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AN EARLY WORK ON BIRD-MIGRATION. 
BY 

HUGH S. GLADSTONE, M.A., M.B.O.U. 

WHAT has been described as " the earliest treatise on 
migration published in this country "(^ is a rare duodecimo' 
tract of fifty pages issued anonymously in 1703. Its scope 
is fully indicated in the title-page, which is as follows :— 

AN/ESSAY/Towards the/Probable Solution/oF THIS 
/QUESTION./WHENCE come the Stork and the jTurtle, 
the Crane and the Swallow,j when they Know 
and Observe the /appointed Time of their Coming./OR/' 
WHERE those Birds do probably make/their Recess 
and Abode, which are/absent from our Climate at some 
cer-/tain Times and Seasons of the Year./ By a Person 
of Learning and Piety./LONDON,/ Printed for Samuel 
Crouch, at the Corner/ of Pope's-Head-Alley, over against/ 
the Royal-Exchange.j 1703. 

" A second edition," entitled as above(2) and also published 
anonymously, appeared in 1739, but runs to forty-eight pages 
instead of fifty. 

The authorship of this anonymous tract has been attributed 
to the "Hon. Francis Roberts, Esq."—on what authority 
is not revealed-—-by Thomas Tonkin (3) and this conclusion 
is accepted by Messrs. Mullens and Kirke Swann.(4) 

There is no need to deal with the " probable solution " 
here propounded that migratory birds retreat to the moon 
to spend the cold season ; this extraordinary theory has 
often been a matter of comment—-if not of ridicule—by many 
writers, and it is the propounder of this view—rather than 
his proposition-—-that forms the subject of these notes. 

When reading Mr. Lewis R. W. Loyd's latest book my 
attention was arrested by a reference he makes therein(5) 

(') The Zoologist: 1909: p . 71. 

(2) The title is the same but is differently spaced : this edition was 
Printed for E. Symon, over against the Royal Exchange, Cornhill, 1739. 

(3) Carew's Survey of Cornwall; . . ed. by the late Thomas 
Tonkin; 1811. p . 83 (footnote). 

(4) A Bibliography of British Ornithology : 1917 : p . 491. 
(6) Bird Facts and Fallacies [N.D. 1927.] : p . 220 (quoting The 

Folk Lore and Provincial Names of British Birds : by Rev. Charles 
Swainson : 1886 : p . 191). 
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to a tract in The Harleian Miscellany. On the first 
opportunity I verified his reference (1j, when it at once became 
apparent that the tract referred to by him is the same as 
that attributed to the " Hon. Francis Roberts, Esq." It is 
entitled—or rather described—as :•—• 

" An Enquiry into the Physical and Literal Sense 
of that/ Scripture,/ Jeremiah viii. 7./'The Stork in the 
Heaven knoweth her appointed Times : and/the Turtle, 
and the Crane, and the Swallow, observe the/Time of 
their Coming ; '&c./ Written by an eminent Professor, 
for the Use of his Scholars ;/ and now published at the 
earnest Desire of some of them./ Printed by J.H. no Date. 
[Duodecimo, containing Thirty-six Pages.]" 

The text commences:—" The whole place is a rebuke 
to Man " . . . with which words the 1703 pamphlet 
also begins and thereafter both it and the version given 
in The Harleian Miscellany are practically word for word 
alike. There is, however, an important—and illuminating—• 
difference in The Harleian Miscellany version where before 
the "postscript" [on p. 48 of the 1703 edition where no 
signature is appended] there are added the words " Your 
Friend, CM." Who " CM." was is made clear in a footnote, 
to the word " Professor " in the title, which reads :—" Mr. 
Charles Morton. See Calamy's Continuation, Vol. I., p. 211." 
Here(a) it is definitely stated that, besides " several other 
Treatises," Charles Morton wrote " An Enquiry into the 
Physical and Literal Sense of Jeremiah viii. 7. The Stork 
in the Heaven, etc." and in an earlier work Edmund Calamy(3) 
gives the following biography of the author:— 

" Mr. Charles Moreton [sic], M.A. He was Grandson by his Mother's 
side to Mr. Kestle of Pendavy in this County [Cornwall], and born in 

(*) The Harleian Miscellany : Vol. I I . : 1809 : pp. 578/588. 

(2) A continuation of the account of the Ministers, Lecturers, Masters' 
and Fellows of Colleges, and Schoolmasters, who were Ejected and Silenced 
after the Restoration in 1660, by or before the Act of Uniformity . . . . 
by Edmund Calamy : Vol. I., 1727, p. 211. 

(3) An account of the Ministers, Lecturers, Masters and Fellows of 
Colleges and Schoolmasters, who were Ejected or Silenced after the Restora
tion in 1660 by Edmund Calamy: second edition, 
Vol. II., 1713, pp. 144/5. (This appears to be the second volume 
of An Abridgement of Mr, Baxter's History of his life and times: by 
Edmund Calamy, second edition [in two volumes], 1713.) 
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his House about the year 1626. His Father was Mr, Nicholas Moreton, 
who was forc'd to quit the very same Rectory [Blisland] for Non
conformity in the Reign of King Charles I., after which he came to 
be Minister of St. Mary Overy's in Southwark, where he dy'd. This 
Mr. Nicholas Moreton descended from an Ancient Family a t Moreton 
in Nottinghamshire, the Seat of Thomas Moreton, Secretary to King 
Edward I I I . about 400 years since. Mr. Charles Moreton was his 
eldest son ; and he had Two more tha t were also Ministers. At about 
Fourteen Years of Age, his Grandfather sent him to Wadham-College 
in Oxon, where he was very Studious ; and a t the same time Zealous 
for the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England, after the 
example of his Grandfather who was a great Royalist. When the 
Civil Wars came on, he observing tha t they who were most Debauch'd 
generally sided with the King, against the more Vertuous Part of the 
Nation, which generally Affected the Parliament Side, was much 
startled to find the best Men on that which he thought the worst 
Side, and the vilest Men on tha t Side which he thought the bes t : 
He thence began to apply himself Seriously to the Controversy 
between the Prelatist and Puritan ; and after mature Deliberation 
determin'd to fall in with the latter. While he was Fellow of the 
College, he was extremely valu'd by Dr. Wilkins the Warden, on the 
account of his Mathematical Genius. He was indeed a General 
Scholar, but his Eminency lay in the Mathematicks. When he left 
the College, he was fix'd [1655] in the Exercise of his Ministry in his 
Native Country in this Place [Blisland] ; and here he liv'd Comfortably 
several Years. After his Ejectment by the Act of Uniformity, he 
liv'd in a small Tenement of his own in the Parish of St. Ives, and 
preach'd privately to a few People of a Neighbouring Village, till the 
Fire of London. Having sustained great loss by that , he remov'd 
thi ther to take care of his Affairs. Being there, he, by the Intreaty 
of several Friends, was prevail'd with to undertake the instructing 
of Youth in Academical Learning. He set upon the Work a t Newing-
ton-Green, and was extraordinarily well qualify'd for it. Many of 
his Pupils are now very Useful Men, both in Church and State. Some 
Scores of young Ministers were Educated by him, as well as many other 
good Scholars.*;1) He had indeed a Peculiar Talent, of winning Youth 
to the Love of Virtue and Learning, both by his Pleasant Conversation, 
and by a Familiar Way he had of making difficult Subjects easily 
Intelligible. After about Twenty Years continuance in this Employ
ment, he was so infested with Processes from the Biship's Court, t ha t 
he was forc'd to desist. At the same time, being under great Fears 
as to the Publick, he, in 1685, went over to New-England, and was 
chosen Pastor of a Church a t Charlestown, over-against Boston, 
where he dy'd in a good Old Age, being near Fourscore. 

He was of an Healthy Constitution, of a Sweet Natural Temper, 
and of a Generous Public Spiri t : an Indefatigable Friend, a Pious, 
Learned, Ingenious, Useful Man; belov'd and valu'd by all tha t 
knew him.*' 

It is certainly remarkable here that his erstwhile preceptor— 
John Wilkins—should himself have possessed strong opinions 
as to the habitability of the moon. In 1638 he published 

(J) [Among his more famous pupils may be mentioned Daniel 
Defoe, John Shower, Samuel Lawrence and Thomas Reynolds.] 
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The Discovery of a World in the Moone. Or, a Discourse tend
ing to prove that 'tis probable there may be another habitable 
World in that Planet, and in 1640 " The third impression. 
Corrected and enlarged " of this work appeared ; to which 
he- added a Discourse concerning the possibility of a Passage 
thither. John Wilkins (b. 1614, d. 1672) is best known as a 
Parliamentarian Ecclesiastic who, at one time, was Bishop 
of Chester. He was one of the founders of the Royal Society 
and was a fairly profuse author. It is known that in the 
compilation of his Essay towards a real character, and a 
philosophical Language, 1668, he was favoured with the 
assistance of John Ray and Francis Willughby. In this 
work there appears a list of birds (pp. 144-156) which— 
though more meagre in detail—must be held to antedate the 
oft-quoted Ornithologia of Francis Willughby, which was not 
published till 1676, and also the less-known Collection of 
English Words, by John Ray (in which " A catalogue of 
English Birds " appears on pp. 81-96 : and references thereto 
occur on pp. [xii-xiv] and 57, 59, 63, 68, 80, 132,178), which 
was first published in 1674. In the " Corrected and enlarged " 
edition of his work dealing with the habitability of the moon, 
above cited, Wilkins submits various propositions to prove 
this theory and he even suggests " that tis possible for some 
of our posteritie, to find out a conveyance to this other world; 
and if there be inhabitants there, to have commerce with 
them/'t1) and he adds 

" Having thus finished this discourse, I chanced upon a late fancy-
to this purpose under the fained name of Domingo Gonsales, written 
by a late reverend and learned Bishop [who], 
supposeth that there is a naturall and usuall passage for many creatures 
betwixt our earth and this planet He supposeth the 
Swallowes, Cuckoes, Nightingales, with divers other fowle, which 
are with us only halfe the year to flye up thither, when they goe from 
us. Amongst which kinde, there is a wilde Swan in the East Indies, 
which a t certain seasons of the year doe constantly take their flight 
thither. Now this bird being of great strength, able to continue for 
a long flight, as also going usually in flocks, like our wilde-geese ; he 
supposeth that many of them together, might be taught to carry 
the weight of a man."(2) 

The book referred to by Wilkins is The man in the Moone: 
or a discourse of a voyage thither by Domingo Gonsales. 
The writer of this work was Francis Godwin (b. 1562, d. 1633), 
Bishop of Hereford, who has been described as an "incom
parable historian " and it was not published—'' with an epistle 

(l) The Discovery of a new world : 1640: Vol. I., p . 203. 

(*) Loc. cit., pp . 240/241. 
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to the reader subscribed E.M,"—till i638,{1) five years after 
his death. The author—very properly—describes it as "an 
essay of Fancy " in which he gives an account of a supposed 
trip to the moon, in 1601, by the aid of trained swans (curious 
wild birds with one foot webbed like a swan, the other with 
talons like an eagle and preying partly on fish and partly 
on fowl) and a plate is added showing the daring aviator 
setting forth on his journey attached to a flock, or party, 
of these birds. (See plate.) It can, however, hardly be supposed 
that Wilkins could have believed in the possibility of 
a human being ever reaching the moon by these means 
though, from his writings, it does not appear that 
he regarded it as improbable that certain species of 
birds did migrate to the moon. It is not the object 
of these notes to determine who originated this idea; in 
many primitive and ancient religions souls were identified 
with birds and certain of the ancients believed that souls 
resorted to the moon. Among the Red Indians, and several 
South African tribes, there are not a few legendary stories 
based on intercommunication between the Moon and the 
Earth. It has been claimed for Bishop Godwin's book 
that it inspired Cyrano de Bergerac's Histoire comique . . . 
de la Lune, 1657 »(a) Jonathan Swift's Gulliver's Travels, 
1726 ; Raspe's Adventures of Baron Munchausen, 1786 ; and 
other similar fantasies, but it would seem highly probable 
that the Verahistoria of Lucian {fi. 160-190) was the common 
origin, or basis, of them all. 

Returning again to the original, and legitimate, subject 
of these notes, it only remains to add that Charles Morton 
duly figures in the Dictionary of National Biography as a 
Puritan divine (6. 1627, d. 1698), but that his name therein 
is spelled, probably after due consideration, Morton without 
an e. The date of the first publication of the tract under 
discussion is not known, but it must have been written before 
1698 and probably prior to his departure for America in 1685. 
In any case, with the evidence before us, we must now deprive 

(1) This book must have enjoyed considerable popularity; there 
was, for example, another English edition in 1768 ; French editions in 
1648, and 1671; and German editions in 1659, and 1660. 

(2) It must be noted that Cyrano de Bergerac's hero actually met 
Domingo Gonsales in the moon and that—being regarded as inferior 
pigmies, of opposite sexes, by the gigantic four-footed Lunars—they 
were caged together in,the hope that they might breed ! A fanciful 
conception worthy of the Gallic wit of the author whose jeu d'esprit 
has been summarized as " the greatest fantastic voyage in French 
literature." 



[DOMINGO GONSALES ON HIS WAY TO THE MOONE.] 
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the " Hon. Francis Roberts, Esq." of the honour of its author
ship ; moreover, not only is the stigma of anonymity entirely 
removed from this tract but the veil of reticence, enshrouding 
the author under the initials " CM.", is also drawn aside to 
reveal Charles Mor[e]ton as the author of what is perhaps 
" the earliest treatise on migration published in this country." 




