
LETTERS 
NESTING OF T H E SAND-MARTIN. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 
SIRS,—The eastern side of Bishop's Stortford railway station is 

bounded by a high retaining wall. Some ten feet above the permanent 
way this wall is pierced by a row of twenty-eight holes, half a brick 
in width and left presumably for drainage. Doomed on the afternoon 
ot May 5th to wait an hour for a train in this peculiarly grimy and 
sordid place. I was interested to see Sand-Martins coursing up and down 
the permanent way, and flying in and out of most of these holes or 
settling on their threshold ; the other holes were tenanted by nesting 
House-Sparrows. I did not see any of the Martins actually carrying 
nesting material, but obviously the holes constituted a small nesting 
colony. Bishop's Stortford is in the same drainage area as Rye House 
and is, in a direct line, about ten miles from that place, where, in 1923, 
Mr. P. F . Bunyard noticed Sand-Martins nesting under similar condi
tions. The existence of these two colonies in the same district may be 
of interest in connection with the points raised by Mr. R. H. Hellyar 
(antea, pp . 166—171). CHAS. OLDHAM. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Mr. Richmond H. Hellyar asks (antea, p . 170) for examples 
regarding the habit of some Sand-Martins (Riparia r. riparia), of 
utilising holes in walls for breeding when natural sites are available. 
In 1921, several pairs of Sand-Martins bred in the drain pipes of a 
retaining wall of part of one bank of the river Eden : the drain pipes 
were several feet above the water-level. The bank opposite, in a 
natural state, appeared to afford good tunnelling, but no birds nested 
there, yet about a mile further up the river Sand-Martins bred in both 
banks. R. H. BROWN. 


	Letters
	Nesting of the Sand-Martin




