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NOTES FROM THE SOUTH LANCASHIRE COAST. 

BY 
F. W. HOLDER AND R. WAGSTAFFE 

T H E following notes consist of observations made by the 
writers during the period between the latter part of 1924 
and the summer of 1927. Some of the records have been 
obtained on the dune coast between Southport and Formby 
Point, and others on the Ribble Estuary and Martin Mere. 

HOODED CROW (Corvus c. comix).—A fairly regular visitor 
in late autumn to Martin Mere, but rarely staying through the 
winter. The birds are rare in the spring, two occurring on 
April 8th, 1925. 

GOLDFINCH (Carduelis c. britannica) .—Nested at Church-
town in 1926. 

TWITE (Carduelis f. flavirostris).—Formerly plentiful in 
winter about the estuary sea-wall, but less frequently-
observed of late years. Arrivals noticed on October 17th, 
1927. 

CORN-BUNTING (Emberiza c. calandm).—Since 1924 this 
Bunting has wintered freely on Martin Mere, where previously 
it was best known as a partial migrant. Spring flocking 
is rare in this district. Between April 21st and May 6th, 
1925, a flock of about 150 birds was regularly observed in 
the reed-beds of the unreclaimed mere, from which occasional 
visits were made to the waste ground adjacent to the culti
vated area. A nest was observed situated rather low down in 
the fork of a willow growing on the bank of a broad ditch, 
the young being successfully reared. 

SNOW-BUNTING (Plectrophenax nivalis).—One at Ainsdale 
beach on March 8th, and two on November 1st, 1925. 

WHITE WAGTAIL '(Motacilla a. alba).—Usually appears in 
April, but has arrived twice in March—March 23rd, 1925, 
and March 20th, 1927. 

NUTHATCH (Sitta em. affinis).—A rare bird in south-west 
Lancashire. One frequented a garden at Churchtown during 
the last week in June, 1927. 

LONG-TAILED TITMOUSE (JEgiihalos c. roseus).—Of late 
years a decidedly uncommon species near Southport. A 
party occurred at the Shooting Box, Martin Mere, in December, 
1926, and one at Churchtown in April, 1927, where our last 
nest was seen in 1912. 

PIED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca).-—A male in 
Hesketh Park, Southport, on May 3rd, 1927. 

GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER (Locustella n. navia).—In song in 
a town garden on June 12th, 1926. 
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RING-OUZEL (Turdus t. torquatus).-—Rare on the coast. A 
pair on the Ainsdale dunes, April 3rd, 1927. 

BLACK REDSTART (Phcenicurus 0. gibmltariensis).—An 
adult male seen by Mr. S. J. Hunt on the sea-wall, near 
Southport, October 27th, 1926. 

HOUSE-MARTIN (Delichon u. urbica).—-A late passage 
observed on Ainsdale beach, June 6th, 1926. 

SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio f. flammeus).—-On June 7th, 1925, 
we flushed a bird from the low hills at Ainsdale, whereupon 
it was immediately mobbed by the Terns. We afterwards 
carefully searched the vicinity, but could not locate a nest. 

PEREGRINE (Falco p. peregrinus).—Seen at Banks on 
November 9th, 1924, and at Ainsdale on December 6th, 1925, 
and March 16th, 1926. 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus).—During the 
past winter the Pink-foot was abundant on Martin Mere, 
the numbers far exceeding those of any individual year during 
the past twenty. All grey Geese examined by us in the 
flesh in 1926-27 were, without exception, Pink-footed, and, so 
far as our experience goes, this species has always been pre
dominant among the grey Geese on this coast. 

BARNACLE-GOOSE (Branta leucopsis).—Single birds shot on 
the Ribble Estuary in recent winters were almost certainly 
individuals from Hesketh Park, Southport, but a skein of 
five flying west over the Ainsdale dunes on September 7th, 
1927, could not have come from local ornamental waters. 

PINTAIL (Anas a. acuta).—Since 1924 this bird has become 
a regular visitor to the dune tarns in March and April. Eleven 
were present with Mallard, Teal and Wigeon on March 4th, 
1925, 

COMMON SCOTER (Oidemia n. nigra).—Following the westerly 
gales of December, 1924, scores were washed up dead between 
Birkdale and Formby. Small parties of Scoters annually 
frequent the dune beach from early January to March, 
and courtship flights are frequently observed at that period. 
We have observed the courtship displays, so well described 
by D. Gunn, on the Marine Lake, Southport, but weeks 
earlier than the date he mentions. Large flocks of Scoters 
on the beach are apparently unusual. On January 23rd, 
1927, a heavy snowfall having fallen on the 22nd, there were 
several hundreds on the beach at Freshfield. From that date 
to February 13th, the Scoters continued to occur on the beach 
in large numbers. We have a previous note of a similar 
assemblage—August 5th, 1923, when weather conditions 
were summer-like. 
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VELVET-SCOTER [Oidemia f. fusca).—A small invasion of 
storm-driven birds of this species was noticed during the 
first half of January, 1925. Birds were seen on the beach, 
the dune tarns, and also on the Marine Lake at Southport, 
whilst a drake appeared on the Martin Mere Sluice, three 
miles inland. A drake at Marshside on February 13th, 1927. 

GOOSANDER [Mergus m. merganser).—Two females were 
shot at night by a gunner on Martin Mere, December 17th, 
I925-

MANX SHEARWATER [Puffinus p. puffinus).—A stranded bird 
at Ainsdale on August 8th, 1926. 

FULMAR (Fulmarus g. glacialis).—An adult picked up dead 
at the foot of the Ainsdale dunes, March 14th, 1926. 

GREY PLOVER (Squatarola s. squatarola).—The winter flock 
was treble its usual proportions from January to March, 
1925. 

KNOT (Calidris c. canutus).—Remarkably abundant 
throughout the winter of 1924-25. 

CURLEW-SANDPIPER {Calidris testacea).—Two on the margin 
of the Hesketh Park lake, Southport, October 7th, 1927. 

BAR-TAILED GOD WIT (Litnosa I. lapponica).—Two which 
were observed in a flock of seventy birds at Ainsdale on 
March 14th were in nuptial dress. From 1918 to 1925 the 
flock that remained through the summer on the Ainsdale 
coast averaged about fifty birds, but in the summer of 1926 
and 1927 only odd birds were observed. The wintering 
flock in 1926-27 was roughly about 300 birds strong, but on 
Mad Wharf at Fresfmeld on February 20th, 1927, the birds 
occurred in amazing numbers. The huge flock strung out 
along the tide margin was estimated to comprise between 
1,500 and 2,000 birds. There is usually an influx of these 
birds noticeable on our coast after a severe frost. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. limosa).—Birds were 
observed at Ainsdale on the following dates : July 26th, 
1925 {11) ; August 8th, 1925 (7) ; November 29th, 1925 (3) ; 
August 1st, 1926 (1), and at Banks on November 16th, 1924 
(1) ; July 25th, 1927 (2). 

WHIMBREL (Numenius p. phceopus).—One at Ainsdale after 
a north-west gale on November 29th, 1925, which may have 
remained, for a bird was heard and seen in the same quarter 
on December 13th, 1925. 

GREAT SNIPE (Capella media).—One under observation for 
twenty minutes in a wet pasture at Marshside, March 19th, 
1926. 

BLACK TERN (Chlidonias n. niger).—An immature bird at 
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Ainsdale on July 25th, 1926—our third record for the month. 
In 1927, adults were at Ainsdale on May 1st and June 10th, 
and at Banks on September 7th. 

SANDWICH TERN (Sterna s. sandvicensis).—-Early arrivals 
on passage in spring are usually seen in twos and are probably 
pairs. Their course being as a rule S.E. to N.W., it seems 
probable that an overland passage is made. The first birds 
were observed at Ainsdale on April 10th, 1925, and April 
22nd, 1926, whilst a party of fourteen were resting there on 
April 17th, 1927. It is certain, however, that only a minority 
of the Ravenglass birds touch this coast in spring. Adults 
occasionally appear during the summer months, and passage 
in late August and September is regular. 

ROSEATE TERN (Sterna d. dougallii).—The status of this 
species in south Lancashire is still somewhat obscure. Prior 
to 1924 we should have described the bird as a casual or 
wanderer occurring in late July. From June 7th to July 
5th, 1925, we frequently watched a pair on the outer hills 
at Ainsdale, and also on the adjacent shore, but without 
observing any signs of a nest. In the first half of May, 1926, 
and again in 1927, odd pairs were seen among the abundant 
Common Terns, but apparently the Roseates were only 
loitering on passage. 

COMMON TERN (Sterna h. hirundo).—An adult picked up 
by us on the Ainsdale dunes was dissected, and death was 
found to be due to the lining of the gizzard having become 
fixed in the oesophagus: therefore, it seems possible that the 
Tern ejects the gizzard lining as is the case with the Curlew. 
Another bird found dead on a nest still retained mottling on 
the lesser wing coverts. For some years we have carefully 
watched for first-year birds, and whilst Terns in this phase of 
plumage are scarce, a few usually summer on the south 
Lancashire coast. These dark-billed birds are usually much 
later in arriving than the adults, and our dates for the last 
three years are : June 7th, 1925 ; June 30 th, 1926 ; June 
10th, 1927. The largest party noted consisted of seven birds 
which were frequently under observation throughout July, 
1926, being last seen on August 1st. For some inexplicable 
reason, the first-year Tern acquires some of the pugnacity of 
the adult and occasional " stoops " have been made at us 
while on the beach. 

SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus f. fuscus) 
BRITISH LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus f. affinis).—In 
winter Lesser Black-backed Gulls do not occur on the local 
coast in the numbers recorded by H. W. Robinson from north 
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Lancashire. One or two are seen casually from November 
to February. We would cite the following records for 
L. f. fuscus :—December 3rd, 1922 (2) ; November n t h , 
1923 (1) ; and March 31st, 1927 (1). Adults of the sub
species L. f. affinis seen on passage from March to mid-May 
are almost invariably in nuptial dress, although one at Banks 
on March 7th, 1926, still retained the winter head-streaks. 

KITTIWAKE (Rissa t. tridactyla).—The appearance of small 
parties of adult Kittiwakes on Ainsdale Beach in late spring 
is perhaps worthy of notice. For the last ten years the birds 
have paid constant visits in June without lingering. Both 
adults and birds in the " tarrock " plumage occurred on June 
10th, 1927. 

GREAT SKUA (Stercorarius s. skua).—An adult flying south
west was observed at sea about three miles north-east of 
Beaumaris, Anglesey on July 15th, 1927. 

ARCTIC SKUA (Stercorarius parasiticus).—Ten birds at Banks 
on August 9th and also on the 10 th, while one occurred at 
Ainsdale on August 28th, 1927. 

QUAIL (Coturnix c. cotumix).-—Not known as a nesting 
species in our area for many years, but a pair remained through 
the summer of 1926 on Martin Mere. 
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