
N O T E S 
WHITE EGGS OF TREE-SPARROW. 

IN Vol. XIX., p. 95, is a note of a whole clutch of five almost 
pure white eggs of the Tree-Sparrow (Passer m. montanus) 
laid in a nesting box at Rosehill, Cheadle, Staffordshire. 
Again, presumably the same hen bird, has this year laid a 
similar clutch of almost pure white eggs which I hope she 
will hatch in a few days. Last year the eggs were of the 
normal type. Of course, I am referring to the same nesting 
box each year. The hen bird this year was found ringed with 
a ring in which the number of the ring was stamped inside 
the ring, with the result that the number is so worn away as 
to be undecipherable, so that I am unable to say if the box 
has been used each year by the same bird. 

JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 

SONG-THRUSH BREEDING IN OLD BLACKBIRD'S 
NEST. 

ON May 28th, 1927, Mr. T. M. Murphy was climbing an 
elder-tree at Littlehampton, Sussex, in which a Blackbird 
(Turdus m. merula) nested last year, when, to his great 
surprise, a Song-Thrush (T. ph. clarkei) flew off the old Black
bird's nest, which, in spite of the fact that it was considerably 
tilted to one side, contained three Thrushes' eggs. 

M. F. M. MEIKLEJOHN. 

MOUTH COLORATION OF NESTLING RING-OUZEL. 
As there is no mention in The Practical Handbook of the mouth 
of the nestling Ring-Ouzel (Turdus t. torquatus) it may be of 
interest to state that the inside is deep yellow in colour but 
not all of one shade ; there are no spots, and the flanges are 
white, shading to yellowish-white towards the gape to pale 
yellow at the gape. H. W. ROBINSON. 

SWALLOWS AND HOUSE-MARTINS ON MIGRATION 
IN THE ATLANTIC. 

ON a voyage to Cape Town I observed four Swallows (Hirundo 
rustica) on board ship on April 27th, 1927, 180 miles due west 
of Gibraltar, and over 100 miles lrom the nearest land. They 
remained with us for two days. A single Swallow appeared 
on May 1st, sixty miles from Tenerife. 
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On May 4th a single House-Martin (Delictum urbica) came 
on board about 140 miles west of Sierra Leone and the nearest 
land ; by the following morning the bird had left. 

A. H. R. WILSON. 

SMOKY-GREY AND RED ON NECKS OF WILD SWANS. 
WITH regard to the note on Bewick's Swans having smoky-
grey necks, mentioned on p. 295, Vol. XX., it may be of 
interest to state that I have often seen this on the necks of 
adult Whooper Swans, and from the fact that it can be 
brushed off with the hand or a damp cloth, I concluded that 
it was the pollen of some water plant, and was not a phase of 
plumage at all. 

I have often seen it stated that the rusty-red colour on the 
heads and necks of Whoopers is a sign of immaturity. With 
this I cannot agree, but rather that it is a sign of age ; the 
more red the older the bird. This is borne out by the fact 
that in the enormous 28-lbs. Whooper shot in Orkney, which 
by its toughness must have been a centenarian, the rusty-red 
extended well down on to the breast. 

This rusty-red colour is most certainly not due to iodine as 
some writers have affirmed. H. W. ROBINSON. 

(The suggestion that the rusty-red colour on the heads and 
necks of Swans is due to staining by iodine is, of course, from 
the nature of that element, ridiculous. On the other hand, 
Stevenson long ago showed that it is due to staining by ferric 
oxide and, as regards the Mute Swan, the depth of coloration 
is quite independent of the age of the individual, vide B. of 
Norfolk, III., pp. 52, 75 et seq.—EDS.] 

BRENT GOOSE IN N. WALES IN MAY. 
ON May 12th, 1927, I saw a Brent Goose (Branta bernicla) on 
the strait between Holy Island and Anglesey. The bird 
passed me from behind and alighted among some Sheld-
Ducks. It let me get within 400 yards and, as I had good 
glasses, and know the bird well, I have no doubt of the species. 
It rose with the ducks, but soon separated from them and 
flew out of range of my glasses in a northerly direction. It 
showed no sign of injury and was in good plumage. 

J . A. POWNALL. 

EARLY BREEDING OF GREAT CRESTED GREBE. 
A BROOD of three Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps c. cristatus) 
now to be seen with the parent bird on Betton Pool, near 
Shrewsbury, appeared to be about a fortnight old on May 
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18th, 1927. This is exceptionally early according to my 
experience. The Practical Handbook gives the incubation 
period as about four weeks, so that the eggs in this instance 
must have been laid in the first or second week of April. 
Grebes frequent this pool during the greater part of the year, 
but there were none there in December or January. I do 
not think that they leave the district, however, for there are 
four other meres within a radius of three miles, and the birds 
seem to wander between one or another of these in the winter 
months, only settling down at the breeding place in February 
or March. H. E. FORREST. 

[The breeding season of the Great Crested Grebe is variable 
and probably depends to some extent on the amount of covert 
available. While Many birds do not nest till May or even 
sometimes not till June, Mr. G. K. Baynes has recorded full 
clutches on March 27th, 1915, and April 1st, 1914, in Surrey, 
cf. Br. B., VIII., p. 292. Cf. also Ann. Scott. Nat. Hist. 1907, 
p. 206, but this last record seems to require confirmation.— 
F.C.R.J.] 

DOTTEREL IN SHROPSHIRE. 
A PAIR of Dotterel (Charadrius morinellus) appeared on a 
field at Wroxeter, near Shrewsbury, during the morning of 
May 3rd, 1927, and stayed for about an hour after they were 
first seen by Mr. Frank Jackson. They exhibited the extreme 
tameness which is such a marked trait of this species, allowing 
Mr. Jackson to approach quite close to them, and then only 
flying about twenty yards and again alighting. The Dotterel 
is a rare and irregular visitor to Shropshire. The last prior 
record was in May, 1886, when three were shot out of a flock 
of thirteen near Wellington. In North Wales the most 
recent record was two seen by Colonel Alan Gough, of 
Pwllheli, on Rhiw Mountain, Lleyn, Carnarvonshire, May 10th, 
1920. H. E. FORREST. 

BEHAVIOUR OF NESTING BIRDS IN FLOODS. 
ON April 9th, 1927, there was a great fall of rain and snow 
on the Shropshire-Montgomeryshire border near Oswestry. 
The fall was so heavy that between Oswestry and Ellesmere 
the fields were flooded to an unusual extent. As a result, 
large numbers of nests of Lapwing (Vanellus v. vanellus) and 
Snipe (Capella g. gallinago) were flooded. Eggs that had been 
incubated for some time floated to the edge of the beds of 
rushes and were there eaten by Rooks, Crows, Magpies, etc. 
Most of these eggs were of Lapwings. The Snipe had not been 
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sitting long and the eggs were still in the nests after the water 
went down. One Snipe, nesting in a small tuft of rushes, 
raised the nest something like four inches and actually saved 
three of the eggs ; the fourth was on the old bottom below 
the new material. Some of the Lapwings, in cases where the 
water only covered the eggs for a few hours, came back and 
sat on the eggs and in some cases laid to them ; I was not 
there late enough to see how they hatched. A nest of a Red
shank (Tringa t. totanus) containing two eggs was also covered 
for many hours, at least twenty-four, but the bird finished 
her clutch. When I looked at them a fortnight later two of 
the eggs had chicks, but two were clear and useless. Pre
sumably these were the two that were under water so long. 
How long could eggs lie under water without being rendered 
useless ? 

The building up of the nest by the Snipe is a new experience 
to me, though it is a very common habit with Moorhens 
(Gallinula ch. chloropus), especially when nesting on ponds, 
to fight a rise in water by raising the platform of the nest ; 

• both birds work very hard and the nest becomes very untidy. 
During this storm, which lasted thirty-six hours at its centre, 
a pair of Moorhens beat the record for salving operations. 
Their nest was in a small, low-lying pond, hardly more than a 
broad ditch. Before the storm the nest was some few inches 
above the water and six inches or more below the tops of the 
rushes. Afterthe storm it must have been eighteen inches above 
the rushes. I saw it on April 12th after the water had gone 
done and it was then a foot clear of the rushes and absurdly 
obvious, being very much the highest object in the neighbour
hood. It had probably sunk considerably with the receding 
of the water as it was badly tilted over, possibly by the birds 
in getting on and off. Also the cup was much bigger and 
flatter than a nest usually is and the seven eggs were scattered 
about on it. Nevertheless it served its purpose and the birds 
hatched off successfully. I have seen Moorhens fight a rise 
of water in a pond with a very small stream through it, but 
my experience is that they quickly recognise the uselessness 
of fighting a rising brook or river and give up. When they 
are busy on the task of saving the nest they utter a note which 
clearly indicates their perturbed state. J. H. OWEN. 

LITTLE AUK INLAND IN WESTMORLAND IN MAY. 
ON May 5th, 1927, a Little Auk (Alle alle) was brought to me 
alive. It had been captured in a poultry run at the head of 
Windermere, and did not appear to be injured in any way. 
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It was subsequently released on the lake, and I hope was able 
to resume its interrupted journey. A previous occurrence of 
this bird in the same locality was reported in Vol. XIV., 
p. 189. A. ASTLEY. 

PHEASANT CHICKS SWIMMING RIVER. 
IN May, 1927, I put up a hen Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) 
out of the reeds bordering the Hampshire Avon. She flew 
across and settled in the reeds on the other side. A few 
moments later, in answer to her calls, six nestlings started to 
swim across the river. Five got over but one was soon in 
difficulties and was eventually drowned. Two more nestlings 
then attempted to cross—one succeeded and one was drowned. 
I was ten to fifteen yards away from the nestlings when they 
started to cross so they were not suddenly frightened into the 
water. The river is about twenty-five yards broad and its 
current fairly strong. BERNARD J. RINGROSE. 
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