
** BRITISH BIRDS " CENSUS OF HERONRIES. 
W E have already received a number of completed schedules 
for which we tender our thanks. There are, however, still 
many to come in and we shall now be glad to receive them. 
The name and address of the observer should be written on 
the schedule. THE EDITORS. 

CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN HAMPSHIRE AND 
DORSET. 

IN early April, 1928, a pair of Crossbills (Loxia c. curvirostm) 
were building a nest at the top of a Scots pine in Bournemouth. 
I took my friend Dr. F. G. Penrose to see the birds and the 
nest and as I had to leave the neighbourhood he made further 
observations, and noted a young bird at the spot in June. 
There may have been more nests as there were at least three 
pairs of old birds in the clump of trees in April. T. S. Fox. 
As the Crossbill {Loxia c. curvirostm) has apparently not 
been definitely recorded as breeding in Dorset, the following 
details seem to be worth recording. 

On April 9th, 1928, a Crossbill's nest was found in a pine 
tree on a heath in east Dorset, not far from the Hants 
boundary, a few miles north of Bournemouth. The nest 
then contained dead young birds, but the old birds were 
still about and had begun to build again. The male was in 
red plumage. On April 22nd the new nest was finished and 
contained a clutch of three eggs. 

Mr. W. J. Ashford {Br. B., XXL, p. 154) remarks that of 
the scores of Crossbills observed by him in Dorset in 1928 
none was in the red plumage. It is interesting to find that 
the only breeding record should be that of a red male. 

F. C. R. JOUKDAIN. 

WOODCHAT IN DORSET. 
A WOODCHAT (Lanius s. senator) was shot in a garden on 
Portland on June 23rd, 1928, and shown to Mr. A. Blinn, who 
sent it to me. Mr. H. F. Witherby, who did not receive the 
bird until the 28th, managed to make a skin of it and reports 
as follows: " It was an adult female of the typical race. 
The ovary was somewhat developed, and it might have 
finished laying or it might not have laid." There appear to 
be only two previous definite records for the county—in one 
case the bird was killed and in the other seen only. 

F. C. R JOURDAIN. 

NOTES 
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COCK NESTS OF THE GARDEN-WARBLER. 
I T is many years since I first noticed that when looking for 
the nests of Garden-Warblers (Sylvia borin) I found a number 
of beginnings of nests in the bushes around. These are just 
about the size of the palm of the hand and are a thin 
flat layer of the same kind of straws as are usedin a proper nest, 
but no cup shape is ever reached. They are placed in similar 
positions in the briars to a proper nest. 

A year or two later* I found that the cock Common White-
throat {Sylvia communis), if without a female, made, not only 
one nest, complete except for finer lining, but a series of 
nests, one of which would be completed by the female if she 
arrived. This made me more desirous to get further data 
about what seemed cock nests of the Garden-Warbler. 

The Garden-Warbler is very shy except when you are near 
the young, and, as it perches under the leaves, and its flight is 
a lightning flash, especially in undergrowth, it is nearly hope
less to expect to see the male building. I once saw a bird 
building what turned out to be one of the dummy nests, but 
I took no particular notice as I was not then aware of the 
habit. Notwithstanding many efforts I never had convenient 
or favourable circumstances for finding any further useful 
information till this year (1928), when I found two fairly early 
cock Garden-Warblers not far from where I live in co. 
Fermanagh. This was on May 12th and there were already 
some of the dummy nests made. I may say that there is 
rio mistaking them for last year's dummies, as even this 
year's dummies get bedraggled and discoloured or fall 
away in heavy rain within a month or so. I cannot prove 
that the females had not arrived, but there is the inference as 
I saw none, and the cocks continued to advertize themselves 
on the higher trees and there was no alarm from either till 
May 23rd, when both of them alarmed. 

By that time I had already counted about twenty dummy 
nests to each territory, in fact nearly every suitable briar 
clump had one. I had marked each of them by a piece of 
paper. One of the territories I could not study so well, as it 
had a dwelling-house in it, and between human interference 
and other circumstances I have not yet located the nest but 
a brood was reared. The nest seems to be near the house but 
the undergrowth is too overgrown to find the nest at present. 
In the other territory the nest was made on one of the dummies 
which I had marked, in fact on the dummy in the clump I 
should have recommended. 

* Irish Naturalist, Oct.-Nov., 1918. 
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The nest was found nearly complete except for finer lining 
on May 26th. It had not been begun on the 23rd when I 
heard the first alarm. I think, therefore, we may fairly 
conclude that the cock makes these dummy nests and that 
the female may use one of them. I may add that there was 
practically no song from either cock during incubation and 
until the young were fledged. J. P. BURKITT. 

ROBIN'S EGGS HATCHED AFTER DESERTION. 
PERHAPS the following record I made in 1924 may be of some 
interest, proving as it does that eggs can remain fertile for 
a very long period. 

On April 5th a Robin (Erithacus r. melophilus) laid her 
first egg in her nest built in an old saucepan that I had 
specially placed for the benefit of the pair of Robins that 
always nested in that particular territory at Mawgan-in-Pydar, 
Cornwall. On April 6th and 7th the second and third eggs 
were laid, after which the nest was completely deserted. On 
April 22nd a fourth egg was laid and on April 26th there was 
a total of eight eggs, when the hen commenced incubation. 
On May 9th the eight eggs were all hatched and on May 
23rd eight healthy nestlings left the nest. Both parents 
continued to feed the young birds for a considerable time 
and reached a great state of emaciation. B. H. RYVES. 

CUCKOO AND TREE-PIPIT'S NEST. 

WHILE at the foot of a Westmorland fell on May 25th, 1928, 
a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) flew past me and settled in a 
tree 100 yards away, where she sat hunched up for six or seven 
minutes. She then glided from the tree, passing within a 
few yards of me, pursued by a Tree-Pipit (Anthus trivialis) 
and alighted on the fell side 45 yards away on an open space 
and two feet in front of a patch of dead bracken. Then she 
appeared to sit up on her tail—a curious erect position—with 
her back at right angles to the ground, and supporting herself 
on the tips of the wings which were extended forward. A few 
seconds later she stepped back, apparently picked up some
thing in her beak, approached the bracken, put her head, 
neck and shoulders inside, her tail and back never being out 
of my sight, backed out and then flew past me again. As 
she went by I plainly saw, through the glasses, an egg in her 
beak. During the time she was on the ground, about twelve 
or fifteen seconds, a pair of Tree-Pipits fluttered frantically 
around her. I went to the place and found a Tree-Pipit's nest 
containing two eggs and a Cuckoo's egg, which wa^ warm, (A 
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third Tree-Pipit's egg was laid next day.) The nest was placed 
seven inches under, and was so covered by, the bracken that 
I could only with difficulty get my hand into it, and my doing 
so brought down a lot of bits of dead bracken into it. 

E. U. SAVAGE. 

CUCKOO LAYING IN NESTS OF WOOD-WARBLER 
AND BLACKBIRD. 

ON May 29th, 1928, a nest of a Wood-Warbler (Phylloscopus s. 
sibilatrix) was found in a wood near the Hants border in east 
Dorset which contained, in addition to a clutch of six eggs, an 
egg of the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus). The eggs were fresh 
but the nest showed no signs of damage and the Wood-
Warbler was incubating when found. In England this is one 
of the rarest fosterers and few cases are recorded, but out of 
17 cases on record by Capek in Mahren no fewer than 13 
resulted in desertion by the fosterer. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

ON June loth, 1928, at Coat,near Martock, Somerset, I found 
an egg of the Cuckoo in a nest of a Blackbird (Turdus m. 
merula). The nest contained four foster eggs in addition to the 
Cuckoo's. JOSEPH H. SYMES. 

[Only about twelve cases are known in which this fosterer 
has been victimized, six of which are mentioned in the article 
on the Cuckoo in Kirkman's British Bird Book.—F.C.R.J.] 

MARSH-HARRIER IN DEVONSHIRE. 
ON July 9th, 1928, I had a magnificent view of a male Marsh-
Harrier (Circus a. cBruginosus)fiying slowly over the east Devon 
links at Budleigh Salterton. Once it dropped into a thicket 
of gorse, and as it rose again its distinctive characters were 
unmistakable. A few moments later the Harrier soared to 
an immense height and disappeared southwards over the 
sea. 

In the early part of December, 1925, a large Hawk was seen 
on these same links, which from the very exact description 
given to me I feel sure was also a male Marsh-Harrier. The 
weather at that time was rough and the bird was probably 
storm-driven ; at any rate it seemed weary and stayed 
about the links for two or three days. W. WALMESLEY WHITE. 

HERONS AND CARRION-CROW. 
DURING one of my periodical visits to the Heronry at Penrhyn 
Park, Carnarvonshire, in connection with the census, I noted 
a Carrion-Crow (Corvus c. corone) behaving in a very excited 
manner as I approached the site. The bird was some forty 
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yards away from the clump of trees used by the Herons and, 
when I arrived under the first nest, three Herons flew off from 
the branches below the nest. Stuck in a crotch of a limb were 
the very draggled remains of a Carrion-Crow, and feathers 
were still floating in the air when I saw it. 

Unfortunately I was too late to see the whole incident, but 
there was no doubt that the Herons were busy with the Crow 
when I arrived and I can only surmise that they had caught it 
raiding a nest, or at any rate suspected its intentions. Its 
mate kept at a respectful distance but appeared more 
concerned over the tragedy than over my presence. 

WM. ASPDEN. 

HERON SWALLOWING SNAKE. 
ON May 26th, 1928, a friend and I were walking along a 
" drove " on the Somerset peat moors when our attention 
was directed to a Heron (Ardea c. cinerea) standing in the 
grass of a meadow which abutted on the drove ; it was 
easy to see that the bird was engaged with something in the 
grass, and a moment or two later its head was thrown up in 
the air with a grass snake quite two feet long dangling from 
its bill: with two or three gulps the bird swallowed the snake 
whole. Eels occur here in the larger rhines but are usually 
small. I mention this, as any suggestion of the creature 
being an eel may be dismissed, as we were too close to the 
bird to allow the possibility of such a mistake, and partly 
hidden by alder bushes we were stationary before the bird's 
head was raised. STANLEY LEWIS. 

TUFTED DUCK BREEDING IN BERKSHIRE. 
ON May 4th, 1928, I put up a pair of Tufted Duck (Nyroca 
fuligula) from a small pond about ten miles on the Berkshire 
side of Hungerford. Being unable to spend any length of 
time looking for a nest, I decided to wait until the young 
might be fairly well grown, and on June 23rd I put them up 
from the same place with four or possibly more young ones. 

S. T. C. TURNER. 
[For a previous record of Tufted Ducks breeding in 

Berkshire see British Birds, XV., p. 117—EDS.] 
GOOSANDER AND WHOOPER SWAN IN LATE 

SPRING IN WORCESTERSHIRE. 
I WAS interested to see Mr. Betts's notes on birds seen at 
the north Worcestershire reservoirs during the past twelve 
months (antea, pp. 19-20). Having been abroad nearly all 
that time, my own observations on the birds of the reservoirs 
have been interrupted. But I should like to add an appendix 



66 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXII. 

to Mr. Betts's observations of Goosanders (Mergus merganser) 
during the past winter. On May 17th, 1928, I had a good 
view of a brown-headed bird of this species on the Upper 
Bittell. On May. 1st, with Messrs. F. R. Barlow and J. D. 
Wood, we had thought we saw one diving repeatedly far out 
in the water, but we did not identify it for certain. On May 
21st a female Wigeon (Anas penelope) was present on the 
Lower Bittell. 

I think I omitted to record that on May n t h , 1924, during 
the afternoon, while I was at the Upper Bittell reservoir, three 
Swans came flying round, and two of them settled on the 
water. To my surprise they proved to be Whoopers (Cygnus 
cygnus). I sat down on the bank with my companion, Mr. 
R. Gibbins, and the Swans gradually drifted across till they 
were within fifty yards of us. Nor were they disturbed when 
we got up and walked along the side of the reservoir. One 
was an adult bird with rusty-coloured head, the other 
immature. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

FULMAR BREEDING INLAND IN MORAY. 
IN connection with the recent extension of the breeding area 
of the Fulmar Petrel (Fulmarus g. glacialis) it may be worth 
recording that I noticed, on a recent visit to Scotland, a small 
colony of these birds breeding in the Moray area. 

A point of particular interest, however, is the fact that the 
colony is not on the sea cliffs, but is situated in a sandstone 
ravine a mile or so away from the sea. 

This ravine though precipitous in places is neither so high, 
nor are the breeding places so difficult of access as those I 
have seen in other localities. 

Some half a dozen birds were actually incubating on the 
date of my visit, June 3rd, 1928, and many others were 
preparing to do so. Many were sitting in small cavities in 
the sandstone, although one or two had their eggs on more 
open ledges. 

It would be interesting to learn whether any other breeding 
colony of these birds is known which is similarly situated 
out of sight and sound of the sea. B. GUY HARRISON. 

LIST OF BIRDS OF THE FORTH AREA.—In the Scottish 
Naturalist, 1928, pp. 5-15, is published a list of the birds of the 
Forth area, denoting in tabular form with the aid of symbols 
the general status of each species in each county. This was 
compiled by the late William Evans, who was working at the 
birds of Forth for years before his death ill 1922. An appendix 
by Miss Baxter and Miss Rintoul gives additions to this list 
down to the end of 1927. 
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RAVEN NESTING IN TREE IN DUMFRIES-SHIRE.—Mr. H. S. 
Gladstone states (Scot. Nat., 1928, p. 26) that a Corvus corax 
built a nest about twenty feet above the ground in a larch 
tree at the head of Dalwhat Water. There was an apparently 
suitable crag half a mile distant. The nest was said to have 
contained five eggs, but these had been destroyed when Mr. 
Gladstone visited the spot on May 5th, 1927. 

DECREASE OF TREE-SPARROWS IN SCOTLAND.—Miss Baxter 
and Miss Rintoul point out (Scot. Nat., 1928, p. 25) that 
Passer montanus has ceased to breed in certain parts of 
Fifeshire, on the Isle of May, on Fair Isle and on Bute, and 
appeal for information regarding the status of the bird in 
other parts of Scotland. Mr. D. Hamilton gives details of its 
status round Edinburgh (p. 37). 

EASTERN SHORT-TOED LARK AT FAIR ISLE.—Surgeon-Rear-
Admiral J. H. Stenhouse records (Scot. Nat., 1928, p. 16) that 
a Short-toed Lark obtained by Mr. J. Wilson at Fair Isle, 
Shetland, "on October, 1927,"has been determined by Dr. 
Hartert as belonging to the greyer eastern race Calandrella 
brachyiactyla longipennis. The bird was not sexed, but was 
probably, by the wing-measurement of 92 mm., a male. This 
is the second recorded occurrence of the bird at Fair Isle, but 
it has not yet been detected elsewhere in the British Islands. 

MISTLE-THRUSH'S NEST ON A FENCE.—With reference 
to Mr. D. L. Lack's note (antea, p. 40), Mr. H. G. 
Alexander informs us that on April n t h , 1926, he and 
his brother, Mr. W. B. Alexander, found the nest of a Mistle-
Thrush on the top beam of a wooden fence, one side against a 
post, by the railway line between Lydd and New Romney, in 
Romney Marsh. The nest contained four eggs. 

GARGANEY BREEDING IN THE FORTH AREA.—Dr. J. Ritchie 
gives a full account (Scot. Nat., 1928, pp. 77-80) of the breeding 
of a pair of Anas querquedula in the Forth area in 1928. A 
bird apparently of this species was first seen in mid-April by 
Mr. Usher. On the 21st, Messrs. J. Kirke Nash and P. J. C. 
Macgregor saw a drake which they identified, and on May 5th 
Mr. Nash saw the drake with two ducks and on the 26th with 
one duck. Meanwhile, on May 12th, Mr. W. Short had found 
in the same locality two " Teals' " nests and one of these was 
photographed on May 15th by Master Brotherton—a school
boy. On this date the eggs were hatching. It was not until 
June n t h that this news chanced to reach Mr. Nash, who then 
proceeded to the spot with Mr. Short and Dr. Ritchie and 
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removed what remained of the nest and down to the Royal 
Scottish Museum. The down and feathers were found to be 
characteristic of those of the Garganey and so the fact of 
breeding was satisfactorily proved. It seems probable that 
two pairs nested. Hitherto the Garganey has been known 
only as a rare straggler to Scotland. It may be mentioned 
that Garganeys were exceptionally numerous in Norfolk in 
early April this year. 

COMMON SCOTER WITH YOUNG IN ORKNEY.—On August 
4th, 1927, Miss E. V. Baxter had a very good view of a duck, 
Oidemia nigra, with three half-grown young near Finstown 
(Scot.. Nat., 1928, p. 28). Miss Baxter considers they must 
have been hatched somewhere in the Orkney group, where 
this bird has not been recorded as breeding. 

SURF-SCOTER IN FIFESHIRE.—Prof. D'Arcy W. Thomson 
states (Scot. Nat., 1928, p. 25) that in St. Andrew's Bay early 
in January, 1928, he found a specimen of Oidemia perspicillata 
drowned in a fixed cod-net. The bird had been washed about 
for days in a storm and was unfit for preservation. The sex 
is not stated. 

AMERICAN BITTERN IN CORNWALL.—Mr. F. W. Frohawk 
records (Field, 16-2-28, p. 256) that an example of 
Botaurus lentiginosus was shot by Mr. E. W. Willyams 
on November 28th, 1927, on Goss Moor near Bodmin. On 
December 30th another Bittern, identified as of the same 
species, was seen on the same moor. The stomach of the bird 
killed contained the remains of several smooth newts. 

A TRANS-ATLANTIC PASSAGE OF LAPWINGS.—In further 
reference to this subject (vide antea, pp. 6-13 and 43) Mr. 
H. F. Chittenden informs us that at Seaford, Sussex, on 
December 18th, 1927, Lapwings in large flocks were observed 
heading straight out to sea southwards. The weather was 
very cold with a strong east wind. 

Mr. G. C. S. Ingram informs us that while re-writing his 
notes a few days ago he was struck with the fact that on 
December 18th, 1927, he recorded that during a visit of one 
and a half hours duration to the Llanishen Reservoir, near 
Cardiff, three flocks numbeiing twenty-four, six, and sixty 
respectively, passed over, all heading due west. Lapwings, 
he states, are very rarely seen in winter in that district, 
and so the occurrence of three flocks in such a comparatively 
short space of time was considered sufficiently unusual to 
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be recorded, and evidently—in the light of subsequent events— 
was part of the great movement which took place about 
that date. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK IN BUTE.—The Rev. J. M. McWilliam 
records {Scot. Nat., 1927, p. 189) that he shot a Tringa 
erythropus at Loch Fad in Bute on September 27th, 1927. This 
is an addition to the author's Birds of Bute, but the bird has 
been observed a good many times in Renfrewshire. 

BLACK TEENS IN HERTFORDSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND 
MIDDLESEX.—An unusual number of Black Terns {Chlidonias 
n. niger) appeared on passage at the Tring and Weston Turville 
reservoirs on May 4th and 5th, 1928, as we learn from Mr. C. 
Oldham, who saw altogether on three reservoirs some eighty 
of these birds on May 4th, while on the evening of the 5th 
Miss R. G. Blezard counted fifty-six on one of the Tring 
reservoirs and states that the birds had left the next day, 
the 6th. On the 4th there were also a number of Common 
Terns (Sterna hirundo) and a few on the 5th and 13th. 

Mr. W. S. Taylor also informs us that on May 3rd he saw 
five Black Terns at the Kingsbury (sometimes called the 
Neasden) reservoir, Middlesex. 

Mr. Oldham informs us that the direction of the wind on 
the 4th and 5th was a little north of east. 
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