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" BRITISH BIRDS " CENSUS OF HERONRIES. 

WITH the number of competent observers at present available 
it seems possible to undertake a census of British heronries 
on a more comprehensive and accurate basis than has up 
to the present been attempted. There has, of course, been 
a good deal of work done already, some of it of considerable 
value. The late Mr. J. E. Harting long ago conducted such 
an enquiry through the Field; Mr. Frank Bonnett compiled 
a useful list which was printed for private circulation in 1912 ; 
in Scotland Mr. Hugh Boyd Watt, and in Ireland Messrs. 
Ussher and Warren tackled the subject with a considerable 
degree of success. Various county histories, including many 
volumes of the Victoria County Histories, contain useful 
information regarding the number, size, history and location 
of the local heronries, and this of course applies particularly 
to works devoted to the avifauna, some of which, like Mr. 
H. S. Gladstone's Birds of Dumfriesshire, are models in that 
respect. 

Even if all these had been exhaustive and unimpeachable, 
which they are not, there would still be room for a census 
as complete as possible now, for changes in recent years 
have been very considerable, and ought to be recorded before 
it is too late. We are therefore including in every copy 
of this issue a Schedule and a postcard, which last we hope 
that every reader of BRITISH BIRDS will fill up and return 
to the office, stating for which particular heronry or heronries 
or areas he or she intends to send in returns, and how many 
additional Schedules (if any) are required. The Schedules 
themselves are to be kept and returned by the beginning 
of August, or as soon as the breeding season is definitely 
Closed. A separate Schedule is to be used for every heronry, 
and heronry for the purposes of this census must be taken 
to mean any locality where the Heron breeds, even if there 
is only one nest. It is intended to cover every part of 
England and Wales, and as regards Scotland, whether all 
of this country can be included will depend upon the extent 
of co-operation promised. We feel sure that it will be possible 
to include at all events the southern areas of Scotland, and 
we shall be glad to hear from all who can undertake to make 
a census of any heronries in any part of Scotland. Whilst 
it may be necessary to restrict the area of the census 
in the interests of completeness, it must be particularly 
emphasized that data relating to questions 7-17 inclusive 
will be equally valuable whatever area they refer to, in the 
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United Kingdom or even abroad, provided of course that 
they are confined to Ardea drierea drierea and that the 
locality is properly indicated. 

In order to be of value it is essential that returns should 
be as complete as it is possible to make them. The half-
dozen questions of primary importance ought not to be 
difficult to answer, and it is hoped that as many readers as 
possible will take an active part, and enlist any reliable 
helpers they can, to whom we shall be glad to send out 
Schedules on receipt of the name and address. It is particu
larly desirable that question 6 should be properly attended 
to, as no accurate handling of densities will be possible unless 
it is known what areas, if any, have not been worked. 

Marked Herons show a high recovery percentage, including 
some particularly interesting records, and if the census is( 
accompanied by a special effort on the part of ringers to deal 
with as many of this species as possible this year, they will, 
no doubt, be rewarded by results which will at the same time 
enhance the value of the census and illuminate some obscure 
aspects. 

Any help in the way of references, lists of heronries in any 
part of the country with information concerning them, etc., 
will be welcomed; observers are by no means expected to 
confine themselves to their home locality if they can report 
anything of interest from elsewhere. Queries or difficulties 
should be notified as soon as they arise, so that any of general 
concern can be dealt with in BRITISH BIRDS. 

It may prove desirable to repeat the count next year, but 
readers are urged to do their utmost to ensure that the 
present response shall be adequate. Mr. E. M. Nicholson 
has consented to assist in working up results, a summary 
of which will be published in BRITISH BIRDS as soon as 
possible after the close of the enquiry. T H E EDITORS. 


