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THE 1927 IRRUPTION OF THE CROSSBILL. 

FROM the information already to hand it is evident that the 
irruption of Crossbills (Loxia curvirostra) to this country this 
summer is on a very large scale. 

Summaries of the notes received are published below and 
these are arranged so far as possible in geographical order. 
It is to be hoped that our readers will continue observations 
and forward their notes on the subject, as it is important 
that the movement should be fully recorded. Notes should 
state locality, date when first seen, approximate number, 
dates of any noticeable increase or decrease, or entire depar
ture, and nature of food. It should also be stated if and 
when Crossbills have previously been noted in the locality. 
It might also be stated in what proportion adult males occur. 

Without attempting to summarize the information at this 
stage, it may be mentioned that from the observations already 
received, the migration would appear to have been more 
extensive in a westerly direction than in the great irruption 
of 1909 (see British Birds, Vol. III.). 

H. F. WITHERBY. 

SCOTLAND. 
ORKNEY.—On July 24th Mr. D. J. Robertson saw a flock 

of from thirty to forty near the cliffs at Skaill on the west 
coast of the mainland of Orkney. No adult males were seen. 
The birds seemed to be feeding on seeds of the sea-pink. 

CAITHNESS.—On July 10th and again on 13th and 14th 
Mr. C Oldham saw three apparently young birds feeding on 
the sward on the treeless Holburn Head at Scrabster. On 
July n t h Mr. Oldham saw nine (including two red birds) in 
bracken and ling at Dunnet Head, while on the 14th he saw 
three in another part of the same headland. 

SUTHERLAND.—On July 22nd Mr. Oldham saw seven at 
Golspie. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE.—From July 23rd to 27th Mr. Oldham 
saw several parties of from six to twenty or more in Strath-
nairn, and in the district east of Loch Ness and southward to 
Fort Augustus. Some were in Scots fir, some in birch forest. 
(N.B.—It is possible that some of these were of the Scottish 
form.) 
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ABERDEENSHIRE.—In the first week of August Mr. P. 
Mackenzie observed a very large increase of Crossbills in the 
Balmoral district. Birds of the resident form were in their 
usual small numbers until early July, when a certain number 
of young were observed. The large numbers (fifty to sixty 
being seen in flocks) which arrived early in August were 
evidently not the resident birds and were either oversea 
immigrants or represented a movement of the Scottish form 
from another district. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 
WESTMORLAND.—On July ioth Mr. A. Astley saw five 

in a Scots fir at Ambleside, and on July 21st and for several 
following days three in larch trees at Bowness-on-Windermere. 

YORKSHIRE.—On August 1st Mr. W. S. Medlicott saw a 
single bird, and on the ioth a flock of about forty at Goathland. 
The birds were chiefly in spruce and alder. 

DENBIGHSHIRE.—On July 19th Mr. M. V. Wenner saw 
six at Llangwm in larch and fir. Two were adult males. 

CARNARVONSHIRE.—On August 12th Mr. H. E. Forrest 
received a young male from Menai Bridge, where two parties 
were noticed. 

MONTGOMERYSHIRE.—On July 31st Mr. J. S, Elliott saw a 
few at Churchstoke, feeding on larch. 

BRECONSHIRE.—On July 7th Commander A. T. Wilson 
saw a large number in Scots fir at Garth. The next day no 
birds were seen. 

SHROPSHIRE.-—On July 9th one caught at Broseley is 
recorded by Mr. H. E. Forrest, and from the 26th to the end 
of the month a number are reported from various places 
by Mr. Forrest and Mr. J. S. Elliott, especially between 
Broseley and Craven Arms. 

WORCESTERSHIRE.—On July 21st Mr. J. S. Elliott saw 
eleven at Dowles, and these increased to sixteen which were 
still present on August 8th. On July 23rd Mr. E. St. George 
Betfs saw a flock of forty to fifty near Rednal feeding on 
larch. Most had gone in about a week, but a few were still 
there on August 8th. 

HEREFORDSHIRE.—On July 30th Mr. H. A. Gilbert noted 
two small flocks at Bishopstone. One was feeding on peas 
and others on spruce shoots. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE,—-From July 17th to 28th Mr. R. G. 
Willan daily saw flocks of twenty and upwards in the Forest 
of Dean. They appeared to be feeding entirely on larch 
seeds. Similar flocks were seen by the same observer near 
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Symonds Yat on the 28th. On July 28th Mr. J. S. Elliott 
noted a few at Stanton near Broadway. 

MONMOUTHSHIRE.—In the first week in August Mr. R. G. 
Willan saw considerable numbers in the Crown woods at 
Tintern, feeding on larch-seed. 

SOMERSETSHIRE.—About July 10th and subsequently to 
August n t h Mr. F. H. L. Whish saw a number at Lympsham 
in flocks of six to twenty, feeding on fir cones. 

DEVONSHIRE.—On August 14th and 16th Mr. B. J. Ringrose 
saw one on Lundy Island, feeding on thistle-seeds. On 
August 9th Mr. D. Seth-Smith saw some on Berry Head, 
south Devon, and a few days later quite fifty there, feeding 
upon thistles. Most were young birds. 

HAMPSHIRE.—-On June 27th Major M. Portal reports some 
at Owlsbury in larches, and on August 6th about twenty 
near Wickham. On August 2nd Mrs. K. M. Chilver saw 
two in an apple tree at Bournemouth, where also the Rev. 
F. C. R. Jourdain saw two on August 17th. On August 5th 
and to the 20th Mr. M. C. W. Dilke had up to sixteen in his 
garden at Fawley. They were apparently feeding on Scots 
fir. On August 3rd Mr. A. Arnold saw a flock of about twenty 
at Rookesbury Park and they were there up to the 18th. On 
August 8th the same observer saw a flock at Hambledon. 

SURREY.—On August 4th Major M. Portal reports about 
fifteen in the Pensham district. On August 5th Mr. A. 
Arnold reports some from Frensham. On July 15th Mr. C. 
W Colthrup noticed a large influx in the district where he 
reported Crossbills breeding in 1926 (antea, Vol. XX., p. 273), 
and where they bred again in 1927. On July 22nd and on 
various dates up to August 3rd Mr. Colthrup saw some in his 
garden at East Dulwich. 

SUSSEX AND KENT.—On July 13th Mr. Collingwood Ingram 
saw some near Battle and has since observed them (usually 
in parties of from three to twelve) in a number of localities in 
Sussex and Kent, including Thanet. 

BERKSHIRE.—-On July 21st four were seen by Mr. J. S. 
Reeve near Cholsey. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—On August 14th Mr. C. Oldham saw 
two small parties at Aston Clinton. These were in spruces 
and were feeding, not on cones, but on something among the 
foliage. 

HERTFORDSHIRE.—On August 2nd Mr. A. P. Meiklejohn 
saw eleven near Wheathampstead in fir trees. On August 
7th Mr. Oldham saw about a dozen on Northchurch Common 
in Scots fir. 
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NORFOLK.—On July 2nd Mr. A. P. Meiklejohn saw a small 
flock near Holt in a pine wood, and on the 28th another 
small flock, but he is informed by Mr. H. T. Linton that 
Crossbills have been in the district since the spring. 

LINCOLNSHIRE.—On July 14th a flock of about fifty were 
reported to Mr. J. S. Reeve in his garden near Lincoln, and 
on the 25th he saw twelve there, at least one being an adult 
male. 

IRELAND. 

ANTRIM.—On July 25th Mr. J. Cunningham saw half a 
dozen (mostly in immature plumage) at Fernhill, Belfast, 
and on August 1st he saw some at Parkmore feeding in 
spruce trees. 

LONDONDERRY.—On July 31st Commander J. Chichester-
Clark saw a large number on the shores of Lough Neagh. 

DONEGAL.—On July 14th, and subsequently, Mr. C. V. 
Stoney saw a flock of from six to ten at Raphoe. They were 
feeding on larch. Mr. Stoney also reports some from near 
Ramelton, and from Portsalon near the mouth of Lough 
Swilly. 

MONAGHAN.—On July 19th Mr. H. McWilliam reported 
three from Monaghan, which were " taking off the tips of 
a fir tree." 

UNUSUAL SITE OF CHAFFINCH'S NEST. 

LAST year I reported in British Birds (Vol. XX., p. 105) an 
unusual nesting site of a pair of Goldfinches (Carduelis c, 
britannica) in the ivy growing on one of the bridges which 
span the River Dart, Devon. This year (1927) a pair of 
Chaffinches (Fringilla c. ccelebs) built their nest on a stone 
projecting from the same bridge. One very small piece of 
ivy was overhanging the stone, otherwise there was no attempt 
at concealment and the nest was quite visible from some 
distance. The nest was about half built when I first dis
covered it, and I watched it for a few minutes almost daily 
until it was completed. Eggs were duly laid and the bird 
sat on them for several days, but unfortunately the nest and 
eggs came to an untimely end. Both, the nesting sites of 
the Goldfinch and the Chaffinch, were remarkable for the 
fact that there are three orchards only a few yards from 
the bridge, in any of which one would expect them to build. 

STANLEY PERSHOUSE, 
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REJECTION OF CUCKOOS' EGGS BY REED-
WARBLERS. 

THE Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain writes in " A Study on Parasitism 
in the Cuckoos" (Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 
July 21st, 1925, page 648) :— 

" Most field-workers occasionally come across cases in which either 
the nests are deserted by the fosterer after the Cuckoo's egg has been 
deposited or sometimes the Cuckoo's egg is ejected, and in that case it 
is no doubt very frequently overlooked. Another plan is for the 
fosterer to build over the original nest and to bury the intruding egg 
in the foundation. 

" One of the most remarkable instances of this kind is tha t recorded 
by the Rev. J. R. Hale. On June 15th, 1893, he found a bulky Reed-
Warbler's (Acrocephalus scirpaceus) nest with four fresh eggs. On 
taking these out, a Cuckoo's egg was just visible embedded in the 
lining. When this was removed, a Reed-Warbler's egg was found, 
and still lower a sixth Reed-Warbler's egg; below this again was a 
seventh Warbler's egg with another egg of the Cuckoo. Carefully 
taken to pieces, the structure proved to consist of three or, more 
exactly, two and a half nests built one over the other, the uppermost 
being merely a new rim with a slight lining. The Cuckoo's eggs were 
not of the same type ." 

I am glad to be able to record another instance of a Reed-
Warbler behaving in the same way. 

My friend, Mr. Ernest E. Elgar, writes to me as follows :•— 
" In company with Mr. W. Mead Briggs, on June 10th, 1889, near 

Sandwich, Kent, I found a Reed-Warbler's nest containing four eggs, 
but I thought the nest rather unusual and cut the reeds and took it 
out. When we sat down to lunch, we were examining the nest and 
I noticed something under the bottom which turned out to be a 
Cuckoo's egg. We left it there and when we got home we carefully 
cut the nest in halves vertically, and found the Cuckoo's egg and one 
Reed-Warbler's under the seat of the nest and came to the conclusion 
that the old birds had had something to do with a baby Cuckoo before, 
so when they found this egg in their nest they covered it in, raised the 
sides of the nest and then completed the clutch, but why they did 
not turn the Cuckoo's egg out of the nest beats me ! 

" The nest with the two eggs under the false bottom and four eggs 
on the top were exhibited for several years a t the Natural History 
Museum, but last time I went there it had gone and I could not find 
out anything about i t ." 

To appreciate thoroughly this additional evidence that 
the Reed-Warbler and other fosterers in many cases do all 
that they can without desertion of nest—to get rid of the 
Cuckoo's egg—I would refer those interested to Mr. Jourdain's 
" Study on Parasitism in the Cuckoos." JAMES R. HALE. 

REJECTION OF CUCKOO'S EGG BY TREE-PIPIT. 
ON May 25th, 1915, I found the nest of a Tree-Pipit (Anthus 
t: trivialis) in an orchard in S.W. Kent. It contained five 
eggs of the black-blotched type. Half buried in the rim of 
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the nest was the egg of a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) of the 
grey Pied Wagtail-type, quite unlike those of the Tree-Pipit. 
The question of rejection of the Cuckoo's egg by the Tree-
Pipit at once occurred to me and in order to test it I replaced 
it in the nest. I was away the next day, but on visiting the 
nest on the 27th I found the Cuckoo's egg lying well outside 
beyond the rim of the nest. I replaced it again and on the 
31st received a postcard from my father, whom I had asked 
to visit the nest in my absence, that the egg had again been 
ejected. N. F. TICEHURST. 

SNOWY OWLS SEEN IN INVERNESS-SHIRE. 
ON the afternoon of May 1st, 1927, Mr. J. C. Harrison, the 
bird artist, and I were walking up Glen Feshie, a glen that 
leads into the Cairngorms south of Kingussie. There were 
five inches of snow on the ground, but the sky was cloudless 
and the sun very warm. We were passing beneath a high 
cliff where a pair of Ravens were nesting. The old birds had 
seen us and circled over head, but had now settled down. 
Suddenly one of them flew out excitedly, and, following with 
our eyes the line of its flight, we saw three white birds drifting 
—for that exactly describes their progress—down the glen 
and steering north-north-west. They were about 900 feet 
above us. What impressed us first was their wonderful 
whiteness and the almost uncanny gliding swiftness of their 
flight. They were quite unlike any British bird. All too 
soon they had gone behind the hill. Mr. Harrison had his 
glasses ready and was quite positive that the birds were 
Snowy Owls (Nyctea nyctea). A sketch which he kindly 
presented me with afterwards shows their features unmis
takably. This occurrence is interesting in view of the large 
southward migration of Snowy Owls which occurred in 
the north Atlantic in the late autumn of 1926. 

SETON GORDON. 

LITTLE OWL NESTING IN RAILWAY POINT BOX. 
A MOST curious place for a nest of the Little Owl (Athene n. 
vidalii) has just come to my notice. The selected spot is on 
the railway track at a small country station of the L.M.S. 
Railway in north Staffordshire. The nest is in what the 
railway officials term the " truncheon box," covering a disc 
at railway points. This box has rails close to each side of it, 
and trains are frequently passing within three or four feet of 
the nest all day. The nest contained three young ones, but 
there are now two only, the third having been found dead. 
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Its death was probably caused by getting caught between 
the connecting rods when the points were being moved. 

JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE IN INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

AT 5 p.m. B.S.T. on May 23rd, 1927, from my window at 
Aviemore, I saw a large bird pass heavily up the valley of 
the Spey. At first I thought it was a Golden Eagle, but 
there was a clumsiness in its flight that made me doubtful of 
it. I hurried out with my glass, and saw that it was a White-
tailed Eagle (Haliceetus albicilla). The day was dark and 
the white tail was conspicuous against the dark hill-side. 
I should say the bird was in its third or fourth year as the 
extreme tip of its tail was black. It flew so far above the 
river, then turned N.W. across the shoulder of Creag Eallachie. 
A Black-headed Gull was mobbing it for a time. 

It was interesting to compare the flight with the Golden 
Eagle's flight. The White-tailed Eagle was decidedly larger, 
but what struck me was the heaviness of its flight, and it 
was this that, when I saw it first, put me in mind of the 
Heron. As I had a stalking glass with me I was able to have 
an excellent view. It was fortunate that I happened to look 
out of the window at the very moment the Eagle was passing, 
as I have never heard of the Erne being seen in the Spey 
Valley during recent years. SETON GORDON. 

GRIFFON VULTURES SEEN IN DERBYSHIRE. 

ON June 4th, 1927, I saw two Griffon Vultures (Gyps fulvus) 
over Ashbourne at about 6 p.m. When first seen they were 
only a few hundred yards distant and their unusual size 
was, of course, a characteristic feature, but later, they soared 
away to an immense height. They rose at first almost 
perpendicularly, but when high in the sky they made a 
N.W. course against a rather strong wind. They were under 
observation for about a quarter of an hour ; at the end of 
that time one of the birds turned into the eye of the wind 
and sailed along to the S.E. (towards Derby), whilst the 
other kept on its N.W. course (towards Buxton and the 
Peak) and both were lost to view. The white ruff round 
the neck and the white bare head were clearly seen in the 
case of one of the birds, and even at a great height were 
easily detected when they caught the sunlight. The colour 
of the birds was a dirty brown, and (with the exception of 
the ruff) there was no white about them. 
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They were also seen by my partner, Dr. Ho Hick, and his 
daughter, Miss Kathleen Hollick. ERNEST A. SADLER. 

While watching for the return of homing Pigeons on June 
4th, 1927, at Ashbourne, I saw two very large birds, obviously 
Vultures, circling overhead and not very high. They had 
light coloured ruffs round the neck and bald heads, and 
remained for about twenty minutes soaring about. Having 
had previous experience of Vultures in South Africa, I 
recognised them by their shape and flight. Roughly, 
they seemed to be between six and seven feet across the 
wings. 

I went to the house and fetched my daughter, and then 
went to Dr. Sadler's garden where we watched them together 
as long as they remained in sight, one going northward and 
the other to the east at a great height. 

HUBERT H. HOLLICK. 

WIGEON RINGED IN CUMBERLAND REPORTED 
FROM NORTH-EAST RUSSIA. 

THE authorities of the Soviet National Museum of the region 
Komi-Ust-Sysolak have written to inform me that they have 
received a foot of a duck bearing one of our rings numbered 
36823. The duck was killed by a local hunter on May 27th, 
1926, on the river Ijma, near the village of Kartaielskoe in 
the district of Ijma-Petchora, north-east Russia, in latitude 
64°.5, longitude 57°. This ring was put on a Wigeon (Anas 
penelope) on September 4th, 1920, by Mr. T. L. Johnston at 
Beckside, Longtown, Cumberland. The bird was hand-
reared in 1920 from eggs picked up in the locality, and one 
wing was cut. Two other Wigeons ringed at the same 
time (Nos. 36806 and 36816) were shot in September and 
October, 1921, on Rockcliffe Marsh, near where they were 
ringed. 

This record is of extreme interest, especially when con
sidered in conjunction with the journey performed by another 
Wigeon ringed in Warwickshire and reported from Uralsk, 
nearly as far to the east though a long way to the south of 
this Petchora bird, but it may be noted that this was a month 
earlier in the year. 

The fact that the Solway-Petchora Wigeon was taken at 
the end of May is an indication that it was breeding or about 
to breed somewhere in this district, and thus forms a remark
able instance of abmigration as Dr. Landsborough Thomson 
has termed it. 
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SKETCH MAP TO SHOW THE JOURNEYS PERFORMED BY TWO 
RINGED WIGEON. 

Ringed. 
36823 Beckside, Long-

town, Cumberland, as 
a young hand-reared 
bird, September 4th, 
1920, by Mr. T. L. 
Johnston. 

36917 Middleton, Tam-
worth, Warwickshire, 
as a bird of the year, 
October 6th, 1915, by 
the late Mr. E. de 
Hamel. 

Reported. 
On River Ijma, lat. 64.5, 

long. 57, May 27th, 
1926, by Mr. W. Woul-
fertt. 

Near Uralsk, 
1918 (see 
XIII., p. 

April 21st, 
Brit. Birds, 
127). 

H. F. WlTHERBY. 

RED-NECKED GREBE IN NORFOLK IN JUNE. 
ONE day in mid-June, 1927, on the Norfolk Broads, a Grebe 
emerged from a dive close to the launch I was in, not more 
than two yards away, and I had no difficulty in identifying 
it as a Red-necked Grebe {Podiceps griseigena). It remained 
close to our boat and looked anxiously around as though it 
might have young ones not far away. I called two or three 
friends' attention to it and the very bright orange-chestnut 
neck and greyish cheek and the difference between it and the 
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Great Crested Grebe in size, etc. We all agreed as to its 
being a Red-necked Grebe. JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 

AVOCET IN NORTH KENT. 
AN Avocet [Recurvirostra avosetta) made its appearance on 
the Isle of Sheppey during the week of July 3rd-ioth, 
1927. It flew up and down the shore for several days and 
fed on the mud flats at low tide, but was not observed after 
July 8th. H. RAIT KERR. 

BLACK TERNS IN NORTH KENT. 
ON July 7th, 1927, while on the Isle of Sheppey, I saw two 
pairs of Black Terns [Chlidonias n. niger) flying over the marsh 
and also along the shore. They were in the company of 
several pairs of Little Terns {Sterna a. albifrons). This is the first 
record I have made of Black Terns on Sheppey. H. RAIT KERR. 

LITTLE CRAKE IN CARDIGAN. 
IN my Vertebrate Fauna of North Wales there are many 
references to birds in the collection of the late Dr. W. E. E. 
Kershaw of Aberdovey. In May, 1927, I re-examined the 
collection to see if there were any species therein which had 
been overlooked. I noticed a specimen of the Little Crake 
(Porzana parva). On enquiry, I ascertained from Mrs. 
Kershaw that the bird was picked up on the railway at 
Ynyslas, on the Cardiganshire shore of the Dovey Estuary, 
by Mr. Hilton Kershaw. It was quite fresh, and had prob
ably met its death by flying against the telegraph wires. 
The date, so far as she could remember, was 1894. This is 
an addition to the Fauna of North Wales. H. E. FORREST. 

HOOPOE IN CORNWALL IN JULY.—Mr. H. M. Wallis writes 
that on July 14th, 1927, a friend saw a bird, which by the 
description was undoubtedly a Hoopoe (Upupa epops), on the 
lawn of a small house in the town of Falmouth. A very 
early date if the bird was on autumn passage. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE WITH DEFORMED BILL.—Comment
ing on Mr. J. Bartholomew's note (antea, p. 69) on a Blackbird 
with a deformed bill, Mr. J. B. Watson describes a Black-
necked Grebe (Podiceps n. nigricollis), one of a party of four
teen, that he had under observation on the Lake of Geneva 
in the spring of 1927. This bird's upper mandible was curved 
directly upwards from the base. It evidently suffered 
considerable disability in feeding as it assumed its summer 
plumage later than the others and remained behind after 
the others had left. At the same time the disability would 
not be so great in the case of a Grebe as in that of a bird that 
does not obtain its food in the water; in the latter case 
such a deformity must necessarily end in starvation. 
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