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REVIEW. 

Birds of Western Canada. By P. A. Taverner (Victoria Memorial 
Museum Bulletin, No. 41.) pp. 380. 84 colour plates, and text 
figures. Ottawa. 

MR. TAVERNER'S previous work on the Birds of Eastern Canada was 
a surprising production, but it is completely overshadowed by this 
new work, which shows a great advance in many ways on the earlier 
one. Like its predecessor it is published at a merely nominal price 
(75 cents unbound) and through its circulation, which we understand 
to have been already very large, should have a great educative influence 
on the Canadian public. The numerous coloured plates form a striking 
feature of the book. Many of the figures by Hennessey which appeared 
in the Birds of Eastern Canada have been retained, but the less satis
factory plates have been replaced by others from designs by Major 
Allan Brooks. These, as might be expected, are not only accurate, 
but are far superior artistically. There are also many useful text 
cuts to aid the reader in identification. 

The letterpress contains just what is wanted in a book of this kind. 
There is a general account of the literature, so tha t the beginner can 
see a t a glance where to find the material for deeper study. There 
is also a useful key, with directions how to use it, while the descriptions 
of species, though much condensed, are generally adequate for the 
specific identification of any bird a t all likely to occur. The treatment 
of subspecific forms is naturally sketchy, as i t lies outside the scope 
of a book intended for the beginner. Each bird biography is business
like, clear and judicial, while the economic status of the more prominent 
forms receives due recognition. 

In a comprehensive work like the present there are naturally several 
points which will require revision in a new edition, and one or two 
articles are already somewhat out of date, but the Canadian student 
is heartily to be congratulated on having so reliable a work a t his 
service a t so small a cost. F . C. R. JOURDAIN. 
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