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GEORGE SHIELD. 1804—1880. 
BY 

HUGH S. GLADSTONE, M.A., M.B.O.U. 

IT is only recently that this author's work has been brought 
to prominent notice : a copy of part of his projected 
Ornithologia Britannica having been sold at Messrs. Sotheby's 
on May 8th, 1922, which, at the time, was regarded as 
unique. 

George Shield was born in Tweedmouth about 1804, and 
eventually found his way from Berwick to London, where 
he obtained employment as a tailor. His health, however, 
broke down and after a few years he settled, with his wife, 
at Wooler, where he carried on his trade. He devoted much 
of his time to rambles in the Cheviots and visits to such 
places as St. Abb's Head and the Fame Islands. At about 
the age of forty he retired from his business of tailor and 
thereafter devoted himself to the study of Natural History. 
Without instruction he acquired the art of drawing and 
etching upon steel, as well as mastering the craft of taxidermy. 
He gained local popularity in Wooler as a lecturer, not only 
on Ornithology but also on such diverse subjects as Astronomy, 
Electricity, Geology and Races of Men. A friend and fre
quent correspondent of John Mackay Wilson—the author of 
Tales of the Borders—he became himself a noted narrator 
of a story, and is said to have " enchained, as by a spell, a 
youthful audience." At one time he appears to have con
templated the publication of a book on British birds on a 
scale to rival the works of Selby and of Audubon. The idea 
was perhaps too grandiose to find favour among the pub
lishers, but some of the plates which had been finished were 
published as engravings and as such still adorn the walls 
of a considerable number of houses in his native county. 
They were all sketches from the life and were—or, at least, 
some of them—remarkable for their fidelity to nature, besides 
being of no little artistic merit, and were highly appraised by 
Dr. James Hardy, the Hon. Secretary of the Berwickshire 
Naturalists' Club. For some years he busied himself in 
writing an " Exposition of the Prophecies of Daniel and 
St. John," but none of his papers ever saw the light of 
publication. The ingenuity and research of the man, who 
by nature was quiet and unassuming, is made evident by 
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this short notice, and he died on January 29th, 1880, in his 
seventy-sixth year*. 

Reference has already been made to George Shield's 
projected work on British birds, a specimen of which was 
sold at Messrs. Sotheby's on May 8th, 1922, when the 
opportunity was taken to make the following collation :— 

ORNITHOLOGIA j BRITANNICA / BY GEORGE 
SHIELD I Part . . . / The above is the title 
printed in black on pale-brown wrappers which measure 
39 X 26 ins. There is no place of printing, letter-press, 
or date but this latter, which has been surmised as " circa 
1830," may be as justifiably postponed to circa 1845. 

The plates are coloured and each of them is lettered :— 
Drawn from nature by Geo. Shield. Engraved by 

Alexr. T. Aikman, Edinr. 
The plates, which are numbered, are bound in the 

following order:— 
XXVII. Redbreast. Great Titmouse, male and female. 

Blue Titmouse, male and female. 
XX. Rough legged Buzzard, female. 
XXXIII. Spotted Flycatcher, male and female. Black 

Bird, male and female. Spotted Flycatcher, 
young. 

XXXII. Cormorant, of the first year. 
XIV. Peregrine Falcon, adult female. 
XII. Common Gallinule, male, female and young. 

There is not a copy of George Shield's book in either of the 
British Museum Libraries, at Bloomsbury or at South 
Kensington, and it only remains to be added that the copy 
above described was sold for £13 to a private bidder; that 
a second (incomplete) copy was disposed of by Messrs. 
Sotheby on December 17th, 1924, for £6 ; that on July 20th, 
1927, they sold a third copy (complete but lacking the 
wrappers) which realised £10 ; and that, in August 1927, 
Messrs. Quaritch advertised for sale a copy (with six plates) 
at £60, an offer which I believe was accepted by an American 
collector : sic transit gloria. 

•An obituary notice of George Shield is said to have appeared 
in the Newcastle Journal in 1880, but I have been unable to find it 
and for the substance of this article I am indebted to Mr. George 
Bolam, whose knowledge of every one connected with the ornithology 
of the Borders is evinced in his Birds of Northumberland and the 
Eastern Borders : 1912. 




