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NEST-BUILDING BY MALE LESSER 
WHITETHROAT. 

BY 

H. E. FORREST, F.L.S. 

AMONGST a number of notes sent to me by the Rev. E. Lorimer 
Thomas, of Towyn Vicarage, near Abergele, N. Wales, are 
certain observations on the Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia c. 
curruca) which are of more than local interest. He has 
kindly given permission to publish them in British Birds. 

In 1927 he first noted the species at Abergele on May 3rd, 
when he saw three male birds and heard them singing. There 
was a marked increase in the numbers above those present 
locally in former years, and I have other evidence to show 
that the Lesser Whitethroat is increasing and extending its 
range westwards in North Wales. 

Mr. Thomas had three nests under observation and found 
several others. One nest contained six eggs on May 16th; 
another five eggs May 24th ; another four eggs June 4th. 
This last nest was in his own garden, and was found on May 
8th. It must have been built by the male, as no female 
was seen nor " ticking " heard till May 27th. Up to that 
date the male had been singing noisily and persistently, but 
thenceforth it sang very seldom. On May 28th the female was 
sitting on the nest at 9 a.m. and the male singing hard by. 
This nest was lined with black horsehair on the 28th, and 
the first egg laid May 31st. 

Three other unlined (cock ?) nests were found. One in 
the first week of May, the others on June 13th ; all within 
a circle of forty yards. The spot was visited frequently, and 
the male heard singing noisily all May and half of June. No 
female was seen and no " ticking " alarm-note heard near 
these nests. On June 20th the male was flushed off the 
last-made and best-finished nest and sang immediately over
head. On June 23rd a female was flushed off this nest, which 
now contained three eggs. The lining to this nest, and a 
little wool round the edge, had been added since the arrival 
of the female. 

These two cases seem to prove that :— 
(1) These male Lesser Whitethroats appropriated territory 

and built nests long before the arrival of a mate. 
(2) They stayed on singing until the mate arrived. 
(3) The female put the finishing touches to the nest. 
(4) After pairing the male sang very little. 
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When I first read these observations I was struck with 
the strong confirmation they afford to the theory advanced 
by Mr. Elliot Howard in his book Territory in Bird-Life. 
Mr. Thomas had not seen this book, so I lent him my copy 
to read. 

When returning it he remarks:—" It bears out my 
experience with the Lesser Whitethroats, but the author 
never refers to the fact of the male building a nest, or nests, 
to be occupied if and when a female comes along. A Pied 
Flycatcher built a nest in a wall last year, but no female 
turned up, and he left the district, or at any rate was no 
more seen or heard, after about a fortnight's stay and song." 

Although the incident is of rather a different character 
I may add that the male Swallow also builds incomplete 
nests. For several years a pair of Swallows nested inside 
my stable. The first year the pair took up quarters here, 
while the female was incubating, the male amused himself 
by building a series of crescent-shaped ledges of mud, hay, 
and feathers, along the upper side of the rafter on which 
the nest was placed. These varied in completeness, one 
being almost half the size of the nest. When the young 
Swallows were fledged, they used to roost on these " half-
nests " all in a row. 




