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ORNITHOLOGICAL REPORT FROM NORFOLK 
FOR 1927. 

BY 

B . B . R I V I E R E , F . R . C S . , F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. 

IN submitting my report on the birds of Norfolk for 1927, 
I have again to thank a large number of correspondents 
who have sent me notes, whilst for details of weather conditions 
I am indebted to Mr. A, W. Preston's monthly records and 
annual summary published in the Eastern Daily Press. 

Although the year was by no means devoid of interest 
from an ornithological point of view, its passing must be 
hailed with relief on account of the execrable weather for 
which it will long be remembered. The lack of sunshine, 
the severe frosts in April and early May, a rainfall of 36.90 
inches—10.42 above the normal—and the blizzards, snow
storms, and floods with which the year ended, are sufficient 
to render it notable even in the annals of this fickle climate, 
and constitute a record which one hopes may long remain 
unbroken. 

The open weather with which the previous year ended 
continued through the remainder of the winter, and there was 
frost only on a few days, in January, with a light fall of snow 
on 21st and 22nd. Wild fowl were not much in evidence, 
but at the Hickling Coot shoot, on February 18th, a record 
bag was made, 1,175 being picked up at the end of the day 
(J. Vincent). Waders were on the move early in March, and 
a great passage of Curlews was heard over Norwich on the 
night of March 8th (G. S. B. Long). 

Almost the only spell of warm sunny weather during the 
year occurred in the third week of April, but this was followed 
by sharp frosts which lasted into early May, and caused great 
damage to the fruit crops. 

Of the commoner summer migrants, first arrivals were 
noted on the following dates :—Chiffchaff, April 10th (B.B.R.); 
Willow-Wren, April n t h (L. Lloyd) ; Blackcap, April 30th 
(B.B.R.) ; Swallow, April 18th (F. A. Bainbridge); Sand-
Martin, April 13th (L. Lloyd); House-Martin, April 28th 
(B.B.R.); Cuckoo, April 19th (E. Ellis) ; Turtle-Dove, 
April 30th (B.B.R.) ; Spotted Flycatcher, May 1st (B.B.R.); 
Swift, May 2nd (E. Turner). 

I have before in these notes (Brit. Birds, XVIII., p. 282) 
referred to the E. to W. passage of Swallows along our northern 
coast-line which is regularly observed during May and follows 
the same course as that of the autumn migration. That 
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these birds do not travel up the coast from the south is shown 
by the fact that the movement appears only to be in evidence 
to the west of Weybourne, somewhere between which point 
and Cley they seem first to touch the coast-line. For the 
past three seasons Mr. W. S. Sharman has recorded the same 
E. to W. migration at the Lynn Well lightship at the mouth 
of the Wash (Riviere, Brit. Birds, XX., p. 259), whilst this 
year I have been fortunate in obtaining notes from his brother, 
Mr. S. G. Sharman, an equally keen observer, who is stationed 
at the E. Dudgeon Light, some thirty miles at sea to the east. 
Here Swallows were observed travelling due E. to W. almost 
daily, in all weathers and with the wind in any quarter, 
throughout the whole of May and the early part of June, 
and I think this evidence points conclusively to this being 
a regular spring passage across the North Sea from the 
Continent to the Norfolk coast. 

This E. to W. migration in spring of species which follow 
exactly the same route in autumn is, perhaps, difficult to 
understand, but is none the less an established fact. It was 
accepted as such nearly fifty years ago by the authors of the 
British Association Migration Reports (v. 1883, p. 60), from 
the evidence of the records from east coast light stations, and 
has since been confirmed by similar records in the Reports of 
the B.O.C. Migration Committee, but it appears to have been 
lost sight of by some modern writers on migration. 

With the advent of June commenced the heavy rains which 
persisted throughout the remainder of the year. The rainfall 
for the month was 4.80 inches, the highest since i860, that 
of September was 7.15 inches, which is a record for this 
month, whilst November with a total of 5.17 inches was 
the wettest since 1878. The effect of these June rains upon 
the young Partridges was disastrous, and following upon 
two bad years has so reduced the stock that in many districts 
Partridge shooting was abandoned this season altogether. 
A noteworthy feature during the month of June was a great 
passage of Swifts which took place along the Norfolk coast
line. Dr. S. H. Long, who was staying at Blakeney Point, 
noticed them passing E. to W. every day between June n t h 
and June 19th. On June 18th numbers were passing the Lynn 
Well light-vessel from E. to W. and N.E. to S.W. (W. S. 
Sharman), whilst on 28th and 29th Mr. A. H. Patterson 
observed an almost continuous flight down the coast-line 
from N. to S. at Yarmouth. Similar passages of Swifts 
have been observed in Norfolk as early as mid-July, but a 
migration upon such a scale at a time when the species is 
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normally settled at its breeding quarters would appear 
somewhat of an anomaly. An unusually large migration of 
Crossbills, to which reference will again be made in my 
classified notes, took place during July. With August came 
the usual nocturnal migration of Waders, which, attracted by 
the lights of the towns, are heard calling overhead on dark and 
misty nights, and on August 25th the autumn passage of the 
Passerine migrants was heralded by the first arrival of 
Wheatears at the Lynn Well lightship {W. S. Sharman), 
From then onwards an ever-increasing migration was observed 
each night at this station, culminating on the night of Septem
ber 6th in a great rush of Wheatears, Redstarts, Pied Fly
catchers, Tree-Pipits, Willow-Wrens, Garden-Warblers and 
Whitethroats, the wings of all of which species were sent 
to me by Mr. Sharman from birds which had killed themselves 
against the lantern on this night. Along the coast-line this 
immigration was equally in evidence. On September 5th 
the " bushes " at Blakeney Point were full of birds, amongst 
which Col. W. A; Payn identified Wheatears, Whinchats, 
Pied and Spotted Flycatchers, Redstarts, Willow-Wrens, 
Common and Lesser Whitethroats, Garden-Warblers, Tree-
Pipits, Linnets, Reed-Buntings and two Wrynecks. Large 
numbers of Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers were noted by 
Chestney, the watcher at Scolt Head, on September 6th, 
whilst Mr. Patterson reported numbers of Redstarts and 
Pied Flycatchers in St. George's Gardens at Yarmouth on 
the same day. The wind during the period of this migration 
was from an easterly quarter, the weather map showing an 
anti-cyclone stationary over the British Isles and the greater 
part of western Europe. On September 14th, with the wind 
N.E., another arrival of the same species of birds, together 
with some Black Redstarts, was noted by Miss Ferrier at 
Blakeney Point, on 15th and 16th at Scolt Head by Dr. S. H. 
Long, and on 16th and 17th, with the addition of several 
Bluethroats, by Col. W. A. Payn at Cley. The first big " rush " 
of late autumn migrants, also coinciding with anti-cyclonic 
conditions over western Europe, was observed at the Lynn 
Well light on October 7th, 8th and 9th and consisted of 
Chaffinches, Greenfinches, Linnets, Bramblings, Robins, 
Skylarks, Blackbirds, Redwings, Thrushes, Hooded Crows 
and Lapwings (W. S. Sharman). Further large migrations 
occurred at this station of Thrushes, Redwings, Blackbirds, 
Starlings and Waders on November 7th, 8th and 9th (wind 
N.E. 4-5), of Hooded Crows, Rooks,' Lapwings, Starlings, 
Skylarks, Blackbirds, Thrushes and Fieldfares continuously 
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between November 12th and November 15th (wind N.E.5 
to W. light), and of the same species of birds together with 
Redwings, " Finches " and Snipe on November 18th, 19th 
and 20th (wind E.S.E.). Towards the end of November, 
attracted possibly by the flooded state of the county after 
the heavy rains, extraordinary numbers of Snipe began to 
come in. At Elmham Mr. 0. Birkbeck and another gun 
killed sixty on November 26th and fifty-two on November 
28th, whilst on the latter day, at Swanton Morley, Mr. E. C. 
Keith with two other guns and the aid ot one beater accounted 
for no less than 210, all of which were killed driving. Even 
this remarkable bag was not allowed for long to remain a 
record, for at Whitlingham Sewage Farm on Mr. Russell 
Colman's shoot at Crown Point, where eighty-five had been 
shot on December 17th, 226 were killed by five guns on 
December 20th, these again being practically all driven 
birds. This last bag appears to be a record for England, 
Wales and Ireland, the only larger total for one day of which 
I can find a record being 249 which were killed on the Island 
of Tiree, Inner Hebiides, on October 29th, 1906 (H. 
Gladstone, Record Bags and Shooting Records, p. 78). The 
conditions under which the Crown Point bag was made 
were certainly ideal. On December 15th very severe weather, 
with continuous hard frost and falls of snow, set in and lasted 
until December 21st, and during this period Whitlingham 
Sewage Farm was probably the only open feeding ground 
remaining in the whole county. The previous record for 
this shoot, made under somewhat similar weather conditions, 
but in a season when Snipe were not nearly so abundant, 
was 144 on December 5th, 1925 (R. Colman). 

During November unusually large numbers of Teal also 
put in an appearance, and another Norfolk shooting record 
was broken at Ranworth on November 21st with a bag of 
294 duck. Sorted into species these proved to consist 
of 136 Mallard, 127 Teal, 18 Shoveler, 9 Wigeon, and 
one each of Tufted Duck, Pochard and Gadwall, and one 
Goosander. The proportion of Teal is extremely high, 
and it is owing to their presence in such exceptional numbers 
that this record bag was made possible, for out of the previous 
highest day's total for this shoot, which was 222, no less than 
199 were Mallard (Capt. H. Cator). 

Woodcock were more abundant than usual, and remained 
throughout the severe weather at the end of the year, but 
though some good bags were made, these did not approach 
the records of 1923-24. The thaw which set in on December 
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21st gave way on the 25th to renewed frost, with blizzards, 
heavy snowstorms, and a violent gale from the N.E., and the 
year closed with the country under deep snow, and with the 
flooded river valleys vast sheets of ice. Driven off the sea 
by rough weather, and unable to find open water inland, 
vast packs of duck, during this period, were on the wing all 
day over the Broads district and along the coast-line, whilst 
thousands of Wood-Pigeons arrived in the county and 
began to clear up the acorn crop. 

Before closing this brief survey of the year, attention may 
be drawn to the wholesale destruction of sea birds and duck 
of all kinds which is being caused by the presence of oil in 
the North Sea. Probably as a result of the wreck of the 
Dutch tanker " Georgia," which went aground and was 
broken up on Haisboro* sands on November 20th, oiled 
birds both dead and dying were cast up in.hundreds along 
the coast line during the rest of this month and throughout 
December. 

A correspondent informed Mr. A. H. Patterson that he 
had picked up 100 at Overstrand alone, whilst in the ten 
days between November 24th and December 2nd, Miss J. 
Ferrier found no less than sixty-eight cast up at Hemsby, 
these latter consisting of twenty-six Guillemots, twenty-five 
Razorbills, eleven Common Scoters, one Puffin, one Herring 
Gull, one Red-throated Diver and one Little Auk. 

Amongst the rarer birds which were noted during the 
year may be mentioned an Ortolan Bunting, several Waxwings, 
a Honey-Buzzard, Red-footed Falcon, Ferruginous Duck 
and White Stork, further particulars of which will be found 
under their appropriate headings. 

CLASSIFIED NOTES. 
HAWFINCH (Coccothraustes c. coccothraustes).-—-The Haw

finch is by no means a common breeding species in Norfolk 
at the present time, and the discovery on May 9th of two 
nests, each containing four eggs, in the same cedar tree in 
a garden in south Norfolk, as recorded by Dr. S. H. Long 
(Eastern Daily Press, May 14th), must surely be an unique 
occurrence. 

CROSSBILL (Loxia c. curvirostra).—The unusually large 
immigration of Crossbills, which was recorded from many 
parts of the British Isles during the late summer and autumn, 
came under observation in Norfolk in July, which is the 
month in which these birds most often arrive upon our coast
line. On July 1st and 2nd flocks of eleven and five respectively 
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alighted on the E. Dudgeon lightship, and after a short 
rest left to the W.S.W. (S. G. Sharman). Two also arrived 
during the month on the Lynn Well lightship, where, though 
in sight of land, they remained for a week and eventually 
died (W. S. Sharman). One was brought into Yarmouth 
on a fishing boat on July 21st, and on 27th another (moulting 
from juvenile to first winter plumage) was picked up dead 
at Haisboro*. On July 20th a flock of five was seen by 
Chestney the watcher at Scolt Head, whilst all through the 
month flocks, up to thirty in number, were observed in the 
neighbourhood of Yarmouth, Bradwell and Belton, by Mr. 
A. H. Patterson and Mr. E. Ellis. This immigration, which 
I believe to have been the largest since 1909, should lead to 
a large increase in the number of pairs breeding in the county 
in 1928. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING (Emberiza hortulana).—An adult male 
was killed at Cley on September 8th (F. E. Gunn). 

WAXWING (Bombycilla garrulus).—A few Waxwings put 
in an appearance in the last two months of the year. One 
was picked up under the telegraph wires on Blakeney Point 
on November 28th. Two were seen in Yarmouth by Mr. 
E. Ellis on December 9th, and two were obtained at Poring-
land on December 20th. 

REDWING (Turdus musicus).—As already recorded (Brit. 
Birds, XX., p. 250), a Redwing ringed at the Zoological 
Station at Heligoland on April 14th, 1924, was recovered 
near Norwich on February 3rd, 1927. 

RING-OUZEL (Turdus t. torquatus).—An exceptionally early 
bird was seen near Acle on February 2nd (J. Ferrier). 

REDSTART (Phcenicurus ph. phcenicurus).—The nesting of 
the Redstart, in any except the south-western division of 
the county, is nowadays of such rare occurrence as to be 
worth recording. At Taverham, where a pair has been 
suspected of breeding during the past few years, a nest with 
five eggs was found on June 14th (L. Lloyd), whilst another 
pair almost certainly bred at Keswick (G. Gurney). 

BLUETHROAT (Luscinia s. gcetkei).—A few Bluethroats 
appear to have arrived with the " rush " of small migrants 
which took place between September 14th and 17th. One 
was obtained on 16th and another on 17th at Cley (W. A. 
Payn). 

SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio f. flatmneus)—Only one nest was 
reported this year, this being in the Broads district. Although 
the birds were constantly seen throughout the summer, the 
nest of the pair which bred at Scolt Head in 1926 was not 
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found until this year. It contained one addled egg, and was 
surrounded by the wings of Common Terns, amongst which 
the Owls must have played great havoc. 

KESTREL AND LONG-EARED OWL {Fako t. tinnunculm 
and Asio o. otus).-—On June 16th, in a small wood in the 
Broads district, I was shown a brood of young Kestrels 
in a somewhat unusually situated nest, this being within 
a shallow hole, scraped out probably by a rabbit, under a 
heap of dead rushes. Nearby in the same wood a Long-
eared Owl was brooding half-grown young ones, also on the 
ground, under a dense tangle of undergrowth. 

RED-FOOTED FALCON (Falco vesfertinus).—On July 5th 
the keen eye of Mr. Peter Meiklejohn of Gresham's School, 
Holt, detected a Red-footed Falcon hanging amongst other 
suspected enemies to pheasant-rearing in a keeper's •' larder " 
at Bayfield. It was in an advanced state of decomposition, 
having been shot about a month previously, but appeared 
to be a male in first summer plumage, having the general 
coloration of an adult male, but with the axillaries and under 
wing-coverts buff, barred with dark brown. 

COMMON BUZZARD (Buteo b. buteo).—I am informed by 
the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain that a Common Buzzard fre
quented a wood near Denton throughout the past summer. 
This is an unusual season for the occurrence of this bird, 
which, though it nested in the county in days gone by, is 
nowadays only met with as a spring and autumn passage 
migrant and occasional winter visitor. 

MARSH-HARRIER {Circus ce. ceruginosus).—Early in May 
a male and what appeared to be three females arrived in 
the Broads district, and in due course a nest with three eggs 
was found, upon which one of the females brooded. After 
sitting a fortnight, however, she deserted, and the eggs were 
found to be infertile, and this, together with the fact that 
the male was never seen to bring her food, makes it probable 
that she was unmated. The last occasion when a pair of 
these birds nested in Norfolk was in 1921. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER (Circus pygargus).—Montagu's 
Harriers were singularly scarce in Norfolk in 1927. It is 
possible that these birds resented the presence of the four 
Marsh-Harriers at their favourite breeding ground during 
the summer; but, whether for this reason or for some other, 
only one nest was found within an area where there have been 
five or six each season for the past six or seven years. It is 
possible that a pair or two may have nested elsewhere in the 
county, but if so they were not recorded. 
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HONEY-BUZZARD (Pemis a. apivorus).—As already recorded 
by the Hon. J. J. Stourton (Field, January 19th, 1928) a 
male Honey-Buzzard was shot at CaWston on December 
23rd. This is a remarkably late date, the latest previous 
occurrences of which I am aware being one which was killed 
at Downham Market on November 6th, 1876 (Stevenson, 
Norf. 6- Norwich Nat. Soc. Trans., ii., p. 321), and one which 
is noted in the diary of W. Lowne, the Yarmouth bird stuffer, 
as having been caught at sea on November 25th, 1882. 
The vast majority of Norfolk records are for the month of 
September, though one or two have occurred in May and 
June. The present specimen, which I had the opportunity 
of examining, was in perfect condition and appeared to be 
in first winter plumage, having no grey upon the head, and 
showing no sign cf moult. 

OSPREY (Pandion h. halimtus).—One was seen at Hickling 
at the end of May, whilst a bird which from the description 
given must certainly have been an Osprey was seen fishing 
on Hingham sea mere on September n t h (A. B. Longe, 
Eastern Daily Press, September 17th, 1927). 

WHITE STORK (Giconia c. ciconia).—On the afternoon of 
June 14th a White Stork arrived on Breydon, where it 
remained till dark. It appears to have left again during the 
night, for on the following morning it could not be found, 
and was not seen again. 

SPOONBILL (PlataUa I. leucorodia).—On April 6th a Spoonbill 
arrived on Cley Marsh, where it remained with only occasional 
short absences until the beginning of August, a second bird 
joining it for a few days in the second week in July. Another, 
or possibly the same bird, was seen on Breydon between May 
13th and May 20th. 

GARGANEY (Anas querquedula).—-Only one nest of Gar-
ganeys was reported from the Broads district this year, and 
this hatched out successfully. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK (Nyroca n. nyroca).—A female in 
juvenile plumage was shot at Hickling on November 24th 
{E. C. Saunders). 

SURF-SCOTER (Oidemia perspicillata).—Miss J. Ferrier 
informs me that on November i6th, amongst Common Scoters 
close in-shore off Hemsby beach, she detected three drakes 
with conspicuous white patches on the nape of the neck, 
which she considers to have been Surf-Scoters. This rare 
duck has never been obtained in Norfolk, and the onby other 
record is of a flock of seven which were seen by Miss Turner off 
Scolt Head on October 2nd, 1925 (Brit. Birds, XIX., p. 234). 
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RED-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps griseigena),—Mr. J, R. B. 
Masefield records in British Birds (Vol. XXI., p. 98) having 
seen a Red-necked Grebe on " one of the Norfolk Broads " 
in mid-June.. This is a most unusual date for the occurrence 
of this Grebe, which is a winter visitor to Norfolk, and so far 
as I am aware has never previously been met with in the three 
months between April and August. 

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius).—A fe
male Red-necked Phalarope arrived on Salthouse Broad on 
June 5th and was joined by a male on the 6th. On the 
following day both birds had disappeared. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. limosa).—Four Black-
tailed Godwits, which arrived at Hickling early in May, 
remained until the third week in June. Their behaviour, 
and their constantly frequenting a certain part of Rush 
Hills, raised hopes that one pair at least would breed, but 
these hopes, alas, were not realized. 

GREAT SNIPE (Capella media).-—One was shot at Blakeney 
on October 5th (F. E. Gunn). 

SANDWICH TERN (Sterna s. sandvicensis).—The number of 
Sandwich Terns nesting in the county has now been main
tained at about the same level during the past three years, 
though their distribution amongst the three principal Tern 
colonies varies each season. This year, Blakeney Point was 
the most favoured colony, holding between 400 and 500 
pairs. At Salthouse Broad 200 nests Were counted, whilst 
at Scolt Head, where the majority bred in 1925 and 1926, 
there were only twenty-one nests. At Blakeney Point about 
50 per cent, of the nests appeared to have clutches of two, 
and there was one clutch of three, whilst a count of the 200 
nests at Salthouse on June 6th showed one clutch of three, 
sixty clutches of two, and the remainder singles (S. H. Long). 
The first bird arrived (Salthouse) on April 15th, and the first 
egg was laid at Salthouse on May 15th, and at Blakeney 
Point on May 17th. 

ROSEATE TERN (Sterna d. dougallii).—Two pairs of Roseate 
Terns bred in one of the Tern colonies this year and both 
nests hatched off successfully. 

LITTLE GULL (Larus minutus).—An immature bird fre
quented Hickling during May and June. A considerable 
immigration seems to have taken place on the Suffolk coast 
in the autumn, seven adults having been seen in Lowestoft 
Harbour by Mr. F. C. Cook on August 28th, and four more 
on October 2nd. On November 15th two were seen at Yar
mouth harbour mouth by Mr. C. G. Doughty, and on December 
17th one on Salthouse Broad by E. Ramm. 



VOL, xxi.] REPORT FROM NORFOLK. 251 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus r. ridibundus).—A ringed 
specimen obtained in Breydon on January 28th, 1927, proved 
to have been ringed by P. Skovgaard at Filsand, Denmark, 
on June 17th, 1926 (P. E. Rumbelow). 

The increase in the number of nesting colonies of this 
species in Norfolk during the past few years has been some
what remarkable. In 1918, when Mr. R. Gurney contributed 
to the Transactions of the Norf. & Norwich Nat. Soc.(Vol. X., 
p. 424) his valuable paper on " The Breeding Stations of the 
Black-headed Gull in the British Isles," the only occupied 
colonies in the county were at Scoulton Mere,Hoveton Broad, 
Alderfen Broad, and Mow Creek, Wells. To these may now 
be added the following nesting-sites, together with the year 
in which they were first colonized :—Breckles (1922), North-
wold Fen {1921, deserted in 1925), Salthouse Broad {1923), 
Cley Marsh (1923), Scolt Head (1924), Blakeney Point {1925), 
and Hickhng {Rush Hills, 1927). 

COMMON GULL (Larus c. canus).—A ringed bird recovered in 
Breydon on December 12th, 1927, was ringed by P, Skovgaard 
at Vresen, Denmark, on July 20th, 1927 (P. E. Rumbelow). 

LITTLE AUK (Alle alle).—k few were picked up during 
November and December as is usually the case, but there 
has been ho notable " wreck" of these little birds since 
January, 1912. 
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