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T H I S issue of the Transactions of this well-known Naturalists' Society-
contains several papers of special interest to ornithologists. The 
President, Dr. E. Hantmry Hankin, gives an interesting address on 
the " Evolution of flying animals." Miss E. L. Turner contributes 
a paper on " Bird migration at Scolt Head in the autumns of 1924 
and 1925," in which there are some observations of considerable 
value. Lord William Percy's article on the " Eclipse plumage in its 
bearing on the life-history of the Ducks " deserves careful attention. 
The author argues, with good reason, tha t the protective coloration 
supposed to be afforded by the eclipse plumage is not needed, and 
is indeed often not provided; tha t while all ducks become equally 
flightless, a very large proportion have no eclipse plumage in the sense 
that their distinctive colour-pattern is eclipsed (this applies chiefly 
to non-Palaearctic species). Lord William states tha t whenever the 
colour-pattern of the sexes is markedly distinct the male invariably 
leaves the female during incubation and undergoes eclipse, whereas 
where the colour-pattern is similar the male almost (there are excep
tions) always stays with the female and undergoes no change of colour-
pat tern during his moult, and he thinks that in these facts lies the 
explanation of the assumption of the plumage which Waterton aptly 
dubbed " eclipse." 

Another important article is tha t by Mr. Humphrey Boardman on 
" The Bittern a t its Nest," accompanied as it is by two excellent 
photographs (taken in conjunction with Mr. J. Vincent a t Hickling) 
of an old bird a t the nest with the young. Mr. Boardman states tha t 
when the young were quite small the mother fed them by putting tiny 
morsels of food into their beaks. Later, as soon as the mother reached 
the nest, one of the young would stretch up and seize hold of her beak 
and grip it tightly and this is clearly shown in one of the photographs. 
The mother would then open her beak and make the young one loosen 
its grip sufficiently to allow her to disgorge food into its mouth. The 
young of this brood left the nest when they were about fourteen to 
nineteen days old. 

Report on Scottish Ornithology in 1925, including Migration. By 
Evelyn V. Baxter and L. J . Rintoul. (Reprinted from The 
Scottish Naturalist, 1926, pp . 69-84, 99-126.) 

T H I S report contains accounts of an exceptional number of rarities 
detected as visiting Scotland in 1925, most of them in the islands. 
Many of them have already been referred to in our pages, but there 
remain several to which attention is drawn below. The Report is, as 
usual, very well and carefully drawn up and contains a great deal of 
interesting information. 

NORTHERN BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula p. pyrrhula).—One or two were a t 
Fair Isle between October 19th and November 9th. 
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ORTOLAN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulana).—In Isle of May on May 7th 
to 9th and n t h . 

LAPLAND BUNTING (Calcarius I. lapponicus).—One at Buddon Ness 
(Forfar) on September 14th (first record for Tay area) and one at Hyskeir 
(Inner Hebrides) September 19th. 

SNOW-BUNTING (Plectrophenax nivalis).—-A nest containing five eggs 
was found at 2,000 feet in the mountains on the west side of Loch 
Treig (Inverness-shire), an extension of the known breeding range. 

WOOD-LARK (Lullula a. arborea).—One at Hyskeir on May 17th— 
the first recorded occurrence in the Inner Hebrides. 

GREY-HEADED WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. thunbergi).—One at Fair Isle 
on May 8th and one in the Isle of May on May n t h . 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa p. parva).—One at Fair 
Isle on May 20th. 

GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus viridis).—One was reported to have 
been seen in May at Megginch (Perthshire), and Lord Scone states that 
one was found dead a t tha t place in the winter of 1923, while another 
was seen at Scone in October, 1912. 

LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua).—Two were shot a t Eaglesham (Renfrew
shire) in March or April. 

MONTAGU'S H A R R I E R (Circus pygargus).—One in April near Loch 
End (Kirkcudbrightshire) " came to an untimely end." 

GARGANEY (Anas querquedula).—One, out of three seen, was shot 
near Mugdrum Island (Firth of Tay) in early September. 
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