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LETTERS. 
ON BREEDING OF CERTAIN DUCKS IN SCOTLAND. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Mr. Jourdain's sceptical article in your last issue (pp. 38-40) 
ridicules the whole idea that the Velvet-Scoter's eggs taken in Orkney 
by Mr. Whitaker are authentic. As this gentleman saw the bird 
sitting on her eggs close to the deserted clutch, I think I was justified 
in using the words " proof positive," and do not consider it as rash a 
statement to make as Mr. Jourdain makes it out to be. Had Mr. 
Whitaker been an egg collector in a wholesale way, I suppose he would 
have taken both lots, instead of being contented with the deserted 
ones. Mr. Jourdain must know much better than I do that duck's 
eggs are not always true to type. A friend of mine, Mr. Plumb, for 
instance, had a clutch of Long-tailed Duck which he took himself in 
Iceland, which would s tump almost any collector without their down, 
for they are little larger than those of a Pigeon. 

With regard to the Long-tailed Duck's clutch taken by Gunn, the 
personal factor comes in, for Gunn, although a professional collector 
as Mr. Jourdain styles him, was as honest a man as ever lived, and far 
above such things as faking ; moreover, I think I am right in saying 
tha t the eggs were a gift to Mr. Whitaker. If the dealer who took 
the first clutch was as honest a man, why is his name, and also tha t of 
the collector to whom he sold the eggs, always so very carefully 
suppressed ? 

Mr. Whitaker writes to say that as he gave me all the particulars of 
both lots of eggs, he could not think for a minute of writing to any 
paper or magazine, as he never does any thing of the kind. I am there
fore left with the job of defending him against the sceptical. 

With regard to Mr. Jourdain's long diatribe on the supposed clutch 
of Scaup from Fife, I specially stated, not once but twice, that I was 
unable to verify its authenticity, which amounted to a modest way 
of doubting it. H . W. ROBINSON. 
LANCASTER. 

[Mr. Robinson now justifies the use of the words " proof positive " 
by the publication of entirely new evidence, which in his previous 
paper was suppressed. He now states that Mr. Whitaker saw the 
Velvet-Scoter sitting on eggs close to the deserted clutch, and infers 
tha t the latter clutch was not taken. Later he states that Mr. Whitaker 
will not write on the subject to any paper or magazine " as he never 
does anything of the kind." 

Mr. Whitaker is the author of several books dealing chiefly with 
birds, and when cataloguing the ornithological literature of Nottingham
shire, I came across over 150 notes contributed by him to various 
papers and magazines. I t is hardly correct, therefore, to say that 
he " never does anything of the kind " and we are, I think, entitled 
to ask why a record of such importance should be only published 
on second-hand evidence, and why the most important part should 
have been omitted by Mr. Robinson when writing in The Scottish 
Naturalist. These questions demand an answer before the record 
can be seriously considered. 

I t is quite true that Ducks' eggs are not always typical, but it is, 
to say the least, unfortunate that the supposed eggs of Velvet-Scoter 
are not only non-typical but have no down by way of confirmatory 
evidence. What harm would have been done by taking a pinch of 
down and a feather or two from an occupied nest ? 
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With regard to Gunn's clutch of Long-tailed Duck's eggs, Mr. 
Robinson must be well aware that, while no harm can be done by 
referring by name to a professional collector now dead, it is quite a 
different matter to mention the names of living ones, and I should 
be very reluctant to cause trouble in this way. Personally, I do not 
doubt the authenticity of either clutch, but, in the first case, the 
circumstances were independently investigated by Messrs. Hale and 
Aldworth, and this was not the case with Gunn's clutch. From 
information supplied by Mr. H. A. Gilbert, I am inclined to think 
that another clutch was taken last year in the Orkneys. If Mr. 
Robinson was aware that the record of Scaup's eggs from Fife was 
based on an error of identification, it is incomprehensible why he 
should have dragged it into light again and repeated it in an article 
on new breeding records from Scotland. Such statements render 
no service to science.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 
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