
NOTES 
DESTRUCTION OF ROOKS AND JACKDAWS BY FALL 

OF TREE. 
IN a gale on the night of October 28th-20,th, 1927, a large 
elm tree with a considerable amount of leaf still on was blown 
down in my rookery at Leadenham, Lincolnshire. Maimed 
and dead birds, as follows, were picked up and there are 
probably more under the mass of branches. I could see three 
or four. 

36 old Rooks. 
17 young Rooks. 
10 Jackdaws. 

The tree was torn up from the roots, and I can only suppose 
that it had been swaying in the gale some time and that the 
birds were afraid to leave it and hung on to the bitter end. 

The large number of casualties is, however, extraordinary. 
JOHN S. REEVE. 

THE 1927 IRRUPTION OF THE CROSSBILL*. 

SCOTLAND}. 
FAIR ISLE.—Mr. G. Stout reports that in the first week 

of July Crossbills began to arrive, and had practically all 
disappeared by the end of the month. At one time at 
least 300 were on the island. (Scot. Nat., 1927, p. 160.) 

OUTER HEBRIDES.—Mr. J. Wilson Dougal states that on 
July 29th, during an expedition to North Rona (uninhabited 
and treeless), about thirty Crossbills were seen and noticed 
to be feeding on sea-pinks. About the beginning of August 
two lots of about thirty each were observed on Lewis in the 
only two localities where there are trees (loc. cit.). 

CANNA.—Mr. J. K. Nash states (op. cit., p. 158) that two 
were seen on August 31st (cf. antea, p. 153). 

BUTE.-—About September 1st some birds feeding on spruce 
were seen by a gamekeeper, the Rev. J. M. McWilliam informs 
me, and from the description these would appear to have been 
Crossbills. 

DUMBARTONSHIRE.—On September 9th Mr. Guy Charteris 

*For previous notes see antea, pp . 90-93, 121-127, 153-155. 
fA number of interesting notes appear in the Scottish Naturalist, 

September-October issue, brief particulars of which are given here, 
but the original should be consulted by those interested. 
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saw three at the head of Loch Lomond, feeding on Scots pine, 
many " worked " cones of which were under the trees. 

PERTHSHIRE.—On August 31st Lord Scone saw a party 
of about twenty at Logiealmond Lodge, and about the middle 
of October a dozen were seen on the outskirts of Perth. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 
NORTHUMBERLAND.—On September 25th Miss B. C 

Paterson first noticed a small flock at Stocksfield-on-Tyne 
feeding on larch cones. 

ANGLESEY.—With reference to the note (antea, p. 153), 
Mr. G. R. Humphreys points out that Crossbills were reported 
at this place by Mr. W. J. Kemp on March 16th, 1927, and 
recorded in the Report of the Anglesey Antiq. Soc. and Field 
Club. 

CORNWALL.—From August 3rd to 10th Mr. W. H. Thompson 
saw small parties (up to six) near East Looe. 

DEVONSHIRE.—On November 21st Mr. V. C. Wynne-
Edwards saw two at Plymouth feeding on cotoneaster 
berries. 

SOMERSETSHIRE.—On November 20th Mr. J. H. Symes 
saw about twelve in orchards at Coat Martock. 

DORSETSHIRE.—In October the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain 
records larger numbers than for some years past on commons 
overgrown with pines four or five miles north of Poole and 
Bournemouth (cf. antea, p. 154). Mr. W. J. Ashford writes 
that Crossbills were last seen at Westbourne on October 
23rd and near Blandford on the 21st. 

SURREY.—On July 30th and 31st Mr. W. H. Thompson 
saw two small flocks at Leatherhead, and on returning after 
a fortnight's absence found them much more numerous, 
and they were plentiful up to the end of August, but by the 
middle of September became scarcer. On August 14th 
Mr. Guy Charteris saw about twenty near Lingfield. On 
November 14th Mr. E. R. Paton saw about thirty near 
Guildford feeding on larch. 

KENT.—At the beginning of July Mrs. Alex. Boord reports 
some on the borders of Kent and Surrey. On September 
18th Mr. P. D. Lomax reports {Field, 3, xi/27, p. 701) two 
from Dover. 

OXFORDSHIRE.—On October 30th Mr. E. M. Nicholson 
saw two near Blenheim. 

BEDFORDSHIRE.—Between the middle of September and 
middle of October Mr. D. Seth-Smith has several times noticed 
twenty to thirty at the Zoological Society's Park at Winslade. 



VOL. XXI.] NOTES. 177 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE.—On October 27th Mr. W. H. Thompson 
saw three flying over Cambridge, and a week previously 
he heard some there. 

NORFOLK.—-During the third week of July Mr. W. H. 
Thompson reports single birds in twos and threes between 
Cley and Blakeney Point. 

IRELAND. 
LEITRIM.—On July 23rd an adult female was shot at 

Innisfail, Drumshambo, and received by Messrs. Williams 
& Son for preservation. 

DUBLIN.—On July 31st Mr. W. J. Williams saw eight 
fly over Rathgar, Dublin. Prior to that date odd birds 
were noticed flying over his garden. 

WICKLOW.—On July 13th an immature bird, shot from a 
flock of six at Glendalough, was sent to Messrs. Williams & 
Son, Dublin, for preservation. 

On September 14th a bird-catcher brought in to Messrs. 
Williams & Son four Crossbills caught the same day at 
Blessington. 

WEXFORD.—-On August 23rd Messrs. Williams & Son 
received an adult male shot near Wexford. 

TAWNY PIPIT IN SUSSEX. 
ON September 4th, 1927, I saw a Tawny Pipit (Anthus 
campestris) on the coast near Rye. The absence of striations 
on the buff breast and flanks and whitish under-parts at 
once attracted my attention, as did also the very clearly 
defined buff eye-stripe. The feathers of the upper-parts 
were sandy-brown with dark centres, the tail reddish-brown. 
I infer that the bird was in winter plumage, the moustachial 
streaks not being at all pronounced. 

After allowing me to watch it from a distance of four or 
five yards, on my nearer approach the bird rose, emitting a 
shrill, double chirp, quite unlike the notes of any of our 
breeding Pipits. 

Later in the day I noticed the bird on a grassy track, 
along which it ran with astonishing swiftness for about fifty 
yards before taking wing. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

PIED FLYCATCHERS IN KENT AND SUSSEX. 
ON September 1st, 1927, I noticed a Pied Flycatcher (Mus-
cicapa h. hypoleuca) at Littlestone, at a spot about half 
a mile from the sea. On the same day two birds appeared 
on the sand-dunes near Rye Harbour. All three were 
apparently immature. HOWARD BENTHAM. 
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LESSER WHITETHROAT IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON June 4th, 1927, Mr. Charles Oldham and I saw and heard 
a Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia c. curruca) near Tenby. On 
June 9th we found the bird at the same spot, singing vigor
ously—not only the well-known " rattle "but the full warbling 
song. This, I believe, is the first record of the species in the 
county, except for the admittedly doubtful one in M. A. 
Mathew's Birds of Pembrokeshire (1894). 

In June, 1924, we saw a Lesser Whitethroat in the extreme 
south of Cardiganshire, some miles from the Pembrokeshire 
border ; and Dr. J. H. Salter informs us that further north, 
in the Aberystwyth district, this species has markedly in
creased of late years. It appears therefore to be extending 
its range in S.W. as well as in N.W. Wales. 

BERTRAM LLOYD. 

AVERAGE BROOD OF SWALLOWS AND HOUSE-
MARTINS IN CUMBERLAND AND WESTMORLAND. 

THESE data concerning the average brood reared by Swallows 
(Hirundo r. rustica) were obtained from pairs breeding in 
various localities in Cumberland and Westmorland. In each 
year most pairs reared two broods, whilst in 1927 one pair 
raised three. 

1927 
1926 
1925 

No. of Nests 
Examined. 

25 
20 
16 

6 
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I 
I 

Broods of 

5 4 3 

8 
4 
4 
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8 1 3 

2 

2 
2 

— 

Average Brood 
Reared. 

4.0 
4.0 
4.2 

The data for the House-Martin (Delichon u. urbica) are 
based on a small number of nests examined at Cumdivock, 
Cumberland, 300 ft. above sea-level. Most pairs reared only 
one brood. In 1927 nine nests held twenty-two young, 
average brood 2.4 ; in 1926 seven nests had twenty-four 
young, average brood 3.4. R. H. BROWN. 

ALPINE SWIFT IN WILTSHIRE. 

O N October 27th, 1927, at Stapleford in the Wylye Valley, 
I saw an Alpine Swift (Aftus melba). It was hawking over 
the river and water-meadows some twenty or thirty feet from 
the ground and I had it under observation for several minutes. 
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During that time it came directly over me, and I finally 
watched it out of sight down the valley. A Swift on that 
date would attract one's attention at once, but the con
spicuously large size, the general impression of brown, not 
black, coloration and, when it came over me, the light, almost 
white, under surface, left no doubt in my mind as to this 
bird's identity. N. F. TICEHURST. 

ABNORMAL LAYING OF CUCKOO. 
A " REED-WARBLER " Cuckoo (C. canorus), which returned 
to her old territory in Kent for the third successive season, 
did not during 1927 lay with the clockwork regularity of 
some other well-known Cuckoos, nor, in fact, as she herself 
did in 1925, when she laid sixteen eggs, one every other day 
for a month. I much doubt whether there is a record to 
equal hers of this year when she laid and successfully deposited 
three of her eggs in four days. Her fourth egg was deposited 
at 4.5 p.m., May 27th, her fifth before 2.0 p.m., May 29th, and 
her sixth at 6.0 p.m., May 30th. Her fourth and sixth eggs 
were actually seen deposited by the watchers, whilst the nest 
which contained her fifth egg was looked into as late as 
8.30 p.m. on May 28th, at that time no Cuckoo's egg being 
in the nest. It was about this time that a second female 
put in an appearance upon the territory and to what extent 
this bird influenced the early laying of the sixth egg of the 
old bird I cannot say, except that it should have been de
posited on May 31st. It appears certain, however, that the 
new arrival subsequently affected the laying of the old bird, 
for she did not lay again until June n th—a longer break 
than in any of her previous years. During this break the 
new bird did a large amount of scrapping and raiding but 
be it noted that no nest which had received any of the six 
eggs laid by the Cuckoo in possession of the territory was 
molested by the new comer. So much for the clever police 
work of the old bird. 

I have always maintained that provided one clear day has 
elapsed between a Cuckoo's layings she could lay at will, 
but on this occasion a Cuckoo laid on two successive days, 
certainly the first-known occurrence in my forty years' study 
of the bird. Further, the intruding Cuckoo must have 
affected the behaviour of the old bird, for she carried on her 
layings until July 12th, another record so far as my birds 
are concerned, the previous latest date being July 8th in 
1923 for a fresh egg. The intruding Cuckoo (after depositing 
five eggs) was finally, on June 30th, driven off the territory 
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by the old bird, who was left in peace to continue her long 
series, ending on July 12th. Her record so far is sixteen eggs 
in 1925, fifteen in 1926 and sixteen during 1927. 

GEO. J. SCHOLEY. 

REJECTION OF CUCKOO'S EGGS BY PIED WAGTAILS. 

WITH reference to the notes on this subject (antea, pp. 94 
and 158), it may be interesting to record that in 1927 no 
Cuckoo appeared in the chalk quarry at Cliffe-at-Hoo, Kent, 
to victimize the large colony of Pied Wagtails (Motacilla 
a. yarrellii) resident there, so with a view to introducing a 
Cuckoo or two I removed two Cuckoo's eggs, quite fresh, 
from neighbouring Hedge-Sparrows' [Prunella m. occidentalis) 
nests and placed one each into two nests of Pied Wagtails 
containing five fresh eggs respectively. 

I waited until nightfall, carefully removing a Wagtail's 
egg from each nest and inserting a Cuckoo's egg in their 
places. I left the nests and walked away a little distance 
and watched both Wagtails back to their nests until dark. 
Nothing unusual occurred, but on visiting the nests at 8 a.m. 
the next morning I found both Cuckoo's eggs missing. The 
nests were some fifty yards apart and both females were 
sitting tightly when I visited the nests that morning. Both, 
in fact, reared their four young. 

Yet I have seen a Cuckoo remove three of the Wagtail's 
eggs from a nest of four, deposit her own egg, and before the 
Cuckoo has got out of earshot, the Wagtail has been back 
to the nest sitting on one of her own eggs and that of the 
Cuckoo, not attempting to move until I thrust my hand into 
the nesting hole. GEO. J. SCHOLEY. 

REJECTION OF CUCKOO'S EGG BY LINNET. 

ON June 9th, 1925, in a garden near Cobham, Surrey, where 
two eggs of the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) had been found 
in nests of the Linnet (Carduelis c. cannabina) a few days before, 
I found a Linnet's nest containing two eggs. Two days 
later the nest was apparently empty, but more bulky in 
appearance, and I discovered under the lining or, more 
accurately, between the old and the new linings, a Cuckoo's 
egg alone. 

Later I found, a few yards from the site of the Linnet's 
nest, a fourth egg laid by this Cuckoo which had been accepted 
by a Greenfinch (Chloris ch. chloris), so that apart from 
further evidence that the selected fosterer occasionally rejects 
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a Cuckoo's egg, evidence is afforded of a Cuckoo apparently 
parasitic on one or perhaps two species of Finch. 

Probably it has no significance, but the Cuckoo's eggs 
were generously splashed with purple, these superficial 
markings resembling to some extent those on the eggs of 
Linnets and Greenfinches. GUY CHARTERIS. 

TREE-PIPIT AND CUCKOO'S EGGS. 
ON June ist, 1927, near Luss, Dumbartonshire, I found 
a nest of a Tree-Pipit (Anthus trivialis) containing a 
Cuckoo's egg, apparently recently broken. A few paces 
away I saw another Tree-Pipit's nest with a Cuckoo's egg 
in it. In neither nest was there a Tree-Pipit's egg. The 
second nest found had the appearance of being deserted, 
and the contents of the egg, when blown, proved to be stale. 
In case the nest should not be deserted I placed in it—for 
lack of a more convincing substitute-—a Willow-Warbler's 
egg and to this the Pipit laid three eggs before beginning 
incubation. The shell of the broken Cuckoo's egg resembled 
closely that of the unbroken one. 

These facts, I regret, prove nothing, but they may be of 
interest and I record them for what they may be worth. 

GUY CHARTERIS. 

REGULAR APPEARANCE OF HEN-HARRIER IN 
WIGTOWNSHIRE. 

A HEN-HARRIER [Circus cyaneus) was seen on October 12th, 
1927, in Wigtownshire on the edge of a moor. This is the 
fifth year in succession the bird has appeared, and on each 
occasion its visit has lasted two to three weeks, while its 
arrival has always been between October n t h and 16th. 

M. PORTAL. 

SPOONBILLS IN HAMPSHIRE. 
ON October 7th, 1927, whilst my wife and I were walking 
on the cliffs to the east of Southbourne, Bournemouth, we 
saw two Spoonbills (Platalea leucorodia) flying from the 
direction of Christchurch Harbour. They soared in wide 
circles for some time when quite near us, and eventually 
flew off to the west, towards Poole Harbour. I watched 
them in bright sunlight through a Goerz I2X binocular, but 
even without glasses their white plumage, distinctive bill, 
widespread wings, slightly curved neck, and trailing black 
legs were plainly visible. I have seen the species previously 
in Norfolk. JOHN MOORE. 

o 
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SPOONBILLS, AVOCETS AND PROBABLE 
DEMOISELLE CRANE IN HAMPSHIRE. 

ON October 23rd, 1927, at dusk, a Crane passed over Needs 
Ore, Beaulieu, Hampshire, flying too high to distinguish its 
plumage—it was being mobbed by the whole colony of 
Black-backed Gulls. 

On October 24th and 25th it was on the marsh in company 
with three Spoonbills (Platalea leucorodia). The Crane 
carried a crest, and appeared to be a Demoiselle, and may 
have been an escaped bird. Mr. Witt and his son both saw 
the four birds on Warren Farm Marsh, and noted, as I did, 
their efforts to mingle with the Curlew, much to the disgust 
and affright of the latter, which promptly left for the shore. 
On the 28th the Crane had left and there were four Spoon
bills. On November 3rd two of them flew over my head. 
When feeding in a swampy place the Spoonbills' proceedings 
rather reminded me of the steady swing of a man mowing 
with a scythe. When they got their heads up their " spoon " 
bills were unmistakable and the mane-like crest at the back 
of the head showed clearly. The Crane was again seen on 
the marsh on November 9th with two Spoonbills. 

Sir Thomas Troubridge tells me that he and Lord Montagu 
saw two of the Spoonbills whilst flighting a few days previously. 

The only other noteworthy birds seen by me at Beaulieu 
this year were two Avocets (Recurvirostra avosetta) on the 
foreshore, on May 24th, 25th—27th. CECIL PADDON. 

EARLY GREY GEESE IN LANCASHIRE. 
GREY Geese were seen on migration in north Lancashire this 
year earlier than ever before. On July 15th there was a 
gaggle of forty odd in the Lune Estuary; Grey Lags (Anser 
anser), and up to the end of the month small skeins of Grey 
Geese, species unknown, were seen almost every day flying 
south. A single Grey Lag spent the summer in the fields at 
the mouth of the Lune and is still there. 

A few years previous to 1914 a pack of thirty to fifty Grey 
Geese did not migrate, but for two summers visited the coast 
bordering the southern shores of Morecambe Bay, flying inland 
to the hills of the West Riding of Yorkshire and Westmorland, 
sometimes being divided into two skeins. Here they spent 
most of their time on the mountains, visiting the coast at 
intervals. 

Although the Grey Lag is common now in north Lancashire 
in winter, in those days it was almost unknown in the county, 
so that it is most probable that these Geese were Pink-footed, 
although their identity was never discovered. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 
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NESTING OF THE POCHARD IN CUMBERLAND. 
ON May 19th, 1927, I visited a tarn in the county, where 
a party of six adult male Pochards (Nyrocaf. ferina) had been 
observed as late as May 13th, but on the former date only 
two males were to be seen. 

Suspecting that the females might be nesting, I commenced 
wading the extensive rush-covered margins of the tarn, 
eventually disturbing a brood of recently hatched ducklings, 
which almost immediately disappeared amongst the rushes. 

Presently, two of these ducklings emerged from the rushes 
and swam out upon the open water where they were joined 
by a bird which I recognized as a female Pochard. She was 
observed working her way through the dense clumps of rush, 
near the place where the brood had been disturbed, before 
she rose to fly to her offspring on the water. 

During further search I discovered the nest, situated in a 
thick clump of rushes. It contained two eggs, which on 
blowing were found to contain dead embryos about fifteen 
to twenty days old. This, as suggested by Mr. L. E. Hope, 
Director of Carlisle Museum, who examined the eggs and 
down, may have been due to the very cold weather and a 
few frosty nights we had at the end of April. 

The nest was substantially built and, with the exception 
of a quantity of down which lined the interior, was entirely 
constructed of dead rush. The inner cup with high outer 
fringes was raised about ten inches above the level of the 
water. It was situated about twenty yards from the edge 
of open water, in the midst of an area of wet, rush-covered 
ground three or four acres in extent and covered for several 
hundred yards round the nest with two feet of water. 

On May 29th I again visited this locality, and whilst 
wading the opposite side of the tarn I flushed a second female 
from a nest similar in situation and construction to the one 
found on the 19th. She left the nest within a few feet of 
me and settled on the muddy margin of the tarn a few yards 
away, to slowly paddle forward towards deeper water, 
occasionally quickly turning her head and looking anxiously 
about, though not uttering any note. This nest also contained 
two eggs. 

On June 5th one unfertile egg remained. Whether this 
second bird succeeded in hatching any eggs is not certain, 
as during subsequent visits neither females or their offspring 
were ever observed. 

The two male partners of these nesting ducks were present 
during all visits made to the tarn from May 19th to June 
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6th inclusive, generally together, resting on the open water. 
As far as I am aware this is the first recorded instance of 

the Pochard nesting in Cumberland. R. GRAHAM. 

SCAUP-DUCK AND COMMON SCOTER INLAND IN 
SOMERSET. 

THE following two duck records from the Berrow Reservoirs, 
N. Somerset, for 1926, seem worth a note. 

On January 5th I watched a female Scaup (Fuligula 
marila) associating with Tufted Duck on the middle of the 
three reservoirs. This was the first and only Scaup I have 
seen on these waters, but curiously enough I found more 
than a year afterwards that four were seen there a fortnight 
later by Mr. S. Lewis on January 19th (Report of the Ornitho
logical section of the Somerset Archceol. and Nat. Hist. Soc. 
for 1926). This party of four may or may not have included 
my bird, but the other three at least must have represented 
a second arrival independent of bird No. 1, as there was 
quite definitely only one on January 5th. 

On April 3rd and 5th of the same year I watched a female 
Common Scoter (Oidemia nigra) on the most northerly 
reservoir, the same on which I observed a drake in April, 
1925 (Brit. Birds, Vol. XVIII., p. 267). The bird was clearly 
in sound condition and was diving freely. Evidently it was 
a voluntary visitor. I have little doubt that these north 
Somersetshire reservoirs should be added to the list of localities 
which are visited occasionally by Scoters in the course of 
ordinary migration and not merely as storm-driven waifs. 

B. W. TUCKER. 

SHAGS AT OXFORD. 
A FEW days prior to December 30th, 1926, an immature 
Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) appeared on the Thames at 
Oxford; actually within the city boundary. It is stated to 
have been accompanied at first by another similar bird, 
which was apparently shot by some irresponsible person, 
but the survivor, though apparently uninjured and in excellent 
condition, remained on the river for many weeks. It was 
watched diving for fish by the writer and various other 
observers, and indeed became quite a familiar object to passers-
by on the towing-path. It was there all through January 
and February, and at least as late as March 15th, and as far 
as is known eventually left unmolested. 

The Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain in the Natural History of the 
Oxford District, published for the meeting of the British 
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Association, 1926, mentions about eleven previous records 
of Shags near Oxford, but certainly the majority of these 
occurrences have been merely of passing wanderers going 
up or down the river, and such a lengthy visit as the above 
must be almost unprecedented. B. W. TUCKER. 

LEACH'S FORK-TAILED PETREL INLAND IN 
LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE. 

THOUGH storm-driven Petrels are not infrequently picked up 
inland, they are not so often seen flying over inland waters. 

On October 29th, 1927, the day following the great S.W. 
gale of the night of October 28th-2gth, my wife and I watched 
a Leach's Fork-tailed Petrel (Oceanodroma I. leucorrhoa) 
flying over Marbury Mere, near Northwich, Cheshire. 

It flew in a hovering way over the water, pattering with 
its feet as it did so, and seemed to be trying to pick something 
from the surface ; after a time several Black-headed Gulls 
(Larus r. ridibundus) chased it, and to avoid them it twisted 
and turned very rapidly, finally coming to rest on the surface 
of the mere quite close to us. Its size, the length of its bill, 
a distinct brown band across the wing and the grey tinge on the 
black head made its identity certain, though we could not 
see the fork in the tail from the angle at which it approached 
us. There were no signs of it on the following day. 

In the Daily Dispatch of November 2nd, 1927, it was 
reported that a Storm-Petrel had been " shot in mistake 
for a Snipe " on the Flash, near Leigh, Lancashire. Mr. W. 
Compston secured the bird, which had been shot on October 
29th; and kindly showed it to me. It also proved to be a 
Leach's Fork-tailed Petrel. In this specimen the tips of the 
secondaries were very definitely fringed with white, which 
the Practical Handbook records when freshly moulted ; none 
of the skins which I have examined in the Dresser Collection 
show this feature so clearly, but doubtless these have faded 
to some extent. This bird is being preserved for the Man
chester Museum. These two localities are only some 15 
miles apart in a direct line. 

On the same day—October 29th—-there was a Knot (Calidris 
c. canutus) by the side of Witton Flashes, Northwich ; when 
disturbed it rose to a great height and eventually flew off 
in the direction of the nearest salt water. No doubt this 
bird also was driven in by the storm, as Knots are more often 
seen inland in this district at the height of the migration 
period. A. W. BOYD. 
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TWO DUNLINS LAYING IN THE SAME NEST. 
IN South Uist on May 21st, 1927, I found a nest of a Dunlin 
(Calidris a. schinzii) containing six eggs of two distinct types 
and evidently the produce of two hens. The nest was " over
flowing " and to leave room for the birds to complete laying, 
if they had not done so already, I removed two eggs. These 
eggs had not been incubated. Returning on the 23rd, I 
found that the nest had been raided and the eggs sucked, 
but close at hand was another nest with four eggs, obviously 
laid by the same two hens. It would appear that each hen 
had laid five eggs on successive days. Apropos the sucking 
of these eggs, it was fatal even to stoop to a nest in this 
country. By far the worst and boldest robber was the 
Common Gull (Larus c. canus). It was necessary only to 
fumble in the grass and pass on and a cluster of puzzled 
birds of this species would assemble at the spot. 

GUY CHARTERIS. 

[An interesting feature in the above note is the fact that 
both hen birds laid five eggs. Mr. S. Boorman has a clutch 
of six eggs in his collection, but these are uniform in type and 
apparently laid by one bird. Mr. R. H. Brown (Br. B., 
XVIII., p. 88) refers to a brood of six young observed on 
the Solway.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

SPOTTED REDSHANKS IN SUSSEX. 
I OBSERVED two Spotted Redshanks (Tringa erythropus) near 
the mouth of the River Cuckmere on September 2nd and 
3rd, 1926. One bird was certainly an adult in summer 
plumage, the other appeared to be in immature dress. 

I noticed a party of four of these birds at Rye Harbour on 
September 2nd, 1927. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK AND KNOT IN THE SCILLY 
ISLES. 

A SPOTTED Redshank (Tringa erythropus) wa's seen on Tresco 
by Major A. A. Dorrien-Smith during several days in Septem
ber, 1927, the last occasion being the 14th. In Messrs. 
Clark & Rodd's " Birds of Scilly " (Zoologist, July, August 
and September, 1906) only two records of this species are 
given, one seen on Bryher, October 12th, 1865, and one killed 
on the same island on August 26th, 1870. 

The Knot (Calidris canutus) is also a rare bird on Scilly, 
although probably overlooked on the autumn migration. 
One seen by Major Dorrien-Smith on August 28th, 1927, 
remained several days. H. W. ROBINSON. 
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BLACK-TAILED GODWITS IN SOMERSET IN 1926. 
OWING to lack of leisure I have not previously placed on 
record the occurrence of Black-tailed Godwits (Limosa limosa) 
in at least two localities in Somerset in the autumn of 1926. 
On September 12th I had an excellent view of one of these 
birds on two occasions during the day at Blagdon Reservoir, 
and a few days later, on September 19th, I watched another 
solitary bird on the Steart flats, to the west of the mouth 
of the Parrett on the Bristol Channel coast. 

In Somerset, as elsewhere in the west, the Black-tailed 
Godwit is rarely met with, and the first of the above records 
appears to be the only one from an inland locality since 
Cecil Smith added the species to the county list on the strength 
of a specimen shot in the Bridgwater Marsh in 1868. The 
above observations rather curiously parallel my experience 
in Somerset with the Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus), 
another rare species in the county, of which I saw solitary 
birds in the same two places in the same order at almost 
the same interval in September, 1923 (Brit. Birds, Vol. 
XVIL, p. 211). B. W. TUCKER. 

LATE APPEARANCE OF LITTLE TERN IN DEVON. 
ON October 29th, 1927, I watched a party of five Little Terns 
(Sterna a. albifrons) flying together and feeding in the Exe 
Estuary, close to Starcross Station. 

As the date seems an unusually late one, the record may 
be of interest. ' 

I may add that I saw a single bird of this species near the 
same place on October 14th, 1927. R. M. BYNE. 

HEN-HARRIER IN FORFARSHIRE.—Lord Scone writes that 
a Hen-Harrier (Circus c. cyaneus) was shot near Brechin 
in the first week of October, 1927. 

SPOTTED CRAKE IN PERTHSHIRE.—'Lord Scone reports 
that a Spotted Crake (Porzana porzana), apparently a female 
of the year, was shot at Moncreiffe, Bridge-of-Earn, on 
October 15th, 1927. 
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