
IfflOTES^ 
THE 1927 IRRUPTION OF THE CROSSBILL*. 

SCANDINAVIA. 
PROFESSOR DR. EINAR LSNNBERG has very kindly sent me 
some evidence to show that the irruption of Crossbills had 
its origin somewhere to the east of Sweden. From the 
beginning to about the middle of July, flocks of from ten to 
thirty were observed to be continually passing about 50 
miles south of Stockholm and about 25 miles from the coast. 
The direction of these flocks was always to the north or 
north-west, and it was impossible that all these birds could 
have originated in the narrow strip of country between this 
point and the Baltic. A further fact in favour of a more 
eastern origin is that several Loxia leucoptera bifasciata 
were caught a little south of Stockholm in August, September 
and October. Mr. H. T. L. Schaaning also reports (Norsk. 
Orn. Tidds., VIII., p. 45) the presence of L. I. bifasciata in 
Norway, among the large flocks of Common Crossbills which 
overran that country from Finmark to Jaderan : at Floro 
(Nordfjord) in October and near Oslo from August to 
September. It is rather remarkable that we have not had 
this species reported in the British Islands during the 
present irruption. 

Professor Lonnberg informs me that in 1926 L. I. bifasciata, 
which is on the whole rather sporadic with them, bred in 
great numbers in south-western Lapland. In the same 
season Loxia curvirostra also bred there in great numbers. 

The invasion of the Common Crossbill has also extended 
all over Denmark from the island of Bornholm in the Baltic 
to the west coast of Jutland. H.F.W. 

NORTH SEA. 
CROSSBILLS having been reported in British Birds from 
almost all over England, it would perhaps be interesting to 
give some notes and observations made of the invasion 
from a somewhat different point, i.e., the North Sea.f 
During the past summer a great number of these birds 
have been passing over to England and many have alighted 
for various reasons on ships at sea. 

My first record is of a solitary immature bird on July 
8th, the weather at that time being foggy, the wind E.N.E. 
and our position 54° 40' N. lat., 40 40' E. From then on 

•For previous notes see antea, pp. 90-3, 12^-7, 153-5, I 75 _ 7. !95-6. 
fFor previous notes from the North Sea vide antea, p . 123. 



228 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXI. 

birds were seen almost every day, arriving in small parties 
of three or four—mainly consisting of immature birds. 
From my own observation the ratio of immature to mature 
was about eight to one ; while that of adult hens to cocks 
was three to one. 

Six birds were captured and kept aboard for some eighteen 
days, the party consisting of one adult cock, one adult hen 
and four young birds. The cock was in full red plumage, 
while the hen was of the yellow rather than green type. 
The young were, when first caught, of a uniform brown hue, 
varying only in depth of colour, some being much darker 
than others. But, subsequently, the commencement of the 
adult plumage began to show, and it was evident before 
they were liberated that three of the four would develop 
along the green and yellow stages ; whilst the other appeared 
to be assuming the red dress of the adult male direct from 
the brown stage. 

Crossbills appear to be quite the easiest birds to tame 
that I have ever met, as they evince no objection to captivity, 
climbing about the cage exactly like so many parrots, and 
never struggling or madly attempting to escape as do all 
other species. Their food consisted at first (faut de mieux) 
of coarse oatmeal and boiled haricot beans. This diet did 
not seem to suit them well, and there were several casualties, 
the cause of death being a form of diarrhoea. Subsequently, 
a supply of canary seed was obtained and the birds throve 
and grew fat on it. Unfortunately the supply ran out before 
the birds could be brought ashore and so they were liberated. 

I append herewith a rough table showing dates, numbers 
and details of birds observed, and the wind and weather. 

Date 
1927 

July 8 
9 

„ 10 
,. 11 
.. 12 
.. 13 
.. 14 
.. 15 
,. 16 
.. 17 
,, 20 
.-. 23 

Aug. 4 
Sep. 22 

No 
Cocks 

_ 
-
-
-
-
-
1 
1 

-
-
-
-
-

. of Birds 
Hens 

-
-
-
1 

-
-
2 

-
1 

-
1 
1 

-
1 

Imm. 

1 
2 
2 

5 
3 
1 

26 
2 

8 
1 

1 0 

3 
2 

6 

Position 
N. E. 

540 40' . 40 40' . 
540 50'. 40 45 ' . 
55° 0' . 5° 50'. 
5 4 ° 45 ' . 6 ° o ' . 
54° 40'. 6° 5 ' . 

do. 
54° 5 ° ' . 5° 30'. 
55° 5'- 4° 50' . 

do. 
55° 15' . 4° 45' . 
55° 20'. 4° 25' . 
550 10'. 40 10'. 
54° 35' . 4° 50' . 
56° 10'. 40 5 ' . 

Wind, etc. 

E.N.E., foggy 
do., no fog 

Calm 
do. 
do. 

E. by S. 
Calm and overcast 
N.N.E., foggy 

do. 
do. 

N. by W. 
N.N.W. 
Calm 
N.N.W., strong 

wind 

D. R. WOLFE MURRAY. 
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ENGLAND AND WALES. 
CHESHIRE.—On August 2nd and 4th Mr. H. G. Attlee saw 

five near the source of the River Goyt. 
SUSSEX.—From September 4th to 13th the same observer 

saw small numbers at or near St. Leonards. 
GLAMORGANSHIRE.—In the last week of July Miss E. C. 

Ware saw a small party near Caerphilly. Two of these were 
noted as feeding on insects on leaves of a blighted plum tree. 

HOUSE-SPARROWS ROOSTING IN A LAMP. 
I WISH to call your attention to an ingenious habit of the 
House-Sparrow (Passer d. domesticus). On a number of 
occasions in November and December, 1927, observations 
were made separately by Mr. C. F. A. Pantin, of the Marine 

Biological Laboratory, and myself, on Plymouth Hoe. The 
Hoe is illuminated at night by a score or so of powerful 
electric lamps, each surmounted by what was once a reflector. 
Round the lower edge of the reflector, as will be seen by the 
attached diagram, is an inwardly projecting flange about 
3 ins. deep. 
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Our attention was independently attracted by twitterings, 
and we both discovered a large number of Sparrows roosting 
on this flange in the comfortable warmth of the lamp. They 
are in complete obscurity until a quarrel disturbs the whole 
lot, and they fly out round the lamp. Occasionally, a tail 
may be seen projecting, so that presumably they face away 
from the light. 

I examined other lamps, but was unable to find Sparrows 
roosting in any but that which occupies the centre of the 
Hoe. Mr. Pantin also observed them in that lamp, and 
informs me that all the other ones observed are extinguished 
at I I p.m., only the central one remaining alight all night! 

V. C. WYNNE-EDWARDS. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT IN NORTH DEVON. 
DURING June, 1920, I found four males of this species (Sylvia 
c. curruca) in full song constantly near Georgeham, Braunton, 
Arlington Court and Coxleigh Wood, and was convinced 
that they were summer-residents there ; I believe this is 
a rare species in the district. HUGH G. ATTLEE. 

BLACK REDSTART IN CARMARTHENSHIRE. 
ON December 24th and 30th, 1927, I saw a Black Redstart 
(Phasnicurus 0. gibraltariensis) on the coast near Laugharne. 
By January 3rd, 1928, it had moved two miles and was then 
stationed among some sandhills. The white wing-bar was 
very faint. J. F. THOMAS. 

BROODS OF SWALLOWS AND MARTINS IN SUSSEX 
IN 1927. 

IN reference to the notes by Lord Scone (antea, p. 156) and 
Mr. R. H. Brown (antea, p. 178) on the broods of Swallows 
and House-Martins, I find that near Rye, in 1927, seven 
pairs of Swallows reared two broods and one pair, three. 
Two pairs of House-Martins reared three broods, and seven 
pairs reared two. Nesting did not seem later than usual, a 
Swallow's nest being found on May 14th with two eggs. 

Swallow 

House-Martin... 

Nests containing 

6 5 4 3 

2 

0 

3 

3 

6 0 

6 3 

Total 
Examined 

I I 

1 2 

Average 
Brood 

4.6 

4.0 

D. D. GODFREY. 
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SNIPE AND COMMON SANDPIPER AS FOOD OF 
KESTREL. 

ON June ioth, 1927, I examined a " larder " of a Kestrel 
(Falco t. tinnunculus) in an old Crow's nest containing five 
young birds (differing much in size) and one addled egg. 
The interesting items were the bastard-wing (and part of 
the primary-coverts) of a Snipe {Capella g. gallinago) and the 
complete leg and foot of a Common Sandpiper (Tringa 
hypoleucos). I am not aware that the Kestrel has been known 
to take Snipe (this was close to a boggy moor near Matlock 
where Snipe bred), or Sandpiper. HUGH G. ATTLEE. 

[The Snipe is given under birds occasionally taken in the 
Practical Handbook, II., p. 123.—EDS.] 

WHITE STORK SEEN IN SOUTH-WEST SCOTLAND. 
IN the Dutch ornithological journal, Ardea, Vol. XVI., pp. 
134-5 (1927), Heer Piet Lels states that while travelling on 
the Midland (L.M. &S.) Railway from Glasgow on July 
20th, 1927, about half an hour's run south of Symington, 
he saw a White Stork [Ciconia ciconia) flying round in a 
wide grassy valley intersected with small watercourses or 
drains. When returning next day by the same route the 
bird was nowhere to be seen. Mr. H. S. Gladstone kindly 
informs me that in all probability the locality in question 
lies near Elvanfoot in Lanarkshire, the source of or confluence 
of the small streams which go to form the Clyde. By a slip 
of the pen in the heading of the original report it is described 
as in N.W. England. 

Heer Lels is familiar with the White Stork, which breeds 
in his garden in Holland, so it is unlikely that he was mistaken 
in his identification. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

WHOOPER SWAN IN SHROPSHIRE. 
A PAIR of Whoopers (Cygnus cygnus) paid a visit to Betton 
Pool, a large sheet of water three miles south of Shrewsbury, 
at Christmas, 1927. They were first seen by the keeper 
there on Christmas Day, and, although very wild, stayed 
there three days. Alarmed by a shooting party on December 
28th, they rose from the water trumpeting loudly, and flew 
right away in a S.E. direction. Their long yellow bills, 
with no black at the base, were specially noticeable. It is 
over thirty years since the Whooper was last recorded in 
Shropshire, though during that period several parties of 
Bewick's Swan have visited the county. H. E. FORREST. 
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WHITE-FRONTED GEESE INLAND IN CHESHIRE, 
STAFFS. AND NORTHANTS. 

ON October 16th, 1927, Mr. F. N. Peak and I saw three 
White-fronted Geese (Anser albifrons) at the most westerly 
of the large Staffordshire reservoirs, where I saw one on 
January 2nd; 1924 (Brit. Birds, Vol. XVIII, p. 241); they flew 
round for a time, snowing clearly the black bars on the under 
parts and the white brows, and finally disappeared in the 
east. On December 18th, 1927, during a keen frost, I saw 
two White-fronted Geese rise from the side of Marbury 
Mere, near Northwich, Cheshire, and fly off to some meadows, 
whence they returned to the mere later in the day. 

Again, I am told by Mr. A. G. Haworth that on January 
8th, 1928, he had a good view of six of this species at Tatton 
Mere, Knutsford, Cheshire, both in flight and on the water. 

The White-fronted Goose is perhaps the most prone of 
the Grey Geese to visit inland localities. Mr. Kenneth Fisher 
tells me that the great majority of the Geese that visit the 
valley of the Nene, near Oundle, in Northants, each winter, 
are of this species. On December 26th and 27th, 1927, he 
took me to see the Geese that were then feeding in the flooded 
meadows ; on the second day we saw from 60 to 70 White-
fronted Geese and with them some half-dozen Pink-footed 
Geese (Anser brachyrhynchus) and possibly a Bean Goose 
(Anser fabalis) or two, though we did not identify the last 
named with certainty. A. W. BOYD. 

WHITE-FRONTED GEESE IN SHROPSHIRE. 
ON December 23rd, 1927, a gaggle of about thirty White-
fronted Geese (Anser albifrons) passed over a reach of the 
Severn at Atcham, near Shrewsbury. They were flying in 
V formation northwards. Throughout the last half of 
December there were large numbers of ducks on the Severn 
here, including besides Mallard and Teal, Pochard, Tufted 
Duck, and Wigeon; several of the last named were males 
in remarkably bright plumage. H. E. FORREST. 

GAD WALL IN SHROPSHIRE. 
ON December 21st, 1927, while Mr. C. W. Dodson was waiting 
at a pool near Bishop's Castle for Mallard, three ducks flew 
over, one of which he shot. Being unable to identify it he 
took it to Dr. J. H. Lamb, who found that it was an adult 
male Gadwall (Anas strepera). He reported it to me, as 
the species is rare in this district. The weather was severe 
at the time. I see that in Trans. N. Staff. Field Club, Mr. 
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A. W. Boyd records two pairs on the westernmost of the 
Staffordshire Reservoirs, May 21st, 1927. This is not far 
from the Shropshire border. H. E. FORREST. 

RED-CRESTED POCHARD IN CO. CORK. 
WHILE flight shooting for duck on the evening of December 
29th, 1927, at Reendonogan Lake, at the head of Bantry 
Bay, co. Cork, I shot a fine male Red-crested Pochard (Netta 
rufina). I sent the bird to Messrs. Williams & Son, Dublin, 
for mounting and they confirmed the identification. 

I may add that Reendonogan Lake is just divided from 
the sea by a narrow strip of land, on which I was standing 
on the look out for duck. The bird came by itself in from 
the sea. Of course all Pochards are mostly freshwater duck, 
but, as there were some people shooting on the Lake early in 
the day, this bird was probably frightened out of it and I 
happened to get it on its way back. 

According to Ussher (Birds of Ireland), only one was ever 
obtained in Ireland, and that was shot near Tralee during a 
very severe winter (1881). J. E. FLYNN. 

EIDER IN KENT. 
IT may be of interest to record my observation of an Eider 
(Somateria mollissima) on January 3rd, 1928, off the coast 
of Kent, at Hythe. I had seen many Eiders, previously, 
off Bamburgh, Northumberland, and also a flock off the 
S.W. coast of Scotland, when watching with the Duchess 
of Bedford, on one occasion. Consequently, the moment 
that I observed a duck with much white plumage, and 
with the long, dark, narrow face-marking which gives an 
expression all its own to the Eider, I felt sure of its identity. 
I confirmed it by noting the exact area of the white on the 
cheeks, neck and upper back; the dark wing, cut by a 
conspicuous band of white ; dark tail; and (when it raised 
itself in the water to shake) the dark lower breast. 

A. V. STONE. 

GOOSANDERS IN LONDON. 
IN the first week of January, 1928, Mr. J. Hinton, keeper of 
the birds in St. James's Park, noticed on the water two 
strangers which proved to be Goosanders (Mergus m. mer
ganser). These birds at once took courage from the conduct 
of the tame water fowl and made themselves thoroughly at 
home. They have often been seen fishing, even in the very 
narrow part of the lake, regardless of the passers-by. 
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On January 12th I saw a Goosander on the Serpentine 
in Hyde Park on the east side of the island, just where I 
had long expected to find Goosanders, and had looked for 
them almost every morning for the last six winters. This 
bird, which was also seen by Mr. R. W. Hayman, did not 
venture near the banks and did not stay long. 

There appear to be no previous records of the occurrence 
of this species in central London ; but, judging by what 
has recently happened elsewhere, it seems likely that these 
visits will be followed by others. A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

GANNET DIVING FROM SURFACE OF WATER. 
ON August 6th, 1927, I was overlooking a creek at Scapa 
Flow and saw an adult Pomatorhine Skua (Stercorarius 
pomarinus) attacking an adult Gannet (Sula bassana) which 
seemed gorged and somewhat inactive. At successive 
efforts to escape on the wing the aggressor got above, and 
descended almost upon the victim's back, driving it down 
to the water where it sat quiescent whilst its enemy hovered 
close above it. When, however, the Skua let down the full 
length of its legs and talons to within an inch of its back, 
the Gannet dived. On rising it was again attacked in the 
same manner and again dived. This performance was 
repeated about four or five times close below the parapet 
of the road on which I was walking. The action in diving 
seemed less vigorous than the leap upward and turn-over 
of a Shag, but was quite effective. This is the only time I 
can recall seeing a Gannet dive from the surface. When 
taking sand-eels Close inshore in Carbis Bay, St. Ives, in 
extremely shallow water (say twenty-four inches), Gannets 
will circle close above the water and plunge in their normal, 
headlong manner, taking no harm. H. M. WALLIS. 

BLACK-THROATED DIVER IN CO. GALWAY, 
A BLACK-THROATED Diver (Colymbus a. arcticus) was shot 
near Eyrecourt, co. Galway, on December 29th, 1927. The 
back and wing had traces of the summer plumage, otherwise 
the bird was in full winter. Black-throated Divers are very 
rare visitors to Ireland. W. J. WILLIAMS. 

GREY PLOVER, LITTLE AUK AND RED-THROATED 
DIVER IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 

THE recent severe weather has brought three northern birds 
to our county :— 

(1) A Grey Plover (Squalarola squatarola) was caught 
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by Mr. D. P. Taylor in his garden at Oulton Heath, near 
Stone, Staffordshire, on the evening of November 20th, 1927. 
It survived some days, but eventually died. This is the first 
authentic record with data of the occurrence of this species 
in north Staffordshire, but it has been observed several 
times on the shores of large reservoirs in the south of the 
county. 

(2) A Little Auk (Alle alle) was picked up dead near 
Cheadle, Staffordshire, on December 27th, 1927. 

(3) A Red-throated Diver (Colymbus stellatus) was found 
exhausted, but still alive, in the town of Stone, Stafford
shire, about 4 a.m. on January 2nd, 1928. It was fed, but 
only survived two days, and was found to have been injured 
internally, probably by telegraph wires or in its fall. 

It may be interesting to note that our Staffordshire list 
of birds contains records of almost all our rarer stragglers, 
as several of the flight lines of both summer and winter 
migrants cross our county. JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 

GREAT SKUA TURNING GANNET OVER IN THE AIR. 

BETWEEN Hermaness and the Muckle Flugga Rock on July 
4th, 1927, was witnessed the following incident:—It was a 
day of brilliant sunshine and crystal clear atmosphere, and 
the writer and his wife were on the Motor Relief Boat of the 
Muckle Flugga Lighthouse Station, about half a mile from 
the rock, when a Gannet (Sula bassana), in full adult plumage, 
was seen to dive and rise to a height of approximately 60 ft. 
on its way back to the Gannetry. Meanwhile, a Great Skua 
(Stercorarius skua), having observed the successful exploit, 
swooped down from an altitude of some 40 ft. immediately 
in its wake, flattened out and upsoaring with momentum, 
seized the tail-feathers of the Gannet and turned it rump 
over head. The Gannet, with a loud note of alarm, when 
almost upside down disgorged the fish so recently swallowed, 
and the Bonxie, having overshot its victim, turned, and nose
diving, caught the fish before it reached the water. Both 
birds flew off as though nothing untoward had happened. 
The whole episode was clearly seen by two observers at 
200 yds. range. When the comparative sizes and weights 
of the two birds are considered, the courage and ingenuity 
of the Skua will be appreciated. J. W. S. CLOUGH. 

WAXWINGS IN ENGLAND AND IRELAND.—Mr. W. S. 
Medlicott writes that he saw a Bombycilla garrulus near 
Goathland on December 26th, 1927. It was feeding on 
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hawthorn berries. Mr. K. C. Crosbie reports {Field, 19-1-28, 
p. 80) one found dead in Upper Wharfedale on December 29th. 
Miss B. C. Paterson informs us that she and Miss Brown 
saw two Waxwings on January 2nd, 1928, near Stoeksfield, 
Northumberland. Mr. Henry B. Rathbourne reports that 
a Waxwing was picked up dead during Christmas week, 
1927, on Boa Island, Lower Lough Erne, co. Fermanagh. 

LATE SWALLOW AND MARTIN IN CARMARTHENSHIRE.— 
Miss E. Falkener reports (Field, 12-1-28, p. 67) the presence 
of a Swallow (Hirundo rustica) at Laugharne on December 
12th, 1927, and of a Delichon urbica on December 7th. 

SPOONBILLS IN DEVONSHIRE.—Mr. V. H. Dand states 
(Field, 5-1-28, p. 23) that nine Platalea leucorodia visited 
the estuary of the Axe on September 28th, 1927, and stayed 
three days. 

BITTERNS IN ENGLAND AND WALES.—Perhaps a rather 
unusual number of Botaurus stellaris occurred in December, 
1927, and January, 1928. Mr. Owen Wynne tells us of 
three near Exeter during the hard weather in December. 
One is reported from Cornwall at the end of December, 
another from Sussex on January 7th, and two from Carmar
thenshire (Field, 19-1-28}, while Mr. T. W. Harrisson tells 
us of one at Chilbolton, Hants, in January. 

COMMON SCOTER IN LONDON.—Mr. D. Seth-Smith in
forms us that a specimen of Oidemia n. nigra was captured 
alive at Primrose Hill on December 29th, 1927. 

LEACH'S FORK-TAILED PETREL IN SURREY.—Mr. D. Seth-
Smith informs us that a specimen of Ocmnodroma I. lecuorrhoa 
was captured alive in a snow-drift at Dorking on December 
27th, 1927. It died two days later and was sent to Mr. 
Seth-Smith for identification. 

COCK PHEASANT INCUBATING. — Mr. H. M. Prichard 
informs us that one of the keepers on the Penrice Castle 
Estate, Reynoldston, Glamorganshire, found a cock 
Pheasant (Phasianus cokhicus) sitting on four eggs among 
bracken. Next day the bird was again found on- the eggs 
and continued to brood them till they were hatched out. 
For more than a week afterwards he was observed mothering 
the chicks, but afterwards was lost sight of. Such cases, 
though uncommon, have been recorded on a good many 
occasions, and are not due to hen birds assuming the male 
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plumage as might be suspected. It would be interesting 
to examine the generative organs of a male which has exhi
bited this extraordinary trait. In Brit. Birds, X., p. 69, 
the late Mr. Heatley Noble records a case in which a cock 
had hatched off a brood of seven eggs, and references will 
be found to six notes on the subject in the Field and also 
to a photograph of an incubating cock which appeared in 
Country Life, June 30th, 1906, in an editorial note appended 
to Mr. Noble's record. 

Mr. J. G. Millais, in the Nat. Hist, of British Game Birds, 
p. 86, says that instances of cock Pheasants taking their 
turn on the eggs when the hen is absent are too numerous 
to particularize and that cock Pheasants have often been 
seen attending broods of young birds. 
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