
NOTES 
THE 1927 IRRUPTION OF THE CROSSBILL*. 

SCOTLAND. 
CANNA (INNER HEBRIDES).—About September 24th, Major 

M. Portal reports, two cocks (one dead) and a hen were seen. 
AYRSHIRE.—On July 18th and 20th Mr. E. Richmond 

Paton saw single birds at Hareshawmuir, on the 23rd three 
or four about a mile away, on the 26th twelve to twenty 
about two miles away and between the 27th and August 
22nd single birds. All seen were immature. 

DUMBARTONSHIRE.—-Writing in the Glasgow Herald (Sep
tember 22nd), Mr. G. M. Christie states that the influx in 
Dumbartonshire has been " a remarkable spectacle and has 
continued without intermission since early August," and 
considers that the numbers passing through have run into 
thousands in flocks of ten to twenty and even fifty. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 
YORKSHIRE.—On September 3rd, Mr. W. J. Clarke informs 

me, an adult male was picked up dead near Scarborough and 
brought to him. 

LANCASHIRE.—On September 3rd, Mr. F. Allen states 
(Nat., 1927, p. 299), the Crossbills were still present near 
Oldham (cf. antea, p. 123). 

CHESHIRE.—On July 20th, Mr. A. C. Fraser informs me, 
a flock was observed in Burton Woods in the Wirral Penin
sula. Between August 3rd and 17th a young bird visited 
Mr. J. Moore's garden at Hartford on many occasions. 

ANGLESEY.—The entry for Menai Bridge under Carnarvon
shire (antea, p. 91) should have been under Anglesey, and 
Mr. W. Aspden informs me that he saw a pair here last 
winter and a party of five or six at the same place at the 
end of September, 1927, from which he supposes they may 
have bred. 

SHROPSHIRE.—From August 22nd to 24th Miss J. M. 
Fraser observed a flock of over twenty, including at least 
three old males, feeding on larch seeds, at Church Stretton. 

WARWICKSHIRE.—On August 1st Mr. T. D. Wood saw 
about twenty at Bourn ville. 

WORCESTERSHIRE.—On August 5th Mr. T. D. Wood saw 
a flock of twenty to thirty near Rednal, and thinks these 

*For previous notes see antea, pp. 90-93 and 121-127. 
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were the same as reported by Mr. St. George Betts (antea, 
p. 91). Mr. Wood saw none on the 14th, but there were six 
on the 19th, and again none on the 20th and 23rd. No 
adult males were seen. 

DEVONSHIRE.—On August n t h Mr. Owen Wynne and his 
son saw from five to seven on the West Dart about the 
middle of Dartmoor. They stayed for ten days and were 
feeding on the plume thistle. No adult males were seen. 

DORSETSHIRE.—In July and August flocks from four to 
twenty were reported to Mr. Ashford from Westmoors and 
Fern down districts, and the roadside in places was strewn 
with " worked " cones. During most of July and August 
parties up to twenty in number were seen near Blandford. 
On July 17th Mr. Ashford saw seven near Wareham and on 
September 4th four near Poole. The same observer remarks 
that of the scores he has observed, none has been in red 
plumage. 

HAMPSHIRE.—At the end of July and again on October 
3rd Mr. J. Moore saw small parties at Bournemouth, and 
Mr. W. J. Ashford states that they have been much in evidence 
in the Westbourne district from July 9th to September. 
18th. 

Mr. M. C. W. Dilke, who reported Crossbills from 
Fawley (antea, p. 92) in August, states (September 29th) 
that the birds still visit his aviary but in less numbers. 
As the parties vary both in numbers and individuals (differing 
in plumage) and do not stay more than a few hours they 
appear to be migrating, but perhaps only locally. They 
feed chiefly on Scots pine but occasionally on seed-heads 
of knapweed which are wrenched off and carried to a branch 
or hard path. 

SUSSEX.—On July 30th Mr. R. Morris saw one flying 
N.W. at Willingdon, and the following on the downs at 
Eastbourne :—August i6th, twelve to fourteen flying S.W.; 
17th, three on a beech tree ; 18th, six flying W.; 23rd, six 
flying N.W. ; September 14th, six came in from eastward 
and stopped a few minutes in an ash tree and then settled 
down to feed on knapweed. No adult male was seen. 

SURREY.—From some time in May to the third week in 
August, Prof. J. S. Huxley found them frequent in bands of 
three to five to twelve to fifteen in the area between 
Godalming, Farnham, Hogsback and Hindhead. Between 
September 21st and 26th, after an absence of four weeks, 
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he saw only one bird. From the beginning of August to 
the 21st Miss M. Maw saw flocks of from twelve to twenty 
(a few red males) at Leatherhead. 

KENT.—On July 27th and remaining several weeks, a 
flock of five is reported by the Rev. J. R. Hale from near 
Maidstone. 

NORFOLK.—In July, Dr. B. B. Riviere reports, two came 
on board the Lynn Well Light-Vessel and would not leave, 
remaining a week until they died. This vessel is in sight 
of land. At the end of September, several hundreds were 
reported to Major M. Portal by Mr. D. Garruthers. 

IRELAND. 
MONAGHAN.—Mr. H. McWilliam saw three at Milltown on 

July 17th and two more on the 19th, and again on the 20th, 
after which they left. They were observed to be feeding on 
" grubs " taken from malformations on shoots of fir trees 
(cf. antea, p. 93). 

CHAFFINCH USING SAME NEST TWICE. 

IN my wood at South Wootton, Norfolk, in 1927, a Chaffinch 
(Fringilla c. ccelebs) hatched off two broods in the same nest. 
Ten days after the first brood had left the nest the hen bird 
was sitting on four eggs. These hatched off safely and the 
young were nearly ready to fly, when both the old birds 
were killed by a Sparrow-Hawk and the young died of 
starvation. N. TRACY. 

NESTING-DATE OF CORN-BUNTING. 
WITH reference to Mr. Stanford's remarks (antea, p. 74), 
my experience with the Corn-Bunting (Emberiza c. calandra) 
here in Lincolnshire is that the last week of June is the best 
time to look for a full clutch, though a few pairs nest con
siderably earlier. I have the following dates of full clutches : 
June 23rd, 25th (twice), 30th ; July 2nd, 13th, 15th and 20th. 
On the other hand, on June 23rd, 1920, I found five nearly 
fledged young, and on the same date in 1922 I found a nest 
with one young one and one egg, but these cases seem to be 
very unusual. I have failed to prove that Corn-Buntings 
nest twice, except when the first nest is destroyed, which 
is most usual, as most of the early nests are in clover or 
mowing-grass. I feel sure on this account that eggs might 
be found here in August, but I have never troubled to look 
for them then. JOHN S. REEVE. 



156 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXI. 

WHITE WAGTAIL BREEDING IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 
MR. G. A. HUTCHINSON tells me that in May, 1926, a pair 
of White Wagtails (Motacilla a. alba) nested on Penrhyn 
Farm, at the back of the Little Orme's Head, Llandudno. 
As it was near his house he was able to keep them under 
observation, and watch them through glasses. Both birds 
had the pearl-grey backs characteristic of this species. They 
hatched four eggs, but three of the young disappeared, 
probably taken by some predatory animal. The fourth 
reached the pen-feather stage, when it also vanished. The 
place was close to the old river-bed of the River Conway, 
known as Afon Ganol, and is on the main migration route 
described in my Vert. Fauna N. Wales. The White Wagtail 
travels this route in large numbers every spring, but this is 
the first actual record of its nesting here. H. E. FORREST. 

GREY WAGTAIL BREEDING IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
ON May 23rd, 1927, a Grey Wagtail (Motacilla c. cinerea) 
was put off a clutch of five eggs near Warwick. The nest 
was in a tuft of herbage over an artificial waterfall. Four 
young birds were ringed on June 5th, the fifth egg being 
addled, and on June n t h the young were being fed close 
to the nest. P. K. CHANCE. 

AN UNLINED WREN'S NEST WITH EGGS. 
ON May 3rd, 1927, while out in a desolate valley in one of 
the wildest parts of Exmoor, Somerset, I flushed a Wren 
(Troglodytes t. troglodytes) from a nest in an overhung bank 
near a stream, at a spot not less than 1,200 ft. above sea-level. 
This nest was entirely composed of moss, and on examination 
proved to be without the usual lining of feathers—the six 
eggs which it contained being laid on the interior lining of 
moss. I have never before seen a Wren's nest being used 
without the lining of feathers. The spot where I found the 
nest was quite a mile away from the nearest human habita
tions, and feathers would naturally be most difficult to obtain 
in such a desolate place. C. J. PRING. 

SWALLOWS AND MARTINS IN PERTHSHIRE, 1927. 
T H E behaviour of Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) and House-
Martins (Delichon u. urbica) has been peculiar this year. 
Both species appeared about April 22nd, but a cold snap 
sent them off again, to reappear in small numbers about 
the first week in May. Throughout the summer both showed 
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a strange lack of enthusiasm in breeding ; many Swallows 
and most Martins had only one brood; some of the latter 
did not lay until the end of June. 

At Logiealmond Lodge, 1,000 feet above sea-level, the 
Martin colony in 1925 was fourteen nests, more or less the 
usual; in 1926 there were only eight nests ; this year but 
three pairs appeared (May 3rd). They were very leisurely 
about nesting, reared one brood each (only 4, 3, 3), which were 
ringed on July 1st, and left, without attempting a second 
brood, as soon as the young ones could fly. Usually there 
are young in the nests till late August. All over broods 
were small, although the Swallows were distinctly less bad 
than the Martins. 
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The most probable reason would seem a shortage of insect 
life, caused by the bitter weather in the spring and early 
summer; possibly a good many adults died of starvation 
on the northward migration. I should like to hear reports 
from other districts. SCONE. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKERS AND FIR CONES. 
WITH reference to my former notes on this subject (Vols. 
XVII., p. 276; XVIII., p. i n ) , the Great Spotted Wood
peckers (Dryobates major anglicus) started working the green 
cones at South Wootton about the end of August and have 
been very busy with them ever since. On looking through 
Jardine's British Birds (Ed. 1839) I found under the heading 
of this species: " We were informed by a gentleman, long 
resident in Russia, that the cones of the pines were opened 
for the seeds, and for this purpose they were carried by the 
bird to some particular spot and placed in the cleft of a tree, 
to be held forth for dissection ; that piles of the cones, after 
being opened, might be seen in various parts of the forests 
at the roots of trees and that near his own garden was a 
favourite spot where the birds were often observed at work." 

N. TRACY. 
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CUCKOO CAUSING DESERTION OF NEST. 
ON May 12th, 1927, whilst sitting in my garden at Dowles, 
Worcestershire, my attention was attracted by hearing a 
Redstart (Phcenicurus ph. phcenicurus) in evident distress. 
The cause of it I discovered was that a female Cuckoo (Cuculus 
c. canorus) was evidently bent on locating the nest of the 
former bird, and which I watched it eventually do. It was 
situated in a short hole in the ground in an escarpment of 
a plantation at the back of my house and was previously 
unknown to me. 

After the departure of the Cuckoo I visited the nest to 
make sure no egg had been deposited at that time, and found 
the nest as then but incompletely lined. 

At a subsequent visit the nest was still in that state and 
deserted. This, I have little doubt, was caused by the 
unwanted attentions of the Cuckoo, which may possibly 
be the reason for the Redstart being so rarely selected as a 
fosterer. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

REJECTION OF CUCKOO'S EGG BY 
YELLOW BUNTING. 

WITH reference to the notes on this subject (antea, p. 94), 
a few years ago I found the nest of a Yellow Bunting (Emberiza 
c. citrinella) in a whin bush on Baildon Moor, Yorkshire, 
and underneath the nest on the ground was a broken Cuckoo's 
egg which I surmised had been ejected from the nest by the 
fosterer. E. P. BUTTERFIELD. 

SHAG INLAND IN SURREY. 
ON the morning of August 29th, 1927, a young Shag (Phalacro-
cOrax a. aristotelis) appeared on the terrace of my house at 
Worplesdon Hill, near Woking, Surrey. The terrace is about 
twelve feet wide, covered with gravel. Next to the terrace wall, 
and about four feet lower, is a bed of flowers and beyond that 
at the same level a smooth turf lawn. The morning was sunny, 
almost windless, and the third fair day in succession, so there 
was no suggestion that the bird was storm driven unless it 
had been away from the coast for several days. It was 
misty at the time and there had been a heavy dew. I can 
account for a Shag's presence at this particular spot only by 
surmising that through the mist the dewy lawn looked like 
water from the air and the terrace beside it, perhaps, like a 
pier or a sea wall. 

The bird was uninjured and decidedly curious as to its 
new surroundings. When first seen by the housemaid it was 
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tapping on a glass door with its bill. It ate pieces of raw fish 
greedily when they were thrown within a couple of feet of it, 
but they had to be almost within reach ; the bird would not 
move to get them. It would allow us to approach within 
about twelve feet, and once my wife with a piece of fish in her 
extended hand got much closer. If we drew near, the bird 
would waddle away when possible, but when cornered against 

the house, it stretched its head forward and held its bill open 
threateningly. Usually this took place in silence, but once 
two or three low, hoarse notes were uttered. 

We caught the bird without difficulty and set it free again 
on the Basingstoke Canal where it dived at once. On coming 
to the surface it dived again and a minute or two later found 
its way into an opening at the water level in a bridge abut
ment. T. H. MCKITTRICK, JR. 
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WADERS AND BLACK TERNS AT MANCHESTER 
SEWAGE FARM. 

EARLY in September, 1927, I paid frequent visits to the 
sewage farm at Clifton Junction, near Manchester, and 
found there the following birds :—a Green Sandpiper (Tringa 
ochropus) and a Sheld-Duck (Tadorna tadorna) on the 3rd, 
three Curlew-Sandpipers {Calidris testacea) on the 5th, twenty-
one Bar-tailed Godwits (Limosa lapponica) on the 7th, three 
Black Terns (Chlidonias niger) on the 9th and 10th and a 
single one on the 14th and 16th, and a Knot (C. canutus) on 
the 14th. 

Ruffs (Pavoncella pugnax) and Greenshanks (T. nebular id) 
which visit the farm with tolerable frequency have this 
season failed to appear; none was present, at all events, 
on the occasions when I visited it. In former years, however, 
I have seen them often, usually during the months of August 
and September—at times as many as four at once of the latter. 
Considering the haunt is only about five miles from the centre 
of the city the above occurences are, perhaps, worthy of 
record. IRVINE WHITTAKER. 

GREAT SNIPE IN LANARKSHIRE AND FORFARSHIRE-
A GREAT Snipe (Capella media) was shot at Douglas Castle, 
Lanarkshire, on or about August 12th, 1927. Another 
was seen, but missed, at Hallyburton, Forfarshire, on 
September 8th, 1927. SCONE. 

BLACK TERNS IN SHROPSHIRE. 
DURING the first week of September, 1927, six Black Terns 
(Chlidonias n. niger) were hawking for flies, etc., over the 
mere at Ellesmere. They were seen several days by Mr. 
Brownlow Tower, who resides there. It is just twenty years 
since they last visited these waters. H. E. FORREST. 

SANDWICH TERNS AND FULMAR IN THE ISLE OF 
MAN. 

SEVERAL times during the first week of September, 1927, 
I was on the coast, west of the Point of Ayre in the Isle of 
Man, with my friend, Mr. F. Brownsword, and on each occasion 
we saw a good many Sandwich Terns (Sterna s. sandvicensis) 
fishing close inshore. - It was easy to pick the birds out from 
among the medium-sized Terns—Common or Arctic—by 
their note, a loud strident kirr-whit, when they were too 
far off to make out their larger size, black bills, short tails 
and whiter bodies. 
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Amongst the litter at high-water mark we found the dead 
body of a Fulmar Petrel (Fulmarus g. glacialis). 

Mr. P. G. Ralfe tells me that hitherto satisfactory evidence 
of the occurrence of the Sandwich Tern in Man has been 
wanting, and that he has no knowledge of the Fulmar on the 
Manx coast. CHAS. OLDHAM. 

LITTLE GULL IN PEMBROKESHIRE AND ISLE OF 
MAN. 

ON September 12th, 1927, my wife and I watched an immature 
Little Gull (Lams minutus) in Whitesand Bay, St. David's, 
Pembrokeshire. It was feeding alongside a young Black-
headed Gull on the tide-line and, though a great distance 
away when we first saw it, the small size was very noticeable. 
We followed it and, as it seemed tired and frequently rested 
on the sand, were able to approach near enough to see its 
black bill, reddish (not red) legs, and the mottled coverts, 
which seemed, when it was at rest, to be almost regularly 
barred with blackish brown and grey or buff. On the wing 
the dark streak seemed to be continuous across the back. 

Col. H. W. Madoc tells me that he saw a mature Little 
Gull in Douglas Bay on September 19th. T. A. COWARD. 

ABNORMALLY COLOURED LESSER BLACK-BACKED 
GULL. 

WHEN between Scalloway and Stromness on August n t h , 
1927, I noticed, amongst the Gulls following the ship, an 
adult Lesser Black-back (Lams f. affinis) with a large white 
patch on the upper side of each wing. This bird was flying 
for an hour or more within a few yards of the deck, and I 
was able to watch it closely through my glasses. On the right 
wing the patch was circular and about three inches in diameter, 
on the left it was oblong and about the same size, both patches 
being towards the tip of the wing, and near its outer edge. 
Otherwise the bird was a normal adult. 

CHARLES E. ALFORD. 

BLACK-WINGED PRATINCOLE IN FAIR ISLE.—Surgeon Rear-
Admiral J. H. Stenhouse states (Scot. Nat.. 1927, p. i n ) 
that a female example of Glareola nordmanni was observed 
in Fair Isle on May 18th, 1927, and on the following day 
was secured by a boy. 

The bird was in very poor condition and its stomach 
and gullet were crammed with flies (many still alive) of the 
genus Fucellia. This is the first record of the bird for 
Scotland and the ninth for Great Britain. 
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GREATER AND LESSER YELLOWSHANKS IN THE SCILLY 
ISLES.—Major A. A. Dorrien-Smith states in a letter to Dr. 
P. R. Lowe (Ibis, .1927, p. 781) that a Tringa melanoleuca 
appeared at Tresco on August 28th, 1927, and was very tame 
and fed quite close to him. It was still there at the time of 
writing on September 3rd. Major Dorrien-Smith shot the 
first recorded British specimen at the same place in September, 
1906. 

Major Dorrien-Smith also mentions (p. 782) that an example 
of the smaller species (Tringa flavipes) was present on this 
island from August 19th to September 17th, 1921. This 
occurrence has not been hitherto published, so far as we 
know, the only previous record for the Scilly Isles of this 
species being one at Tresco on September 2nd, 1920. 
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