
NOTES 
THE 1927 IRRUPTION OF THE CROSSBILL*. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 
DENBIGHSHIRE.—Major W. M. Congreve informs us that 

early in January, 1928, a party of half-a-dozen were seen 
in larch by Mr. H. Davey at Maes Mynan Hall on the borders 
of Flintshire near Caerwys. 

HEREFORDSHIRE.—During July and up to mid-September, 
when they left, Mr. N. M. Thornycroft saw ten to twelve 
near Hereford on spruce trees. 

Mr. B. W. Tucker, as editor of the Annual Report of the 
Oxford Ornithological Society on the Birds of Oxon, Berks 
and Bucks, has received notes from this area of which the 
following are additional to those already published in British 
Birds. 

OXFORDSHIRE.—Single bird caught in wire-netting support
ing sweet peas, Bloxham, N. Oxon, July 21st (O. V. Aplin). 

A number seen by various observers at Headington, near 
Oxford, from early August onwards. They appear to have 
fed mainly on larches and other conifers, but Mr. G. Tickner 
on August 9th or 10th watched three young birds and a female 
feeding on plum trees, turning over the leaves evidently in 
search for aphids or other insects. 

Reported also at Checkendon (H. R. Beeton per J. L. 
Hawkins). 

BERKSHIRE.—Observed repeatedly round about Boar's 
Hill, near Oxford, from August 14th onwards, generally in 
little parties of about two to four or five. Observed on spruces, 
apparently feeding on " mealy-bug," and on pear (G. Tickner). 

One red cock and three females at Reading in August, 
apparently feeding on berries (or shoots ?) of yew, and three 
a few days later on pine in same locality (J. L. Hawkins). 

Three reported on larches at King Standing Hill, Cholsey, 
August 16th (J. L. Hawkins) ; perhaps same locality as 
reported in British Birds, antea, p. 92, or at any rate near it. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—-Three in belt of firs by roadside near 
Ivinghoe, October 21st (C. Oldham). 

Ten in hornbeam near Hambleden, October 16th ; four 
October 31st; seven November 6th in larch. One red bird 
seen on each occasion (H. J. R. Pease). 

* For previous notes see antea, pp. 90-3, 121-7, 153-5, i75~7. 195-6, 
227-9. 
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SOMERSETSHIRE.—-Mr. B. W. Tucker sends the following 
summary of observations by himself and other correspondents. 

Mr. D. B. Grubb saw a party of eight to ten at Winscombe 
from late July to early September, all hens or immature, 
feeding mainly on Scots and Austrian pine, but also on other 
conifers and wild cherries. 

On an estate in west Somerset, numbers were estimated 
at about fifty to seventy in early July. A flock of about 
two dozen was watched here by Messrs. E. W. Hendy and 
B. W. Tucker on July 29th, feeding on larch cones. Numbers 
gradually decreased up to the New Year, after which small 
parties of from four to nine have been observed at intervals 
up till at any rate February 29th. The keeper on this estate 
asserts that Crossbills were present also in the summers of 
1925 (about half-a-dozen), 1926 (about a dozen) and 1927 
(about a score), a sudden increase taking place in July. The 
possibility is thus introduced that a small unknown breeding 
colony may have existed here prior to the 1927 invasion. 

In August a number were established at Culmhead, Black-
down Hills, feeding almost entirely on larches. One juvenile 
was watched feeding on thistle seeds. One dull red bird 
observed ; all the rest female or young. Others, apparently 
on the move, were noted in the same district as follows : 
two, Castle Neroche, and two near Robin Hood's Butts on 
Somerset-Devon boundary, August 3rd ; several, Pitminster, 
August 5th. 

A party of six were reported to Mr. A. R. Robinson near 
Bath in August, and two were reported near Ashcott. 

In the Exmoor district Mr. N. G. Hadden reports : one, 
Porlock Weir on August 4th; small flock of six to eight, 
Pitcombe, August 6th, and small flock near Cloutsham in 
September. Mr. E. W. Hendy watched a small flock in the 
same district on various dates between January 13th and 
19th. Sixteen was the greatest number observed. They 
fed entirely on larch cones. Two brilliantly red cocks noted 
and two less brilliant, the rest female or immature. 

At Lympsham (locality already reported, antea, p. 92) 
a bird was watched by Major H. G. F. Royle through glasses, 
attacking the outer thorny sheath of fully-formed fruit of 
horse-chestnut on the tree. 

On January 22nd nearly a score were watched by Messrs. 
W. R. Taylor, A. C. Leach and L. A. Hawkins in larches at 
Long Ashton, where they were searched for unsuccessfully 
in the late autumn and winter. None detected in this locality 
since. 



VOL. XXL] NOTES. 281 

DEVONSHIRE.—On January gth, 1928, Mr. W. Walmesley 
White saw six at Budleigh Salterton, 

WILTSHIRE.—From September 23rd to October 29th (after 
which they were not seen) Mr. J. F. Wynne saw small parties 
near Swallowcliffe. 

ISLE OF WIGHT.—On August 24th Mr. J. F. Wynne saw a 
small party at Godshill, and on September 12th one flying 
out to sea eastward at Shanklin. 
THE INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF 

SOME BRITISH BIRDS. 
IN the following cases during 1927, from west Sussex, the 
period of incubation has been calculated from the day on 
which the last egg was laid until the day or days of hatching. 

The fledging-period from the day or days of hatching 
until the day or days of departure from the nest:— 

Species 

Starling 
(S. s. vulgaris) ... 

Starling 
Greenfinch 

(C. chloris) 
Cirl Bunting 

(B. cirlus) 
Cirl Bunting 
Woodlark 

(L. arborea) 
Reed-Warbler 

(A. scirpaceus) ... 
Sedge-Warblert1) 

A. schasnobcenus) 
Sedge-Warblerf1)... 
Song-Thrush 

(X. clarhei) 
Song-Thrush 
Song-Thrush 
Song-Thrush 
Song-Thrush 
Blackbird 

(T. merula) 
Robin(2) 

(E. r. melophilus) 
Robin(2) 
Hedge-Sparrow 

(P. m. occidentalis) 
Hedge-Sparrow . . . 
Cuckoo (C. canorus) 
Stone-Curlew 

(B. csdicnemus)... 

Incuba
tion. 

period ii 
days 

1 2 
12 

1 4 

— 

1 2 - 1 3 

12-13 
1 2 - 1 3 

— 
1 2 
1 2 

1 3 

1 5 
1 5 

1 3 
1 2 - 1 3 

2 5 - 2 6 

ii|.
 

2 1 

— 

1 7 

— 

Total 
in days 

33 
— 

3 1 

2 3 

Period of year 
of observation 

April-May 
April-May 

May-June 

July-August 
—• 23 or 24 July-August 

1 1 

13-14 

I O - I I 
12 -13 

— 
15-16 

— 
1 4 

1 2 - 1 3 

— 

12. 

M 

— 
— 

22 o r 23 

— 

—. 

— 

2 3 

— 

— 
2 8 
2 6 
2 6 

2 4 - 2 5 

— 
2 7 
2 9 

— 
— 
— 

— 

May 

June 

May-June 
J«iy 

March-April 
March-April 
April-May 
April-May 
April-May 

March 

April-May 
May-June 

April 
June—July 

July 

May-June 

No. of 
of eggs 

in 1 
clutch 

5 
3 

4 

3 
3 

4 

4 

5 
4 

4 
4 
5 
4 
4 

3 

5 
5 

3 
4 
1 

2 

No. of 
young 

to leave 
nest 

2 

none 

4 

3 
2 

3 

4 

5 
4 

? 
2 

5 
4 
2 

none 

2 
1 

none 
none 

1 

2 
(*) First and second broods of same pair of birds. 
(a) First and second broods of same pair of birds. 

RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 
Y 
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THE two cases concerning the fledging-period of the Lapwing 
were obtained through two birds which were ringed as day-
old nestlings and caught again when fledged. 

Greenfinch (Chloris ch. chloris) 
Linnet (Carduelis c. cannabina) 
Garden Warbler [Sylvia borin) 
Whitethroat (S. c. communis) 
Song-Thrush (Turdus ph. clarkei) 
Redstart (Phcenicurus ph. phoznicurus) 
Tawny Owl (Strix a. sylvatica) 
Merlin (Falco c. cesalon) 
Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) ... 

Incubation-
Period. 
Days. 

13 
1 1 
1 1 

— 
13 
• — • 

30 
— 
— 30 

Fledging-
Period. 
Days. 

1 2 

13 
10 
1 1 

13 
1 2 

29-31 
27 

and 33 
R. H. BROWN. 

"ASSISTED PASSAGE" OF GREENFINCHES 
ACROSS ATLANTIC. 

AN interesting case of an " assisted passage " has recently 
come to my notice. On October 9th, 1927, the S.S. " Alaunia " 
started on her westward voyage from Southampton, and on 
the same day four Greenfinches (Chloris c. chloris) flew on 
board. One of them disappeared during the voyage, but 
three remained on the ship until the shores of Newfoundland 
were sighted, when they apparently flew ashore. They 
roosted during the voyage on a band round the funnel, on the 
lee-side, being fed by my informant (a passenger on the 
vessel) and provided with water by one of the stewards. 
The weather throughout the voyage was unusually fine. 

Such definite evidence that quite small birds can success
fully cross the Atlantic in this manner, under favourable 
conditions, at least justifies the suspicions already entertained 
regarding the appearance of other species on both sides of 
the Ocean. CHARLES E. ALFORD. 

[Such " assisted passages " must depend upon the ability 
of the bird to obtain food on board the ship. Even a 
partially assisted voyage at so comparatively slow a rate ol 
progress without food must endanger the bird becoming 
exhausted before it reaches land.—EDS.] 

RUSTIC BUNTING IN ORKNEY. 
ON October 13th, 1927, I received from a friend, Mr. A. 
Wood, Finstown, Orkney, a small Bunting which had been 
killed and, fortunately, brought home by the cat. Naturally 
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it was somewhat damaged, but with care, it made a fairly 
presentable specimen. 

On dissection, it proved to be a male in good condition, 
the skin being thickly lined with fat. So far as I was able to 
judge it was an immature Rustic Bunting (Emberiza rustica), 
but owing to unavoidable circumstances I was unable to 
get this verified until February, 1928. 

I then forwarded the specimen to Mr. Witherby, who very 
obligingly examined it forme and confirmed the identification. 

Jos. ARMITAGE. 

[Mr. Wood informs us that it was on some day between 
the 3rd and 7th of October that he found his nieces 
about to bury a bird killed by a cat. As the bird was 
unknown to him he forwarded it to Mr. Armitage.—EDS.] 

PEREGRINE FALCON ATTACKING HERON 
IN WILTSHIRE. 

DURING the afternoon of February 16th. 1928, I was climbing 
a tall beech in a heronry in Savernake Forest, and had reached 
a height of some 40 ft., when my attention was attracted by 
harsh cries and suddenly a Heron (Ardea c. cinerea) and what 
very soon proved itself to be a Peregrine Falcon (Falco 
peregrinus) swept into view over the trees. I had, a few 
minutes before, frightened all the Herons away, and apparently 
only one had been close enough to notice the approach of 
the Falcon. At any rate, I had a good view, owing to my 
height, of a battle royal between the infuriated Heron and 
the Peregrine, which lasted for about two minutes. The 
Falcon returned to the attack again and again, much to 
the discomfiture of the Heron, which, redoubling its cries, 
twisted itself into most remarkable positions in its efforts to 
strike at its antagonist. However, the Falcon soon retired, 
though no other Herons appeared. 

The speed, size, long arched wings, silvery -grey appearance 
above and black on the head, proclaimed the intruder as a 
Peregrine Falcon, a species not often recorded in the 
Marlborough district, the circumstances of this record being 
especially interesting. W. D. SHAW. 

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 
ON February 20th, 1928, " a very large Hawk " was reported 
to me as having been seen in our park at Woburn for the 
first time. On the 22nd I had a very good view of it myself, 
and it has been seen daily by other observers or myself up 
to the present time, March n t h . 
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It is, I think, undoubtedly an immature Sea-Eagle 
(Halieeetus albicilla), the only thing making identification 
at all doubtful, being that it shows absolutely no white in 
flight. 

The legs are bright yellow and not feathered on the tarsus, 
the bill is heavy, a narrow band of bright yellow at the 
base shading to a bluish-horn colour. The tail is almost 
triangular in shape and not squared. The general body-colour 
is an ashy-brown with darker markings, and primaries, 
secondaries and tail-feathers are a very dark brown. The 
nape is also a darker brown than the general body-colour. 

It is fond of sitting on the banks of our ponds, and swoops 
down over the waterfowl, but has not been known to kill 
any. 

It has a slow heavy flight, only getting high in the air if 
it becomes suddenly aware of the proximity of a human 
being. 

It has lost some feathers in the left wing by which it might 
be identified if it meets with its probable fate when it leaves 
us, it being so unwary that I have been within shot of it on 
several occasions. M. BEDFORD. 

[Mr. J. W. Bertram Jones states in the Field (8. III., '28, 
p. 390) that he identified a Sea-Eagle early in February in 
Essex.- The bird was striking at wild ducks on a pond, and 
was seen at short range, but no details of its appearance are 
given. An Eagle, identified as a Golden Eagle, and 
apparently a young bird, is stated in Cage Birds to have been 
shot early in February near Grimsby in Lincolnshire, and 
had been previously watched by Mr. R. May and others, 
who were able to note that the tarsus was feathered to the 
base of the toes and that there was a dark band below a 
white patch on the tail. Mr. F. S. Chapman informs us that 
a friend of his saw an Eagle (? species), which was very dark 
with the tail rather lighter and several feathers missing from 
it, at the beginning of February at Freckenham, West Suffolk. 
—EDS.] 

GARGANEY IN THE OUTER HEBRIDES 
IN NOVEMBER. 

SHOOTING on November 10th, 1927, on Benbecula, a single 
duck " came over " during the driving of a loch which proved 
to be a female Garganey {Anas querquedula). 

The bird, which was in good condition, was sent to Mr. F. 
Sergent, of Oban, for preservation. It would be interesting 
to know if a Garganey has ever been seen before in the Outer 
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Hebrides at this time of the year, as surely it must be most 
unusual for this species of duck to be so far north in November, 

H. E. DAVID. 

[So far as we know the Garganey has not been recorded 
as having occurred in the Outer Hebrides at any time.—EDS.] 

EARLY NESTING OF LITTLE GREBE IN 
HERTFORDSHIRE. 

ON February 27th or 28th, 1928, one of the keepers at the 
Tring Reservoirs found on Wilstone Reservoir a nest with 
two eggs of the Dabchick (Podiceps r. ruficollis), and on 
March 4th, Miss Barclay-Smith and I saw the full clutch of 
four eggs, which the bird had just left. On March n t h 
the nest was forsaken, the water being frozen over from the 
shore to the edge of the reeds. 

Two years ago a clutch of eggs, presumably from the same 
pair, was found about six to eight yards from the present 
site at an exceptionally early date. I was under the impres
sion that I had sent a note of this to British Birds, but have 
evidently not done so, and now forget the exact date. 

ERNST HARTERT. 

[In the Birds of Yorkshire, II., pp. 747-8, it is recorded 
that Mr. J. W. Dent of Rilston Hall, near Harrogate, found 
on one occasion eggs in a nest on a pond near his house on 
March 3rd, 1897.—F.C.R.J.] 

LAPWINGS IN LONDON. 
ON March 12th, 1928, I counted a flock of forty-two Lapwings 
(Vanellus vanellus) feeding in a snowstorm on the cricket 
ground in Battersea Park. This must be an unusual occur
rence for London. H. A. F. MAGRATH. 

WHITE LAPWING IN CHESHIRE. 
IN the spring of 1926 a white Lapwing nestling (Vanellus 
vanellus) was hatched out on a meadow at the foot of the east 
Cheshire hills. When fully fledged this bird was the colour 
of burnt wood-ash, i.e., a very light blue-grey, but practically 
white. Possibly the change was due to the smoke which 
blows very frequently throughout the year over these hills 
from the Staffordshire Potteries. 

In March, 1927, a Lapwing of similar colour appeared in 
exactly the same district and was presumably the same bird. 

Although watched carefully throughout the season until 
July, when it disappeared, no evidence of its breeding was 
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noted either by myself or by two local watchers, though I 
ringed a light fawn-coloured nestling (L 9268) on the same 
breeding ground on June 26th, 1928. 

The former bird generally roosted with four to six other 
Lapwings of ordinary colour on the hill-sides overlooking 
the breeding ground. RICHARD E. KNOWLES. 

TURNSTONE IN DERBYSHIRE. 
DR. C. F. DRUITT informs me that while shooting on December 
26th, 1927, near Swarkeston, a Turnstone (Strepsilas interpres) 
fell to one of the guns, while another rose and got away. 
The bird proved to be a female, and its stomach contained 
skins of large larvae and some small pupae. There is only 
one dubious record mentioned in the Victoria History of the 
County of Derby, but three were accidentally killed by striking 
telegraph wires on June 1st, 1906, and another is said to 
have been killed near Burton in the spring of 1908. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

LITTLE GULL IN HAMPSHIRE. 
ON the afternoon of February 22nd, 1928. I noticed a small 
Gull hawking over a field on the neck of land connecting 
Hengistbury Head with the mainland. Its flight was 
unfamiliar, easy and rapid without the pronounced up and 
down movement of the Terns, and the dark under-surface of 
the wings was apparent even without the glass. After 
watching it for about five minutes it came close overhead and 
was evidently a Little Gull (Lams minutus) still in winter 
plumage. It then flew off in the direction of Christchurch 
Harbour mouth. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

GLAUCOUS GULL IN SUSSEX IN AUGUST. 
ON August 5th, 1927, I saw a Glaucous Gull (Larus hyper-
boreus) at Pevensey Bay, Sussex. The bird was in company 
with Herring-Gulls, a Great Black-backed and two Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls. Its wings and back were very pale grey 
and the rest of the plumage pure white, and I think the bird 
must have been adult, in which case the date of its appearance 
is remarkable. D. D. GODFREY. 
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