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NOTES ON A DISCOURSE ON THE EMIGRATION 
OF BRITISH BIRDS : 1780. 

BY 

HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 

T H E anonymous pamphlet, of which the above eight words 
form the commencement of its title, has been the subject 
of a considerable amount of literature*. It is now known 
to have been written by John Legg (6. 1755, d. 1802) and is 
duly catalogued in Mullens and Kirke Swann's Bibliography 
of British Ornithology, but the following notes are of interest. 

In a letter to Dr. W. Eagle Clarke, of date January 1st, 
1898, the late Professor Alfred Newton wrote :— 

" I have never been able to lay hands on the book (published, I 
believe, in Holland by one Blum) which induced Legg to write, nor do 
I know its exact title, but I have reason to think that it was a theo
logical treatise, and was called " Birds—the Christian's Teachers "—or 
something of that sort . . . . There seem to have been German 
editions of it as well, though I take the original to have been in Dutch." 

Goaded by this reference I have explored the British 
Museum and other Libraries, but my quest has not brought 
me to the desired goal. 

I possess the following editions of the book:— 
(1) MDCCLXXX : published at Salisbury. 
(2) [N.D. 1780]: published in London. 
(3) 1795 '• published in London. 
(4) 18.14 : published in London. 
(5) [1814]: as (4) but date erased. 

My copy of the first edition is of particular interest since 
it once belonged to Thomas Pennant, who has written on. the 
fly-leaf :— 

" Mostly formed from my works and in other 
parts very erroneous. T.P." 

On p. 27, where it is stated that " Storks visit our island 
in the spring," he has written the word " never ! " and he 
has made the same remark on p. 28, where it is said of the 
Crane: " these birds are found in Lincolnshire, and many 
other parts of England." 

The first three editions were published anonymously— 
" By a Naturalist "—but the title of the 1814 editions bears 
the name of the distinguished ornithologist George Edwards. 
Some have thought that his choice of name was purely guess
work ; others, less charitably disposed, have suggested that 
his name was applied by the bookseller,who printed a new 

* See for example :—The Zoologist: 1895, P- *47; Notes and 
Queries, May 16th, 1914; The Field, February 16th, 1918. 
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title page to work off the old stock. John Legg was un
doubtedly the author, Edwards had nothing to do with the 
publication; but another peculiarity of the 1814 edition may 
be noted here, namely, that the date, for some reason unknown, 
is usually erased. 

The title of the book extends to thirty-eight lines and in
cludes a short list of " Birds of Passage " amongst which 
occurs the strange word " Etotoli " (printed, in the 1780 
edition, on p. 22, " Etoboli "). This word has given rise to 
much speculation: one authority suggests allodola or lodola 
(pi. allodole, the Italian for "larks") and another, no less 
convincingly, surmises a printer's error for et alii. It is, 
however, remarkable that in the list of " Errata " (printed 
on [p. x.] of the introduction) the reader is asked to note that 
"etoboli" (on p. 22) should read "etotoli," which would 
seem to indicate that the word was used intentionally, but 
to what species of bird it refers still remains a puzzle. 

It is understood that considerable research was entailed 
before the anonymity of the author was revealed. On p. 36 
ot his book, reference is made by him to his projected New and 
Complete Natural History of British Birds of which particulars 
were to be found in the " Ladies' Magazine, for October, 
1779 ; page 528." Reference to this periodical provides an 
illuminating clue in the signature to an article entitled " The 
Natural History of the Nightingale," which is signed " J. 
L———g, Market Lavington." It may be added that, 
in a long footnote appended thereto, the History of Birds 
is promised " in a few months time in possibly not more than 
two volumes in octavo," but this work was never published 
and the very manuscript is believed now to have been lost 
or destroyed. 




