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MANX ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES, 1925 AND 1926. 
BY 

P. G. RALFE. 

NOT very much of ornithological interest has been observed 
in Man during these two years. But the Red-necked Phala-
rope has been added to our list, and the observations of the 
Blackcap and Whinchat as nesting are new. The White 
and Yellow Wagtails continue to be noticed, the former in 
considerable, the latter in small numbers. There are a few 
reports of the Garden-Warbler, but no nest seems to have 
been found. The Great Black-backed Gull appears still to 
increase as a breeding species. 

RAVEN (Corvus c. corax).—On October 2ist, 1926, Mr. F. 
S. Graves saw twenty-six Ravens fly in from the sea at Peel 
in a loose flock. Over the bay, six broke away and flew west 
over Peel Hill, while the rest went inland to the eastward. 

CARRIONxHOODED CROW {Corvus c. coronexcomix).—In 
1925 the mixed pair (see B.B., Vol. XIX., p. 10) again nested 
in the same locality as in 1923 and 1924, and Mr. Graves 
obtained one of the hybrid young for the Manx Museum. 

In 1926, however, the birds were not seen on Peel Hill, 
but on the opposite coast of the Island; at Gob ny Garvain 
(or Ghaauin) Mr. G. P. Cookson found a similar pair nesting, 
on April 24th the nest having four eggs. From the behaviour 
of the birds, Mr. Cookson thought that the Carrion-Crow, 
which was obviously sitting, was the hen. The eggs appeared 
to him very small, their length varying from 1} to i f in. 

Col. Madoc saw two Carrion-Crows in Kirby Park, October 
22nd, 1926. 

In March, 1926, Mr. W. S. Kennedy saw at Onchan a pair 
of Crows : one a Grey Crow, the other he considered a hybrid 
with the Carrion. 

BLACKCAP (Sylvia a. atricapilla).-—On various dates in the 
summer of 1926, Mr. F. S. Graves saw and heard a male 
Blackcap in the garden of Mr. Corris, schoolmaster, Ballabeg. 
It sang from a tree overlooking a thick tangle of gooseberry 
bushes, and though, owing to the nature of the cover, no nest 
could be identified, there could be no doubt that there was 
one in the near neighbourhood. 

Col. Madoc saw birds several times in 1926, in one case 
early in July a pair feeding young in a garden on the out
skirts of Douglas. 

MISTLE-THRUSH (Turdus v. viscivorus) .—In May, 1925, 
Col. Madoc found a nest in the centre of a gorse bush. 
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To this species probably belonged the nest which in the 
same year was placed on an open gravestone in the churchyard 
of Kirk Maughold. It was reported to me by Mr. J. A. 
Fraser and Mr. G. B. Cowen; the latter photographed it 
with the sitting bird. On May 17th it had four eggs, but 
was soon after forsaken. 

WHINCHAT (Saxicola r. rubetra).—On May 2nd, 1926, Mr. 
F. S. Graves saw four (male and female) at Glenfaba, near Peel. 

Col. Madoc observed the species three times during the 
same summer, in one case two pairs, one of which was feeding 
young. 

CREEPER (Certhia familiaris).—A specimen was taken at 
the Point of Ayre Light on August 10th, 1926, and came 
into possession of Col. Madoc. Unfortunately, the bird 
could not be preserved, and its subspecific determination 
must remain doubtful. 

SWALLOW (Hirundo r. rustica).—Swallows were seen as 
late as November 10th in 1925, and November n t h and 14th 
in 1926. 

HEN-HARRIER (Circus c. cyaneus).—Mr. T. A. Corlett, 
Jnr., obtained a female specimen in the north of the Island 
in November, 1926, and presented it to the Manx Museum. 
On April 27th, 1926, Col. Madoc saw a male in Glen Helen. 

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (Phalaropus lobatus).—About 
September 20th, 1926, a specimen was obtained at the Point 
of Ayre and presented by Col. Madoc to the Manx Museum. 

LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus).—During the winter of 1925-26, 
unusually large flocks of Lapwing appeared in the Island, 
with smaller numbers of Golden Plover. They were observed 
very abundantly at the Point of Ayre Light in January, 
February and March, 1926. 

COMMON SANDPIPER (Tringa hypokucos).—On February 
28th, 1925, I observed one at Cass-ny-Hawin, a favourite 
locality of the species on migration. 

TERN (Sterna hirundo or macrura).—On February n t h , 
1926, Mr. F. S. Graves saw two medium-sized Terns in Peel 
Bay. 

GLAUCOUS GULL (Lams hyperboreus).—Immature specimen 
at Peel, January 22nd, 1925 (see B.B., Vol. XIX., p. 29). 

STORM-PETREL (Thalassidromapelagica).—On January 29th, 
1926, one was seen off Fort Island by Col. Madoc in very 
stormy weather. 

TURTLE-DOVE (Streptopelia t. turtur).—On September 13th, 
1926, Capt. Crellin obtained an immature specimen at 
Ballamooar, Jurby. 
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