
NOTES 
"BRITISH BIRDS" MARKING SCHEME. 

" RINGERS " are requested to send in to the Editor, not later 
than October 31st, their schedules, together with a list 
showing the number of each species ringed. 

THE INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF 
SOME BRITISH BIRDS. 

T H E following incubation- and fledging-periods were obtained 
(A) near Chichester, Sussex ; (B) near Marlborough, Wilts ; 
the incubation-periods being reckoned from the day when the 
last egg was laid, except in the case of the Carrion-Crow, when 
the period was recorded by a marked egg in the clutch, and 
the Kestrel, where 29 and 32 days indicate the periods for 
the last and first eggs laid respectively; in both cases the 
periods were estimated from the day of laying, which was 
also the first day of incubation. 

Incnbation-period Fledging-
Species. Cases. in days. period in days. 

B. Carrion-Crow (Corvus c. 
corone) 2 20-21 31-32 

B. Jay (Garrulus g. rufiter-
gwm) 1 — 20 

B. Yellow Bunting {Ember-
iza c. citrinella) ... 1 — 12-13 

A. Mistle-Thrush {Turdus v. 
viscivorus) 1 12-13 — 

A. Blackbird {Turdus m. 
merula) 4 12-13 (twice) 13 and 14-15 

B. Blackbird {Turdus m. 
merula) 1 13 — 

A. Redbreast {Erithacus r. 
melophilus) 1 — 14 

B. Kestrel {Falco t. tinnun-
culus) 2 29-32 30-31 

Kestrel with same adults, 
1926 — 29-30 

B. Stone-Curlew {Burhinus 
as. cedicnemus) ... 1 25-26 — 

In the case of the Stone-Curlew both eggs hatched simul
taneously, thus making a difference of one day between the 
incubation-periods of the first and second eggs, these being 
laid on alternate days and incubated immediately. 

W. D. SHAW. 
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LATE NESTING OF GOLDFINCH. 
AT Sible Hedingham, Essex, in early May, 1927, I found a 
nest of a Goldfinch (Carduelis c. britannica) on the ground 
with broken eggs. By May 31st the birds had built a new 
nest in a rambler, within a few inches of where a brood was 
reared in 1926. This nest also came to grief. By mid-July 
they had reared a brood successfully in another rambler 
twenty yards away. On visiting the same garden on Septem
ber n t h , I found another nest ten yards from the second 
attempt in another rambler with young ready to fly. 

I firmly believe all four nests were built by the same pair 
of birds. R. SPARROW. 

LATE NESTING OF BULLFINCH. 
ON July 16th, 1927, I found a nest of Bullfinch (Pyrrhula p. 
nesa) near Martock, Somerset, containing six fresh eggs. On 
July 28th I found another nest containing two eggs. This 
nest, which I consider belonged to another pair of birds, had 
a full set of four eggs on July 31st. JOSEPH H. SYMES. 

[The Bullfinch has been recorded as breeding till very late 
in the year. I have notes of nests with eggs in July as far 
north as Derbyshire ; M. J. Kelly and H.G.Hutchinson have 
found nests with eggs and young early in August; A. Mayall 
records three nests with eggs or young on September 3rd 
(Br. B., XIV., p. 160), and J. A. Walpole-Bond saw eggs on 
September n th .—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

THE 1927 IRRUPTION OF THE CROSSBILL*. 
THE digest of observations published below, with the notes 
which have already appeared, show that the irruption of 
Crossbills has been very widespread and on a very large 
scale. 

It is to be hoped that readers will continue to send in 
observations, not only from localities whence the birds 
have hitherto been unrecorded, but also when a marked 
increase or decrease has been noted. 

In addition to the notes published below I have received 
an interesting communication from Miss C. M. Acland, who 
says that on visiting the FAROES, amongst the first birds 
she saw on landing on July 8th were Crossbills. She saw 
small family parties on three of the islands she visited and 
they were reported from two other islands. After July 
18th none was seen. Only two adult males were noticed, the 
rest being females and immature birds, and on one occasion 

*For previous notes see antea, pp . 90-93. 

K 
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Miss Acland saw a female feeding a young one. Except 
for a few stunted trees at Thorshavn there are no trees 
in the islands. Crossbills were recorded on July 2nd in the 
Faeroes in the 1909 irruption (antea, Vol. III., p. 190). 

While it is impossible here to trace the course of the 
migration on the Continent, it may be mentioned that Herr 
F. Steinbacher states (Ornith. Monatsber., 1927, p. 150) that 
from July 4th to 31st Crossbills swarmed in the neighbourhood 
of CUXHAVEN. On July 16th to 17th when he visited 
HELIGOLAND there were many Crossbills there, and Dr. 
Drost had caught and ringed fifty in one day. Herr Steinbacher 
states that he only twice saw yellow males and never a red 
one, but that Dr. Drost had caught a few red males. 

Mr. L. C Le Toeq informs me that on August 18th he saw 
a small party of females and immature birds near Rozel in 
JERSEY, and on the 29th a single female in GUERNSEY. 

SCOTLAND*. 

SHETLAND.—In the first week of July Mr. W. L. McDougall 
reports (Scot. Nat., 1927, p. 126) a number in the neighbour
hood of Sumburgh. 

ORKNEY.—A few days before July 19th, as Mr. T. A. Coward 
informs me, about six (two feeding on dandelion seeds) were 
seen by Mr. G. Ellison at Stromness. 

N. UIST.—About July 9th, Mr. E. Beveridge reports (Scot. 
Nat., 1927, p. 126), one was picked up on the shore. 

SUTHERLAND.-—During the first three weeks of July " con
siderable flocks " were seen by Mr. A. B. Gillett in the north
western part of the county (Scot. Nat., 1927, p. 126). Mr. 
E. Cohen reports a flock of about fifteen on July n t h in the 
Dornoch district but considers it probable that these were 
residents. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE.—In the last week of July Mr. W. 
Marshall noted an immigration in the neighbourhood of 
Nethybridge in larger numbers than he had seen since 1909. 
He knew of only two pairs of the resident form in the locality 
in the spring of 1927. The immigrants eat large quantities 
of spruce gall aphis (Ckermes abietis). 

ABERDEENSHIRE.—The large numbers reported (antea, 
p. 91) by Mrs. (not Mr.) P. Mackenzie from the Balmoral 
district were considerably lessened after August 26th. 

*In observations made in the Highlands it is often impossible to 
distinguish between the resident form (Loxia c. scotica), which is subject 
to local movements, and immigrants from overseas. 
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PERTHSHIRE.—About July 20th, Mr. G. Place informs me, 
a flock of about thirty (some adult males) arrived at Crian-
larich and were still there a month afterwards. They had 
not been seen in this place before. They fed on the seeds of 
cones of larch, spruce and Scots fir. 

On July 22nd Mr. D. G. Hunter observed a flock of about 
thirty in Glen Tummel, but as several of the adults were 
observed to be feeding the young ones it seems possible 
that these were locally bred. 

FORFARSHIRE.—Between August 16th and September 1st 
Mr. W. S. Medlicott saw small lots (five to ten birds) at Fern ; 
on August 18th about fifty at Edzell golf course, near Brechin, 
and on the 22nd some up the Clova Valley, near Kirriemuir. 
From August 28th to September 4th Major M. Portal also 
reports two lots of seven and five from Clova Valley. 

BERWICKSHIRE.—On August 6th in The Scotsman the Rev. 
W. McConachie reports a number in the Lauderdale woods. 

NORTH SEA. 
On July 1st, Dr. B. B. Riviere informs me, a flock of eleven 

came on board the East Dudgeon Light-Vessel and, after 
resting an hour, flew off to the W.S.W. On the 2nd a flock of 
five came on board the same Light-Vessel in the afternoon 
and after a few minutes stay flew off W.S.W. On July 21st 
one was brought into Yarmouth in a fishing boat, and about 
the 10th Mr. A. H. Patterson received word that one was 
caught in a boat off Yarmouth. On July 15th, Mr. W. S. 
Medlicott writes, three (adult male and female and immature) 
were taken eighteen miles off Hartlepool in a fishing boat. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 
CUMBERLAND.—On July n t h , as Mr. R. Graham informs 

me, a boy caught one (immature plumage) in an emaciated 
condition in a hedge near Carlisle. 

YORKSHIRE.—On July 21st Mr. R. Graham received 
information of an immature Crossbill in a weak condition 
caught on the railway at Blea-Moor in the north-west of the 
county. On July 15th, Mr. W. S. Medlicott is informed, 
a female and four young were seen at Whitby. On August 
6th Mr. W. J. Clarke received one which was picked up dead 
near the same town. On August 26th, Mr. E. W. Wade 
informs me, three were seen at Kilnsea (Spurn Point) by Mr. 
G. E. Clubley, and on September 19th four more. 

LANCASHIRE.—During the week ending July 16th, Mr. 
R. Fortune reports (Nat., 1927, p. 275), about sixty passed 
through the neighbourhood" of Greenfield near Oldham, 
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CHESHIRE.—" On July 9th and 12th," Mr. Coward writes, 
" Mr. H. Harrop saw about forty, including some red males, 
in dwarfed oaks on the hillside above the Stalybridge Reser
voirs. On the 13th he estimated the largest flock to number 
about sixty. On the 15th my wife and I saw a flock of fully 
sixty, and several smaller lots and odd birds. So far as we 
could make out they were feeding on the larvae of defoliating 
caterpillars, and Mr. Harrop said that he saw some nip off 
oak-leaves. As the green oak-tortrix was just emerging, 
I suspect that the birds were nipping off the rolled leaves in 
which were pupae of this moth. I see that Seebohm mentions 
the larvse of this tortrix as being fed upon. Mr. Harrop tells 
me that the birds stopped for nine days." 

On July 20th Mr. N. Abbott saw about twenty on Alderley 
Edge. 

On or about July 13th, Mr. A. W. Boyd informs me, Crossbills 
were first seen in the Delamere Forest district. Mr. G. F. Gee, 
who saw about thirty there on July 27th, was told by Mr. 
Gordon that they had been present for a fortnight. Mr. 
R. M. Garnett saw eight there on July 24th, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Boyd saw several score on July 30th and 31st. In another 
fir wood in the forest they were first seen on July 31st, and on 
August 6th Mr. Boyd saw a large number there—computed 
to be between forty and fifty. It is interesting to note that 
in this locality a dead male was picked up in September or 
October, 1926. Mr. Boyd saw one or two adult males in 
each locality but could not guess at the proportion of adult 
males. The birds were feeding on larch cones to some 
extent, but principally on green cones of Scots fir. 

On September 4th Mr. H. A. Gilbert saw six near Helsby 
and reports that a pair was seen there " some time ago " by 
Mr. A. C. Gladstone. 

DENBIGHSHIRE.—On September 8th Mr. C. Oldham saw 
six in a field of standing oats at Llanelian. 

WARWICKSHIRE.—Writing on September 6th, Mr. H. W. 
Mapleton-Bree states " for several weeks this summer" 
small flocks visited his garden near Coventry. They were 
feeding chiefly on larch cones. 

WORCESTERSHIRE.—-On July 23rd Mr. T. J. Beeston saw 
one at Wolverley, and a keeper there, who became well 
acquainted with Crossbills in the 1909 irruption, saw a large 
flock early in August. Mr. Beeston states that their numbers 
are now (September 15th) lessened but some are still present 
and feed on fir cones as well as visiting gardens for aphis. 

SOMERSETSHIRE.—On August n t h Mr. T. J. Beeston saw 
one at Dunster and on the 12th three at Minehead. 
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DEVONSHIRE.—On August 30th, at 11 a.m., Dr. T. G. 
Longstaff, on Lundy Island, saw a flock of about a dozen 
fly off the island to the north-east and at noon on the same 
day saw one eating honeysuckle berries. On September 
3rd two were seen on Lundy Island. 

On August 2nd and subsequently to the 29th Mr. W. 
Walmesley White saw one or two at Budleigh-Salterton. 

DORSETSHIRE.—On July 24th, the Rev. F. L. Blathwayt 
informs me, one was picked up freshly dead on Chesil Beach, 
and on August 2nd parties up to twenty in number were seen 
in fir trees at Abbctsbury. 

On September 9th Mr. H. Lacey saw four or five near 
Corfe Castle feeding on thistles. 

ISLE OF WIGHT.—On September 7th Mr. W. D. Shaw 
saw eight on Culver Cliff, near Sandown; on the 12th single 
birds, and on the 17th ten there and a dozen at Bembridge, 
and single birds on the 10th and 12th near Shanklin. Adults 
as well as immature birds were noted and they were seen 
feeding on seeds of thistle, hawkweed, lesser knapweed and 
in one case blackberry buds. On August 24th Mr. C. W. 
Colthrup saw a pair feeding a fully fledged young one on 
yew berries at Ryde, and on August 28th, September 1st and 
4th he saw a Crossbill at Shanklin. 

HAMPSHIRE.—In the first week of July Major J. H. Norton 
saw fifteen to twenty at Upham, and from then until the end 
of the month (when he went abroad) six or eight every few 
days. They fed chiefly in larches, less often in Scots fir. 

WILTSHIRE.—On June 18th Miss B. Wigram saw three in 
a hedge near^Cricklade. On^July 31st Mr. C. C. Butler reports 
{Field, 8.IX.27., p. 395) seeing two near Marlborough and 
at the end of July, Mr. L. G. Peirson informs me, a small 
flock was seen in Ramsbury Park. 

SURREY.—On July 6th Mr. H. Bentham saw twelve at 
Tadworth and on subsequent dates up to August 18th varying 
numbers from one to twenty. On July 19th Mr. Bentham 
saw two flocks (of nineteen and three) at Kingswood and on 
the 31st two birds on Epsom Downs. 

From about July 15th to the time of writing (September 
20th) Mr. D. W. Musselwhite has seen flocks of from seven 
to twenty-three at Horsley, and on July 28th a single bird 
near Dorking. These were in larch trees. 

On August 6th Mr. R. W. Hale saw two at Ealing feeding 
on a white growth in an apple tree. 

SUSSEX.—On September 5th Mr. H. Bentham saw a flock 
near Rye and on the 6th one bird at Burgess Hill. 
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BERKSHIRE.—From about the middle of July, Mr. D. W. 
Musselwhite informs me,there were flocks of from five to about 
twenty at Burchett's Green in larch trees. 

ESSEX.—On July 25th Mr. W. S. Jones saw one at Leigh-
on-Sea and was informed that a small flock had frequented 
a garden during July 10th to 28th. 

SUFFOLK.—From July 10th to the end of August up to 
forty were present in the neighbourhood of Belton, as I am 
informed by Dr. B. B. Riviere and Mr. E. A. Ellis. The 
same observers give details of several between July 19th 
and August 4th about Fritton, and with Mr. A. H. Patterson 
note a number of occurrences in small numbers between 
July 23rd and 27th in the district of Great Yarmouth and 
Gorleston. At Belton and Great Yarmouth they were 
frequently seen in apple trees, and about Fritton they fre
quented Scots pine while two were found dead in the lake. 

NORFOLK—On July 18th Mr. S. Boardman saw one at 
Palling-on-Sea, and on the 27th, Dr. B. B. Riviere states, 
one was picked up dead at Happisburgh. Mr. N. Tracy 
states that in the Castle Rising district Crossbills had become 
very scarce, but on July 20th he saw a flock of eight and 
about this time heard several small flocks flying over, while 
numerous worked fir cones now lie about. 

LINCOLNSHIRE.-—As additional to his previous notes (antea, 
p. 93), Mr. J. S. Reeve writes that the birds were seen at 
Leadenham, near Lincoln, up to about August 25th, since 
which they appear to have left. He also notes that on August 
4th small parties were seen at Harmston, and on August 
10th and n t h twelve to fifteen near Boston. 

ISLE OF MAN. 
On July 29th Colonel H. W. Madoc was informed of Cross

bills in a fir plantation in Sulby Glen, and on visiting the place 
on the 31st saw about twenty (adults and immature) in 
scattered parties. He was also informed of others seen in 
plantations near Ramsey. On August 2nd Col. Madoc, 
visiting the Calf, found thirty to forty and then a larger 
flock of about eighty to a hundred. These were on the moor 
in heather and appeared to be feeding on caterpillars. Later 
in the day he saw a number in a tree. On August 22nd 
Col. Madoc saw a small lot near Ramsey. On August 31st 
Mr. C. Oldham saw a party of six at Bride. 

IRELAND. 
WICKLOW.—On July 20th Mr. C. B. Moffat saw many small 

flocks at Fassaroe, representing a considerable increase of 
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the birds usually breeding there. Mr. Moffat also saw a 
party at Glendalough on June 6th. 

DUBLIN.—Mr. Moffat is informed by Professor A. F. Dixon 
that great numbers have been feeding about Kilternan " all 
through the summer." On September 9th Mr. E. M. Nichol
son saw a single bird at Cabinteely. In the first week of 
August, Colonel H. A. F. Magrath informs me, three were 
seen feeding on thistles by Major C. V. Walshe on the top 
of the Hill of Howth. 

GALWAY.—On August 19th Mr. E. M. Nicholson saw a small 
party near Recess feeding on rowan berries in an almost 
treeless valley. H. F. W. 

MELODIOUS WARBLER SEEN IN IRELAND. 
ON August 29th, 1927, I watched, in a garden near Merrion 
Square, Dublin, a bird which I feel sure was a Melodious 
Warbler (Hippolais polyglotta). Since the identification is 
not a simple one and the specimen was allowed to depart 
unmolested it seems desirable to place the fullest details 
at your disposal. At about 1 p.m. (summer time) I was 
called to the window by an unexpected note—a clear musical 
version of the " tu-ee " common to several small Warblers. 
Looking out, I saw a bird of that description take wing with 
graceful, hesitating flight from a hawthorn tree outside and 
head south-east at about 40 feet above ground; but this 
elevation left him below housetop level, and being hemmed in 
by a wall of roofs he checked himself, wheeled, and returned 
to his starting-point. In this tree and a neighbouring ash 
he remained for several minutes, moving about in full sun
shine within a dozen yards of where I sat at a slightly higher 
level, with my field-glasses trained on him and my elbows 
firmly resting on the sill—in short the conditions for observa
tion could hardly have been improved. At the outset the 
pronounced and unmistakable bluish tint of the long feet, 
characteristically displayed when the bird sat back on a 
spray, warned me that it was a question between the Melodious 
Warbler and the Icterine (H. icterina), and I concentrated 
my efforts on the few points of distinction valid in the field. 
(I should perhaps explain that I happen to have made a 
close study of the Icterine, part of my observations on which 
were published in British Birds some years ago (antea, Vol. 
XVI., p. 142). Moreover, I had only returned three weeks 
before from a trip through Germany, Italy and S. France, 
during which I had plenty of opportunities to observe the 
two species at home. The images of both are fresh in my 
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mind). This bird looked definitely smaller than any Icterine 
I remember; the yellow tint was very strong all over the 
underparts, most particularly about the tail-base ; the super
ciliary streak was broad and striking and the mantle very 
deep green. In plumage, in note, and in manner (for instance, 
in the trick of restlessly flirting the tail) it was identical with 
a definite Melodious Warbler I had watched at equally close 
quarters in S. France only a month before, except in one detail 
—-the mantle did not in this case appear so dark a shade of 
green. Not much significance need be attached to that, 
since lighting might be responsible; in France I did all my 
observation in the early morning. Another point on which 
I rely is the build. There is here a distinction appreciable 
enough in the field but only roughly expressible in words. 
The Icterine is rather a Flycatcher-like bird, and in a good 
flight-view the long pointed wings always strike my eye. 
The Melodious looks more compact, and is shorter and rounder-
winged. Now on two occasions this bird went through its 
paces in the air on a level with my eyes-—once when it 
faltered and came back, again in finally circling round before 
flying away. I saw the wings and flight perfectly. My brother, 
who also watched, aptly compared the proportions to a 
Chiffchaffs; an Icterine's proportions being, of course, 
more like a Willow-Wren's. No one is better aware than I 
am of the difficulties of making this identification in the field 
without hearing song, and on the Continent I have often 
left an open verdict on birds which I could not see enough 
of to satisfy me. I should not record this wanderer as H. 
folyglotta if I did not feel perfectly confident in my own mind 
that no reasonable doubt of the correctness of the identifica
tion remains. It is because the personal factor must count 
for much in these cases that I have gone into all this detail. 

I see the Practical Handbook only accepts without reserve 
a single previous Irish record ; the chances against recognition 
are, of course, exceptionally heavy here. 

E. M. NICHOLSON. 

BLACKBIRD SECURING A SECOND MATE AFTER 
DEATH OF FIRST. 

THIS spring a pair of Blackbirds (Tardus m. merula) nested 
in some ivy in my garden at Buckhurst Hill, and after the 
young were hatched the male met with an accident and I 
found him dead under the garden seat. The hen seemed 
distraught for a couple of days, but on the third she found a 
new mate which took his turn at feeding the youngsters, all 
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of which flew in due course. Later they built again, or rather 
furbished up the old nest, and on August 7th I found three 
unfledged nestlings looking healthy and being fed by both 
parents in turn. A. B. HORNBLOWER. 

BLACK REDSTARTS IN SUMMER IN LONDON. 

ON April 27th, 1927, a male Black Redstart (Phcenicurus 0. 
gibraltariensis) appeared in the precincts of the Natural 
History Museum at South Kensington. The bird, though 
restless, was fairly tame and often came near enough to be 
closely studied. It was a year old bird not yet in fully adult 
plumage. On April 30th a female appeared, or in any 
case was first seen. As the birds seemed to be settling down, 
and were taking mealworms thrown out of my window in 
the preparator's studio overlooking some rough ground, 
great hopes were entertained that they might breed in the 
nesting boxes put up in several places. After a week of 
regular feeding they became so tame as to take meal-worms 
freely from the window sill, a distance of three feet from where 
we were standing. During the time when the male was not 
in search of food he would sing on the highest points of the 
building, coming down in a curious flight to the female. 

On May 16th the female disappeared, either having moved 
away or become the victim of a cat. From then onwards 
the male never came to be fed, but remained at the other end 
of the grounds singing on the Museum or adjacent buildings, 
until about July 20th. Since this date he has been seen only 
occasionally, and as he had not appeared for a month after 
August 16th it was thought that he had left, but to-day, 
September 16th, he has been seen again. These birds, by 
their charming appearance and actions and the delightful 
little song of the male, gave the staff much enjoyment, and it 
is greatly to be hoped that we may have them again next 
year. A. H. BISHOP. 

OYSTER-CATCHER IN LONDON. 

ON August 30th, 1927, at 5.30 p.m., when paying a visit to 
Barn Elms Reservoirs, I saw an Oyster-Catcher (Hcematopus 
0. ostralegus) circle one of the sheets of water several times 
and then pass off south-eastwards down the Thames towards 
Putney Bridge. The bird called repeatedly, and once it 
hovered with lowered legs over the water but did not alight. 

L. PARMENTER. 
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LITTLE GULL IN YORKSHIRE. 
ON August 10th, 1927, from the end of the pier at Whitby, 
I saw an adult Little Gull (Larus minutus). There were 
some Black-headed Gulls in the neighbourhood, but the jet-
black head, dark under-wings and smaller size, rendered the 
identification of the rarer bird easy. 

The rounded " Peewit " like wings and more creamy 
coloured body than in the Black-headed Gulls, contrasting 
with the pitch-black head, made the smaller bird the more 
pleasing to the eye. The flight was hovering and desultory. 

I caught a glimpse of it again on the evening of the n t h 
and the morning of the 12th. 

Are not these dates rather early for this bird to be seen on 
autumnal migration ? T. J. OUTRAM. 

[Little Gulls are recorded (B. of Yorks., II., p. 669) from 
Flamborough on July 12th, 1868, and August 5th, 1886. 
EDS.] 
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