
SfflOTES 
*' BRITISH BIRDS " CENSUS OF HERONRIES. 

ALTHOUGH a large number of correspondents in all parts 
of the country have already promised to make observations 
in connection with the census of Herons' nests in 1928, 
announced in the last number of British Birds (antea, pp. 
210-11), many more observers are required to ensure the 
census being carried out with thoroughness. Many readers 
may intend to make observations and have as yet neglected 
to inform us of the district they intend to explore. We 
would particularly request everyone who can make observa
tions or can give us any information about heronries, or 
even single nests of Herons, to communicate at once so that 
we may know how well the ground is covered. 

We are pleased to state that the fullest co-operation of 
Scottish ornithologists has been promised through Miss L. J. 
Rintoul and Miss E. V. Baxter, who have kindly undertaken 
to organize the enquiry in Scotland. All offers of help in 
that country which reach us will therefore be forwarded 
to them. Similarly other ornithologists have undertaken 
to organize the enquiry in their counties and even in larger 
districts. 

It is, however, obvious from information already received, 
that, owing to the very considerable changes which have 
taken place during recent years in the status of the Heron 
as a breeding bird, no existing lists of heronries are reliable, 
and observers in all parts of the country are much required 
to bring to light new or unrecorded breeding places, as well 
as to give details of the present status of those heronries 
which are mentioned in various works. Some of our readers 
may be able to help in discovering unknown breeding sites 
by appealing for information in the local press, and we would 
again urge those who can make observations, whether positive 
or negative, to inform us of the district they intend to cover. 

THE EDITORS. 
CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN DENBIGHSHIRE. 

ON the 20th July, 1927, a small party of six Crossbills (Loxia 
curvirostra) came to Garthmeilio, Llangwm, Denbighshire, 
and in the course of the next few days their number increased 
to 30-40 which remained for months in the immediate 
neighbourhood, mostly frequenting the coniferous plantations, 
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but also visiting the surrounding bare hillsides, where I found 
them feeding among flocks of Linnets and Goldfinches. Aftei 
the great gale of the end of October, 1927, most of the Cross
bills left, but a few remained, and at the end of January, 1928, 
I discovered a pair nesting in a spruce in one of Garthmeilio 
coverts 15-20 feet from the ground, the nest being placed 
on a horizontal branch much closer to the main trunk than 
is described as usual by ornithologists. The hen had only 

CROSSBILLS AT NESX IN DENBIGHSHIRE, JAN. , I 9 2 8 . 

(Photographed by M. V. Wenner.) 

just begun to sit on a clutch of four eggs, and it was very 
interesting to observe the affectionate behaviour of the cock 
bird, he paying frequent visits to the nest and constantly 
" showing off " to his mate 

In the short time at my disposal, between discovery of 
the nest and having to go abroad, I was lucky enough to 
secure several snapshots of the nesting birds of which I 
enclose one. M. V. WENNER. 

RAPID SUCCESSION OF BROODS OF CIRL BUNTING. 
ON July 2nd, 1927,1 found the nest of a Cirl Bunting (Emberiza 
cirlus) in west Sussex containing three young. These left 
the nest on July 9th. On July 19th a new nest had been 
built and clutch of three eggs laid ; the three young leaving 
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the nest on August n t h , thirty-three days after the previous 
brood left ; the total days for incubation and fledging being 
twenty-three. An earlier nest containing one addled egg of 
the same pair was also found, pointing to three broods having 
been reared. Perhaps I should add that this is an isolated 
pair and that all three nests were within some thirty yards 
of one another. 

As many pairs in this neighbourhood have fresh eggs up 
to mid-August, and some commence nesting in mid-May, 
the species would appear to be undoubtedly treble-brooded. 

RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

ROBIN TAKING FISH FROM TANK. 
ON December 15th, 1927, my gardener, Arthur Goode, and 
my chauffeur, Edmund Plumridge, were standing together 
by the lily tank in my garden at Stratford-on-Avon, when 
they observed a Robin (Erithacus rubecula) perched upon a 
rock which overhung the water. Suddenly, to their surprise, 
it swooped down on to the pond, submerging its head, and 
reappeared with a tiny fish in its beak. This fish, a minute 
roach, struggled for a second or two in the Robin's grip, 
was then dropped on the ground, there pecked, and ultimately 
swallowed whole. 

On a later occasion, when drawing off the water together, 
both men saw a Robin, presumably the same bird, make a 
dart at some object in the tank, but this time no capture 
resulted. 

The fact that a bird of this species should thus emulate 
the Kingfisher strikes me as being so remarkable that I pass 
on the record in the hope of learning whether similar exploits 
have before been brought to your notice. R. HUDSON. 

NIGHTJAR WITH UNFLEDGED YOUNG AND EGGS. 

ON July 16th, 1920, I flushed a hen Nightjar (Caprimulgus 
e. europceus) among the sandhills at Braunton Barrows, 
Devonshire. She kept jerking up a few inches above the 
sand, lying with wings fully extended and beating frantically 
on the ground, head raised and tail " fanned " out, calling 
every half second with a short, inward cluck, " tuk." I then 
saw that what seemed to be a piece of rotten, worm-eaten 
wood, was a young Nightjar, 5§ inches long, lying perfectly 
still and not even blinking for some five minutes. Close to 
its tail was a single egg, which appeared to be fresh. 

On the 19th, on revisiting the place, it was some time before 
I could distinguish the youngster, which refused to stir until 
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touched, when it fluttered some ten yards and would not 
budge again. We found another egg, quite fresh, on the spot 
it had been resting on. The mother bird was seen near by, 
rising and dropping with a quickly repeated " Tuk," but this 
time without the wing and tail display. H. G. ATTLEE. 

[IT seems possible that the egg found on the 16th was infertile 
as there was apparently only a single young bird, but on the 
other hand from observations made by Dr. Heinroth on a 
pair which reared two broods in captivity, the two eggs of 
the second brood were laid on July 3rd and 5th, when the 
young of the first brood were only thirteen days old. During 
the incubation-period of the second clutch, the young of the 
first brood were fed by the male. For details see Journ. 
f. Orn., 1909, pp. 56-83.-—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

DARK-BREASTED BARN-OWL IN RUTLAND. 
A BRIEF note upon a Dark-breasted Barn-Owl (Tyto alba 
guttata) seen by me on December 26th, 1925, may be of interest. 

On that day, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon, I watched one 
of these birds under excellent conditions quartering the grass 
fields close to the confluence of the small river Chater with 
the Wejland, near to the village of Tinwell, and unaffected, 
apparently, by the broad daylight. 

Viewed from a short distance, the bird's breast appeared 
to be of a uniform dark buff hue, and I may add that this 
pronounced colour was evenly distributed, and, to the best of 
my judgment, as deep as that of an authentic preserved 
example of this form of Barn-Owl in the Birmingham Museum. 
The latter specimen was originally in the Chase collection 
and was shot by Mr. Field, of Lyndon House, Olton, Warwick
shire, on February 6th, 1886. E. ST. GEORGE BETTS. 

HOBBY AND SWIFT. 
ON July 25th, 1924, I was witness of a fine chase by a Hobby 
(Falco subbuteo) of a Swift (Apus apus), as seen from a Midland 
express in Leicestershire. When first seen the Swift was 
quite low, and though it might have been "put down," I 
think this was the beginning of the chase, as the Hobby 
was then at a considerable distance away from and above it. 
The Hobby, after a sweep or two round, stooped almost 
above the train and they were lost to view, but, by crossing 
to the other side, I was then able to see three or four mag
nificent stoops. 

The Swift was hopelessly outclassed even at the first 
(I reckoned the Hobby to overhaul it in but five or six times 
the distance between them at the commencement of the stoop) 
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and only saved itself by inches ; at the last the Hobby 
seemed to catch up in only two or three times the distance 
between them. The birds were then far behind, but I could 
no more see the Swift, and the Hobby changed its glorious 
stoops for a straight-ahead flight in the track of the train. 

HUGH G. ATTLEE. 

RECORDS OF GAD WALL IN CO. DOWN. 
As the Gadwall (Anas strepera) is described by R. J. Ussher, 
both in The Birds of Ireland and in his List of Irish Birds 
(1908), as a scarce and irregular or uncertain visitor, I thought 
it might be of interest to transcribe from my game-register 
the dates and numbers of this duck shot on the Downpatrick 
Marshes. They are as follow :—1913, December 19th, one ; 
1918, none; 1919, March 1st, two; 1920, none; 1921, 
February 21st, four ; December 13th, ten ; 1922 and 1923, 
none ; 1924, November 7th, four; 1925, January 24th, 
nine ; December 1st, one ; 1926, December 20th, three ; 
1927, December 3rd, eighteen. CHARLES MULHOLLAND. 

SURF-SCOTER IN FORFARSHIRE. 
ON March 1st, 1927, a male Surf-Scoter (Oidemia perspicillata) 
was obtained in Montrose Basin, and is now in Montrose 
Museum. As far as I am aware, this is the first record for 
Forfarshire, and for the whole faunal area of " Tay." SCONE. 

SMEW IN LONDON. 
ON February 7th, 1928, I saw a Smew (Mergus albellus), 
a red-headed bird, on the east end of the Serpentine in Hyde 
Park. The Tufted Ducks around it did not seem to pay any 
attention to it. On the following morning I saw it again, 
this time near some Mallards which did not take any notice 
of it. L. PARMENTER. 

SMEW IN MIDDLESEX. 
THE Smew (Mergus albellus), though regularly recorded in 
Essex and Surrey, is uncommon in Middlesex, and particu
larly so away from the Thames valley reservoirs. It may 
therefore be worth recording that I saw a brown-headed 
bird of this species on Ruislip Reservoir on January 22nd, 
1928. It was very nervous and frequently flew from one 
end of the reservoir to the other. L. PARMENTER. 

EARLY NESTING OF LITTLE GREBE IN KENT. 
ON March 27th, 1927,1 found a nest of a Little Grebe (Podiceps 
r. ruficollis), containing two eggs, in Romney Marsh, Kent. 
I think this is exceptionally early. 
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It is interesting to note that a friend, Mr. G. Crosbie-Hill, 
also found a Little Grebe's nest, with two eggs, on the same 
day, less than half a mile away. 

It seems possible that, in this district at any rate, the 
Little Grebe starts nesting earlier than is generally accepted. 

D. D. GODFREY. 

[The earliest date for eggs of which I have any note is 
March 3rd, 1897, n e a r Harrogate, (B. of Yorks, II. p. 748), 
This is of course quite an abnormal date, and the next is on 
March 16th, 1882, near Marlborough. Records of full clutches 
during the first days of April are more numerous, see Zool., 
1889, pp. 231 & 261.—F.C.R.J.] 

EARLY NESTING OF STONE-CURLEW IN SUSSEX. 
ON April 28th, 1927,1 found a pair of Stone-Curlew's (Burhinus 
ce. cedicnemus) eggs in west Sussex in a very advanced state 
of incubation. As the eggs are laid on alternate days, and 
the incubation-period is twenty-five to twenty-six days 
in this species, this clutch must have been complete by about 
the first week in April. RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

KENTISH PLOVER IN NORFOLK IN WINTER. 
A KENTISH Plover (Charadrius a. alexandrinus) was secured 
by Edward Ramm, the well-known Cley gunner, in Blakeney 
harbour, Norfolk, on December 30th, 1927. Nowadays this 
bird is a rare visitor to Norfolk, and has not, I believe, been 
previously recorded from the county in winter. 

Mr. Witherby kindly examined the specimen and says it 
is of the typical race, and " if sexed correctly is a male in 
first winter plumage." CLIFFORD BORRER. 

TWO-BARRED CROSSBILL IN CO. ANTRIM.—In my last notes 
on the Irruption of the Crossbill (antea, p. 227} I stated that 
we had not had this species reported in the British Islands 
during its present irruption. I regret to have overlooked 
a record by Mr. J. A. Sidney Stendall in the Irish Naturalists' 
Journal, 1927, p. 255. Mr. Stendall states that on August 
3rd, 1927, Dr. C. J. M'illigan, of Belfast, had sent to him an 
adult male Loxia leucoptera bifasciata, which had been secured 
the previous day in co. Antrim. The bird was too badly 
shot for preservation, but Mr. Stendall has examined the 
wings and head, as well as some of the brightly coloured 
body-feathers. Mr. Stendall informs me that the specimen 
was secured near Crumlin out of a flock of some fifty Cross
bills, probably mainly of the common species, but that it was 
not possible to make certain of this. H.F.W. 
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LATE STAY OF RING-OUZEL IN WESTMORLAND.—The 
Rev. E. U. Savage informs us that on November 29th, 1927, 
Mr. James Macdiarmid, gamekeeper at Barbon Manor and 
a trustworthy observer, saw a Ring-Ouzel (Turdus torquatus) 
on the Fells on the borders of Westmorland and Yorkshire. 
The bird was near to him on a wall so that identification 
was easy. 

ALBINO RED-NECKED GREBE IN LINCOLNSHIRE AND OTHER 
ALBINISTIC BIRDS.—Mr. B. A. Pye has sent me an entirely 
white Grebe, which was shot by Mr. Dick White at Clee-
thorpes, Lincolnshire on December 29th, 1927. I passed 
the bird on to Lord Rothschild, who informs me that it is 
a specimen of Podiceps g. griseigena and the first British-taken 
albino of that species he has heard of. The bird had a slight 
creamy tinge on the mantle, but was otherwise pure white, 
and when it reached me on January 3rd the feet were of a 
palish yellow, and bill yellow at the base and yellowish-hom 
at the tip. It was exhibited at the meeting of the British 
Ornithologists' Club on February 8th. 

Miss P. H. Arundel informs me that she saw a cream-
coloured Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) at Nostell Lake, 
Yorkshire, on February 2nd, 1928. Miss V. M. Peel saw a 
Blue Tit (Parus cceruleus) at Swansea in February which 
had the head, wings and tail of a pale creamy-grey, rump 
very pale yellow and " the dark lines round the crown and 
down the breast faintly visible." Messrs. Hunter & Son 
send a photograph of a Mistle-Thrush [Turdus viscivorus) 
shot near Belfast recently which appears to be entirely white. 

H.F.W. 
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