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NOTES ON THE NESTING OF THE SLAVONIAN 
GREBE IN SCOTLAND. 

BY 

SETON GORDON AND AUDREY SETON GORDON. 

ON certain lochs in a small area of the Highlands there are 
colonies of Slavonian Grebes (Podiceps auritus) which remain 
all the year round on the same lochs, perhaps moving 
from one to the other at times. We have not had the oppor
tunity of seeing them in winter, but have been told this by 
keepers and others resident near the lochs. We visited one 
of these lochs on June 21st, 1926, and found about twelve pairs 
breeding. Sometimes two pairs were nesting close together in 
the same bed of reeds or equisetum. The chicks had hatched 
from the first nest we found, and the brood, consisting of three 
youngsters, were swimming in the water. They swam fully 
stretched out with even their beaks lying on the water, using 
their wing stumps like paddles. They were grey and white 
in longitudinal stripes, and had a large red excrescence on 
the forehead at the base of the bill. A fourth egg remained 
in the nest and a fifth was found near by in the water. The 
nest, like all those which we observed, was built of equisetum 
stalks and reeds and decaying vegetable matter, and was 
situated among the growing reeds or equisetum in the 
water. The three chicks were frequently carried together 
on the back of the larger Grebe, presumably the cock, as 
it had a broader patch of yellow feathers forming the ear-
tufts. The scapular feathers were raised to form a shelter 
for the chicks on his back between the wings. While they 
sat on their father's back the hen fed them with silvery 
fish resembling elvers, about i j inches long. Their appetites 
were insatiable. The alarm note of this Grebe is like that of 
the Little Grebe but louder and clearer. The cock fre
quently threw the chicks off his back, and turned himself 
over to preen his breast-feathers, but the chicks soon clam
bered back again. Occasionally, to their evident surprise, 
he dived and remained under water some time. A nest 
found close by in the same little bay contained four eggs, 
and we succeeded in watching and photographing this pair 
from a hiding tent on June 22nd, 23rd and 24th, during 
which time we observed both sexes incubating. We also 
saw them chasing each other off the nest. 



SLAVONIAN GREBE : About to settle down after pushing away the 
covering from the eggs. 

(Photographed by Seton and Audrey Gordon.) 



SLAVONIAN GREBE : Swimming into the nest. The plants are Equisetum. 

(Photographed by Seton and Audrey Gordon.) 
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At the other end of the loch we found another pair hatched 
on June 24th, and another with eggs in a more suitable place 
for photography. This second nest we watched and photo
graphed on June 25th, 26th and 27th. The eggs were always 
covered up before the bird left the nest, unless it was unduly 
scared. When brooding, the bright chestnut-red flank-
feathers came right up over the greyish wing-coverts and hid 
the wings. The birds covered and uncovered the eggs with 
lightning rapidity. The Grebe often dived under water 
straight off its nest. The mate always seemed to be in close 
attendance and the sitting birds were very wary and left 
the eggs at the least alarm. They appeared to be very 
clumsy on their feet like the Divers and were never observed 
on land. 

The Slavonian Grebe chicks continued to use the nest even 
when they had been hatched several days. From these 
short notes it will be seen that these Grebes must start to 
sit between the last week of May and the first week of June. 
All the nests found were in thick beds of reed or equisetum, 
and it was impossible to reach many of them without wading 
through deep mud and water. Probably many nests are 
lost when there is much rain and the loch rises, especially 
if there is much wind. The lochs are unfortunately trouting 
lochs and the keepers kill a lot of the Grebes, believing that 
they destroy the spawn of the trout. 
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SLAVONIAN GREBE : BROODING, WITH RAINDROPS ON HER FEATHERS. 

(Note Reflection.) 

[Photographed by Seton and Audrey Gordon.) 
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