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THE NESTLINGS OF SOME FURTHER RARE 
BRITISH BIRDS. 

BY 

H. F. WITHERBY. 
IN 1925, I was able to describe the nestlings ot some species 
which had not been examined when the Practical Handbook 
was published (see Vol. XIX., p. 70). This summer, during 
a trip in the mountains of central Spain, I was fortunate 
in finding nestlings of a few additional undescribed species. 
One of these, the White-spotted Bluethroat, which we found 
breeding plentifully amongst the broom on the higher parts 
of the Sierra de Gredos (between 4,000 and about 7,000 feet), 
was quite a surprise, as the bird was not previously known 
to breed in the Spanish Peninsula. In the western Gredos, 
at about 6,000 feet, the species was quite common and the 
males by their actions and song were conspicuous. They 
indulge in a beautiful singing-flight, something like that of 
a Pipit, and singing sweetly descend like a parachute, with 
their legs dropped and held down stiffly and fully extended. 
Arrived on the top of a broom bush they complete the song, 
constantly cocking up their tails at right angles to the body. 
They have some favourite point on which to perch and sing, 
and this is usually a dead bough of a broom sticking up a 
little higher than the rest of the bush. They spend much 
time hunting the ground for food, and are then usually 
hidden amongst the thick bushes, but they constantly come 
up to these points to sing and only more occasionally perform 
the singing-flight. Most of those we saw had pure blue 
throats, but some showed a slight white spot when the 
feathers of the throat were turned up in singing, while a 
smaller proportion had a well-defined white spot in the 
centre of the brilliant blue. A nest on June 21st contained 
three young newly-hatched and an infertile egg. The nest 
was placed in a low broom bush and rested upon boughs 
trailing on the ground and was barely concealed by the 
branches above it. It was made of dead broom twigs and 
lined with grass and fine roots. While the species usually 
breeds in swamps, it was here nesting on dry hill sides. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulana).—Vol. I., p. 122*. 
Down: whitish-grey with slight buff tinge, fairly long and 
plentiful; distribution: inner supra-orbital, occipital, humeral, 
ulnar, spinal, femoral, crural and ventral. Mouth: inside 

•Reference to volume and page in the Practical Handbook, where 
the species is described. 
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pink, no tongue-spots ; externally, gape-flanges pale creamy-
yellow. N.B.—Just hatched. Sierra de Gredos, Spain, 
June 18th, 1927. 

WATER-PIPIT (Anthus s. spinoletta).—Vol. I., p. 184. 
Down : dark mouse-grey, long and plentiful; distribution: 
outer and inner supra-orbital, occipital, humeral, ulnar, 
spinal, femoral, crural and ventral (short on two last). Mouth: 
inside pink flesh, no tongue-spots; externally, gape-flanges very 
pale yellow. N.B.—Just hatched. Sierra de Gredos (6,500 
feet), Spain. June 21st, 1927. 

CENTRAL EUROPEAN CRESTED TITMOUSE (Parus c. mitratus). 
—Vol. I., p. 240. Down: dark mouse-grey, long and fairly 
plentiful; distribution: inner supra-orbital, occipital and 
spinal. Mouth: inside dull yellow, no tongue-spots; externally, 
gape-flanges bright pale yellow. N.B.—Just hatched. San 
Ildefonso, Segovia (Sierra Guadarrama), Spain. May 23rd, 
1927. 

WHITE-SPOTTED BLUETHROAT (Luscinia s. cyanecula).— 
Vol. I., p. 477. Down: dark slate-grey, fairly long and 
plentiful; distribution: outer and inner supra-orbital, occi
pital, humeral and spinal. Mouth: inside orange, no tongue-
spots ; externally, gape-flanges whitish-yellow. N.B.—Just 
hatched. Sierra de Gredos (6,500 feet), Spain. June 21st, 
1927. 
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