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THE SUPPOSED NESTING OF THE VELVET-
SCOTER, LONG-TAILED DUCK AND SCAUP 

IN SCOTLAND. 
BY THE 

R E V . F . C. R. JOURDAIN, M.A., H.F.A.O.U., H.M.S.O. DE FRANCE, ETC. 

MY attention has recently been called to an article on this 
subject by Mr. H. W. Robinson which appeared in the Scottish 
Naturalist for 1926, pp. 177-178. In this paper Mr. Robinson 
states that there is " proof positive " as to the breeding of 
the Velvet-Scoter in Great Britain. He also produces evidence 
of another record of the breeding of the Long-tailed Duck and 
resuscitates an old and erroneous record of the breeding of 
the Scaup. 

Of these perhaps the most important is that of the breeding 
of the Velvet-Scoter {Oidemia fusca). This species has been 
observed till late in the nesting season on several occasions in 
Scotland by thoroughly competent observers, amongst others 
by the Duchess of Bedford, and I believe that the two eggs 
which figured in Sir Vauncey Crewe's collection were found 
on the same island where the birds had been seen in the 
previous season. I should like to say that I have every 
confidence in the good faith of Mr. Whitaker, but as the nest 
which he discovered was already deserted (as described by 
him) it was impossible to identify the eggs in the usual way 
by watching the parent bird on to the nest. What evidence 
Mr. Whitaker has that the Scoters did actually breed later 
on " hard by " I do not know, and none has up to the present 
been published, but I examined the eggs which were taken 
from the deserted nest and they had not the appearance of 
Velvet-Scoters' eggs at all. It is, I think, a rash proceeding 
to assert that there is " proof positive " that this species has 
nested more than once in the British Isles on the evidence of 
two non-typical eggs from a deserted nest! 

The next species referred to is the Long-tailed Duck 
(Clangula hyemalis). In this case I saw the eggs and down of 
the 1911 nest myself and am certain that they were correctly 
identified. When the record was first published, the details 
were so scanty that we strongly protested against its accep
tance, but Mr. Robinson has apparently overlooked the letter 
from the Rev. J. R. Hale, which appeared in British Birds, 
Vol. VII., 1913-14, pp. 205-6. This, I think, settles the 
question quite satisfactorily, for neither of us has any personal 
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interest in the clutch. Apparently Gunn in the following 
year obtained a clutch from the Orkneys, part of which was 
incorporated in the Crewe collection. In this case we have 
no evidence whatever beyond the statement of a professional 
collector, yet Mr. Robinson is prepared to accept this as 
authentic, while throwing some doubt on the 1911 record ! 
No one now doubts that the Long-tailed Duck has bred 
from time to time in Scotland, and it is quite probable that 
Gunn's eggs belong to this species. It would, however, 
have been more satisfactory to have had some confirmation 
from other sources and it is strange that Mr. Hale in 1913 
did not hear of this case. 

The last case of a neglected record brought up by Mr. 
Robinson is that of a clutch of eleven eggs of Scaup (Nyroca 
marila), taken in Fife* on June 6th, 1880, of which he has 
failed to obtain any further data. Mr. Robinson's researches 
cannot have been of a very thorough or careful nature or he 
would have soon come across references to this clutch.f It 
was taken by the late Dr. A. C. Stark at Loch Leven, Fifeshire, 
on June 6th, 1880, and was sold on June 19th, 1902, for 
£2 7s. 6d. to Sir Vauncey Crewe. I called attention to this 
record in British Birds, Vol. II., p. 85, and this elicited 
a letter from the late Mr. William Evans (t.c, pp. 132-134) 
which I think finally disposes of this error. Stark was 
a careful and trustworthy observer, but his eyesight was 
defective. At the time of his visit to Loch Leven he saw 
only Scaup on the lake, and sent a detailed account to the 
Proc. Royal Phys. Soc, Edinb., VII., p. 203. Next year 
he twice again visited Loch Leven in company with Mr. 
Evans, but only Tufted Duck were to be seen where he 
had observed Scaup, and he frankly admitted the possi
bility of his having made a mistake in identification to 
Mr. Evans. For this reason Howard Saunders dropped 
the record in the second edition of the Manual although he 
had adopted it in the first edition (1889), but qualified the 
statement in the Appendix. As will be.seen from the above 
brief statement, quite a literature has grown up about this 
clutch, and it is surprising that Mr. Robinson should have 
once more dragged it into publicity after it had been decently 
interred in 1908. 

* Strictly Kinross. 
f See, for example, Yarrell, 4th Ed., IV., p. 426; Saunders' 

Manual, 1st Ed., I.e. ; Sharpe, Handbk. to the Birds of Gt. Britain, 
III . , p. 17; Harting, Handbook of Br. Birds, 2nd Ed., p. 251. 
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Perhaps it is fortunate that the supposed clutch of Black-
headed Bunting's eggs {Emberiza melanocephala), stated to 
be " the only British record " in the catalogue of the Crewe 
collection, as taken at Skegness in " 1921 or 1920," and so 
is not mentioned by Mr. Robinson, who has confined his 
remarks to the Scottish records. We sincerely hope that no 
one will urge the acceptance of this record—and only mention 
it in order to avoid the possibility of its being disinterred in 
the future by some one who had not the opportunity of 
seeing it before it was discreetly withdrawn without a single 
bid having been made for it. 




