 
them in different places and think there were two pairs. 

H. LEYBORNE POPHAM. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN KENT IN SPRING. 
ON April 6th, 1927, my son, W. H. Hale, and I saw a Great 
Grey Shrike (Lanius e. excubitor) at Hothfield. It is well 
known that as an autumn and winter visitor this bird occurs 
almost every year in Kent, but according to Ticehurst (B. of 
Kent, p. 115), only three have been recorded in spring or 
summer. I take this opportunity of recording another bird 
shot at Hollingbourne on February 19th, 1906. 

JAMES R. HALE. 

EARLY SPOTTED FLYCATCHER IN PERTHSHIRE. 
ON March 28th, 1927, I saw a Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa 
s. striata) near Dunning in Perthshire, about 1,000 feet above 
sea-level. 

I may add that it was on a telegraph wire immediately 
above me for several minutes, and to confirm the identifica
tion caught two flies and returned, showing the characteristic 
flight. A. H. R. WILSON. 

EARLY BLACKCAP IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
A BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla) appeared in my garden at 
Uley, Gloucestershire, in the beginning of March, 1927. I 
first saw it on the 3rd and heard its subdued song. It stayed 
about until the 17th, another fine day, when it sang more 
fully and again on the 19th. A. F. R. WOLLASTON. 

HOMING INSTINCT IN ROBINS. 
FOLLOWING my experiments in homing with Hedge-Sparrows 
(Vol. XIX., p. 24), I have always hoped to investigate the 
same with Robins (Erithacus rubecula). 

Unfortunately, I have never had a Robin which was sure 
to visit my traps more than once a day ; I did, however, find 
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one (ringed F.1030) which I took a distance of five miles by 
speedometer on a fairly straight road on December 20th, 
1926, at about 2.30 p.m., and recaught the next morning at 
about 9.30 a.m. where usually taken. I think this bird was 
home by nightfall on the 20th. 

Another Robin (ringed F.1034) became a fairly frequent 
trap visitor. On November 16th, 1926, I caught it and tied 
some red wool on its tarsus, releasing it i-| miles away, with 
a rise 300 feet high intervening, at about n a.m. I am of 
opinion that I saw this bird with the naked eye at home 
about an hour later, and established its return by telescope 
at 2.30 p.m. A. H. R. WILSON. 

HEN-HARRIER AND GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN 
SUSSEX. 

ON February 19th, 1927, we observed a Hen-Harrier [Circus 
c, cyaneus) near Midhurst. On February 21st, 1927, we 
watched for some time a Great Grey Shrike (Lanius e. excubitor), 
probably a male, on a common near Petworth. On going over 
the same ground on March 4th, we saw no sign of him, but 
on April n t h he was seen again. 

STANLEY MORRIS. 
RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

BEWICK'S SWANS AND GOLDEN-EYES IN NORTH 
DERBYSHIRE. 

PERHAPS the following notes on birds recently observed in 
the Peak District of North Derbyshire may be of interest. 

On March 7th I saw four Bewick's Swans (Cygnus b. bewickii) 
on Coombs Reservoir, near Buxton. Two were in full plumage 
while the others had smoky-grey on the necks. The next 
day they were gone. Swans are not common in these parts, 
though I reported seventeen seen on March 4th, 1925 (Vol. 
XVIIL.p . 317). 

At the same time there were two Golden-eyes [Bucephala c. 
clangula) on the water. They remained a few days. They 
were both ducks or young adults, the dark grey below the neck 
and on the side of the body, the whitish collar, and the expert 
diving near the shore convinced me as to their identity after 
seeing them on several occasions. 

This duck is not common in north Derbyshire ; apparently 
the only other record is from Baslow, where one was shot 
(? date), but no doubt it has been overlooked. 

WILLIAM SHIPTON. 
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UNUSUAL SPECIMEN OF WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 
FROM MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

RECENTLY, Mr. R. C. Banks kindly gave me information 
about a White-fronted Go'ose shot on December 16th, 1921, 
at the Corporation Yns-y-fro Reservoir, about two miles 
from Newport. This bird is preserved in the Newport 
Museum and was considered to be a specimen of the Lesser 
White-fronted Goose (Anser erytkropus), but as the careful 
details sent by Mr. Banks did not altogether agree with that 
species, and as only one British-taken specimen had been 
fully authenticated, Mr. Banks kindly arranged with Mr. 
Gunn, the curator of the Newport Museum, where material 
was insufficient for a full comparison, to send the bird to me 
for examination. 

As the bird proved to be an unusual specimen, the following 
details concerning it may be acceptable. I consider that it 
is a very small example of the White-fronted Goose (Anser 
albifrons) and not a Lesser White-fronted (A. erytkropus), 
and this opinion was confirmed by several ornithologists 
to whom I showed the bird while it was at the Natural History 
Museum for examination and comparison. 

The chief characters which rule it out as being of the 
species erytkropus are that the white patch on the forehead 
is restricted as in albifrons and does not extend backwards 
over the middle of the forehead towards the crown as it 
does in erytkropus, and that the " tee th" in the upper 
mandible are quite exposed to view as in albifrons, whereas 
in erytkropus they are concealed when viewed from the side. 

The following are comparative details :— 
Newport Specimen 
tJ December, 1921 

(stuffed). 
Wing : 400 mm. 

Bill from feathers: 
40 mm. 

Number of teeth 
in upper man
dible : 25 

Tee th : exposed to 
side view. 

Anser ALBIFRONS. A1 

392-442 (A. C. Meinertz-
hagen, Pract. Handbook, 
I I . , p . 238}. 

375 (smallest given by Al-
pheraky, Geese of Europe). 

43-52 (A.C.M.) 
40 (smallest, Alpheraky). 

Usually 28, rarely 26 (Al
p h e r a k y ) , a b o u t 28 
(A.C.M.). 

Exposed to side view. 

tser ERYTHROPUS. 

367-388 (A. C. Mein-
ertzhagen, p . 241). 

395 (largest, Alp
heraky). 

28-35 (A.C.M.). 
37.5 (largest, Alp

heraky). 

22-23 (Alpheraky). 
20-22 (A.C.M.). 

Concealed from side 
view. 
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Newport Specimen. 

Forehead: shape 
and extent of 
white as in albi-
frons. 

Folded wings pro
ject about 20 
mm. beyond tip 
of tail. 

Head, neck and 
u p p e r - p a r t s : 
colour as in 
albifrons. 

Anser ALBIFRONS. A; 

White restricted to forepart 
of forehead (see Pract. 
Handbook, Vol. II , , pi. 5). 

Folded wings usually fall 
short of t ip of tail but 
o c c a s i o n a l l y project 
slightly. 

Usually paler brown than 
in erythropus. 

user ERYTHROPUS. 

White extending 
backwards on 
centre of forehead 
to or beyond 
eyes. 

Folded wings usually 
project beyond 
tip of tail. 

Usually darker and 
richer colour than 
in albifrons. 

It should be mentioned that in the Newport specimen 
the extreme base of the bill has been inadvertently painted 
white, and this merging with the white feathers of the forehead 
has made the bill look shorter than it really is. 

H . F . WlTHERBY. 

GARGANEYS IN CHESHIRE. 

ON March 28th, 1927, Mr. R. M, Garnett and I visited the 
meadows flooded by the River Mersey at Sale in the north of 
Cheshire. 

There we saw a drake Garganey (Anas querqueiula) with 
about sixteen Common Teal (Anas c. crecca), and half a mile 
away a drake and a duck Garganey rose from another flooded 
meadow. 

On March 31st we found that the floods had subsided and 
that the Common Teal had gone, but there was a bunch of 
Garganeys—three drakes and two ducks—feeding at the edge 
oi a stretch of water a few inches deep. 

Since 1922 I have seen Garganeys in five localities in 
Cheshire and Staffordshire ; on four occasions they were first 
seen between March 26th and 31st; this seems to point to a 
very regular period for migration. A. W. BOYD. 

Having heard from Mr. Boyd about the Garganeys I 
decided before seeking them in the flooded meadows to look 
at a large sheet of water some six miles to the south-west of 
the meadows. There, on April 6th, I found a pair close 
inshore, and later, when they had followed the Teal with 
which they were swimming to more open water, I saw that 
there was a second pair. On the following day, Mr. T. Had-
field and I watched five birds—three drakes and two ducks, 

2A 
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corresponding with the numbers seen by Mr. Boyd, and they 
remained on the mere until at least the 16th. Probably these 
were the same birds seen by Mr. Boyd and Mr. Garnett before 
the floods subsided. I could not be sure that they were two 
mated couples and an odd drake, for several times all three 
drakes paid attention to one duck, but whether always the 
same duck is uncertain. They swam after and round the 
duck, throwing up their heads and calling every few seconds, 
but the display was not vigorous ; when a duck rose all three 
drakes followed her every turn and twist, the other duck, 
meanwhile, feeding complacently with the Teal. But after 
these excursions one of the drakes returned and swam along
side the second duck. 

My personal records of Garganeys in western counties are 
a little later than Mr. Boyd's, though I cannot say when the 
birds first arrived. They are :—Anglesey, April 15th, 1905 ; 
Cheshire, April 9th, 1910, and April 1st, 1922. The 1922 
birds remained for several days, but not so long as the present 
party. A drake was shot in Anglesey in August or September, 
1917, but I have no note of the bird in Cheshire in autumn. 

T. A. COWARD. 

LATE NESTING OF LAPWING. 
AT Dalwhinnie (Inverness-shire) on September 1st, 1926, with 
Colonel Pelham-Burn, I handled a fledgling Lapwing (Vanellus 
vanellus) which was still covered with down, and in our 
opinion ten days old. I had ringed this bird a few days pre 
viously, and could state that it was the only member of the 
brood. A. H. R. WILSON. 

BROWN-COLOURED ROOK IN CORNWALL.—Mr. E. W. M. 
Magor informs us of a brown-coloured Rook (Corvus f. 
frugilegus) that frequents the neighbourhood of St. Tudy. 
He describes it as being light chestnut on the upper surface, 
with a darker head, and bay coloured below. 
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