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LETTERS. 

NUMBER OF EGGS LAID BY MISTLE-THRUSH. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—-Of forty-three nests of the Mistle-Thnish (Turdus v. viscivorus) 
examined during the past eight years in various localities in Cumber
land, two held clutches of five eggs each, three had three eggs each, 
the rest four. One five-egg clutch was found in 1925, the other in 
1926, the two localities being about two miles apart. 

R. H. BROWN. 

AN AUTUMN HABIT OF T H E ROOK. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—My notes on the autumn aerial performances of the Rook 
are similar,to those of the Rev. E. U. Savage (antea, p . 57) except tha t 
I have also notes of this spectacular event being seen in October and 
November, the latest date recorded being November 25th. Mr. Savage 
states that the climax of this habit is reached about September 18th, 
but on August 27th of 1919 and 1926 a very large flock was observed 
to ascend to a great altitude, many birds becoming invisible to the 
naked eye, and begin diving earthwards, whilst a like happening was 
noticed on November 24th, 1920. This spectacular event often occurs 
in the early afternoon and will occasionally occur on windy or wet 
days. 

The courtship proper of the Rook, i.e., male, with drooping wings 
and expanded tail, bowing to the female, has been observed on various 
days of October and November during most years, whilst on certain 
days each year of months September to November, Rooks have been 
noticed about their nests. 

I t should be noticed tha t certain of the Waders, particularly the 
Curlew, have also the habit, when in flock, of diving earthwards from 
a good altitude. R. H. BROWN. 
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