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LETTER. 

AN INLAND MIGRATION OF G R E Y GEESE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Mr. R. W. Brown's article in your issue of May, 1927 (Vol. 
XX., p. 286) raises the question as to whether the grey Geese fre
quenting the Solway Firth migrate from there to Yorkshire or vice 
versa. The grey Geese of the Humber consist mainly of the Pink-
footed (Anser brachyrhynchus). We generally have a few Bean-
Geese' (A. fabalis) during the winter months, but the number is neglig
ible. The old shooting men of the Spurn area say that the Brent 
Goose (Branta bernicla) was formerly seen every winter in considerable 
numbers but is now seen only in small numbers in the Humber Estuary. 
The White-fronted Goose (A. albifrons) is also an occasional visitor. 
The Pink-footed Geese usually make their appearance here during the 
third and fourth week of September. Small pioneer flocks are often 
seen during the first week of September. In 1917 a few arrived at 
the end of July. This year the first flock was seen on August 17th. 
By September 24th, all have arrived and the numbers run into 
thousands. I t is difficult to give any exact calculation but it cannot 
be far from 4,000 to 5,000 birds. The nightime is spent on the Humber 
and a t dawn they flight on to the Wolds, the routes taken being (1) 
from the lower Humber over Beverley and Hul l ; (2) from the 
middle Humber over Hessle and Ferriby; (3) from the upper 
Humber over Brought and North and South Cave. In the evening 
a return is made to the Humber, except in times of full moon when the 
feeding time is prolonged. On the Wolds they feed on the stubbles 
and clover, picking out the heart of the clover plant and fouling the 
land with their droppings, so much as to make it unpalatable to the 
sheep. This routine is followed regularly till mid-January, when the 
flocks begin to diminish as the Wold feeding grounds are ploughed up. 
Some of them then shift to the lowland between Goole, Thome and 
Crowle, feeding on the springing com and waste potatoes. Some 
stay on the lower Humber feeding on the saltmarshes, but by the end 
of February or early March even the latest stragglers have left our, 
district, and we should very much like to ascertain their intermediate 
resting grounds on the return migration. Comparing our dates with 
those given by Mr. R. H. Brown, it does not appear that any con
siderable proportion migrate from here to the Solway Marshes. 

There are some interesting points in their movements, bearing on 
the migrating instinct, e.g., in a ground fog on rising from the Humber 
they seem quite unable to find their way to the Wolds, even though 
the bewildered cackling flocks are distinctly visible from below, as they 
fly round for hours vainly seeking the desired direction, and this 
although they have been following the same route daily for months. 
I t would appear tha t the sense of direction is inoperative unless aided 
by sight, and that landmarks play the most important part in guiding 
them. If caught in a fog on the evening flight home they are hope
lessly lost and have been known to descend in the streets of Beverley. 
The local gunners claim a few each season, but except in very .stormy 
weather the birds are too wary for them. On the Wolds the method 
is to construct a hide in some favourite field and wait for the birds 
or have them driven over from their feeding ground, when they flight 
to another known favourite place. Occasionally they may be surprised 
on the Humber when sleeping, by a boating party, but the quota 
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falling to the gun as a rule is insignificant. The record bag as re
corded in the Shooting Times, for February" 14th, 1925, is 44 killed 
by Mr. Donald Clegg a t Eastoft one wild stormy morning. It seems 
probable that the main breeding ground of the Pink-footed Goose 
has yet to be discovered, as the enormous numbers seen here in winter 
are out of all proportion to the numbers seen at any known summer 
resort. E. W. W A D E . 
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