
HfflOTES 
NUMBERS OF EGGS LAID BY VARIOUS SPECIES IN 

CORNWALL. 
THE attached Table shows the numbers of eggs in the clutch 
of various species found near Mawgan in Cornwall. The 
figures are taken from my diaries of the last four years and 
represent the clutches after full incubation had commenced. 
It has been my habit only to record nests in my own garden 
and vicinity, as I am able to follow up nearly all of such nests. 
I could give many more from memory, but I regret I did not 
record them all on paper. 

Checking my figures with the clutches given by Coward, 
clutches, in some cases, seem to be generally smaller 
here. 
TABLE SHOWING COMPLETED CLUTCHES FOUND IN NESTS EXAMINED 

Year 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

Total 

Mis tie-
Thrush 

Eggs 4 
.. 4 
» 4 
» 4 

Eggs 4 
.» 4 
.» 4 
„ 4 
.. 4 

Eg gs 4' 
. 4 
, 4 
, 4 
> 4 
> 4 

Eggs 4 
„ 4 
» 4 
» 4 
„ 4 

20 

Song-
Thrush 

E g gs 4 
. S 
, 4 
. 4 
• 5 
, 4 

Eggs 4 
» 4 
„ S 
» 4 
.. 4 
», 4 

Eggs 3 
» 4 
» 4 
. . 4 
.. 4 
. . S 
„ 4 

Eggs 4 
,. 4 
,, 4 
. . 5 
» 4 
» 4 
» 4 
» 4 

27 

Blackbird 

Eggs 3 
.1 3 
.. 3 
» 4 
, . 3 
.. 3 

Eggs 3 
» 3 
» 3 
.. 3 
» 3 
„ 4 

Eggs 3 
» 4 
„ 3 
,. 3 
. , 4 

" 3-, 
•' 5 1 au 
» 5 r a « 
" 5 j o f t 

Eggs 3 
,. 3 
» 3 
,» 4 
.. 3 
» 4 
>• 4 
.. 3 

29 

Robin 

Eggs 5 
., 5 
„ 5 
» 4 
>. 5 
„ 5 
.. 6 

Eggs 5 
1, 5 
„ 5 
» 5 
., 5 

Eggs 4 
„ 5 
., 5 
.. 5 
„ 5 
,, 5 

Eggs 5 
„ 5 
„ 5 
>, 5 
„ 5 
„ 5 

24 

Hedge-
Sparrow 

Eggs 4 
., 4 
„ 4 

Eggs 4 
,. 5 
., 4 
„ 4 

Eggs 2 
„ 4 
„ 3 
„ 4 

Eggs 4 
„ 4 
>. 4 
.. 4 

15 

W r e n 

Eggs 6 
„ 5 
„ 7 

Eggs 7 
» 6 

Eggs 8 

Eggs 6 
» 4 

8 

Great-
T i t 

Eggs 6 
,. 7 

Eggs 8 
.. 7 

Eggs 8 
.. 7 

Eggs 7 
„ 7 

8 

Blue-
Tit 

Eggs 8 

.. 7 

Eggs 7 
„ 8 
>, 7 

Eggs 9 

,. 9 

Eggs 7 
,. 8 
.. 7 

12 

B. H. RYVES. 



108 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXII. 

SHORT-TOED LARK SEEN IN DEVONSHIRE. 
ON August 2nd, 1928, while watching birds on Dawlish 
Warren Golf Links, I had the good fortune to see among a 
party of Sky-Larks and Meadow-Pipits a Short-toed Lark 
(Calandrella brachydactyla). I first noticed a conspicuously 
pale-coloured bird with the others on the wing. The little 
flock then obligingly settled near at hand, and I at once 
recognised the Short-toed Lark from its general similarity 
to Calandrella minor rufescens, resident in Tenerife, with 
which in former years I was well acquainted. I was able to 
watch this Lark for some ten minutes and note its plumage 
carefully before the approach of some players drove the 
whole party of birds away, and I failed to pick them up again. 

The upper-parts of this bird were pale buffish-fawn with 
darker markings; the breast unspotted and pale buff. 
The pale buff eye-stripe was pronounced, and there were 
two faint buffish wing-bars. The primaries and tail-feathers 
were edged with pale buff and there was a ruddy tinge on 
the wing-coverts. The beak was short, stout and yellowish ; 
the legs pale brown. The dark marks on the sides of the 
breast were not very noticeable, less so than I should have 
expected, but the bird struck me as being a young one. It 
uttered no note. 

As far as I know, this is the first definite record of the 
Short-toed Lark from Devon, though D'Urban and Matthew 
have a notice of it within brackets. W. WALMESLEY WHITE. 

INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF REED-
WARBLER. 

THE isolated pair of Reed-Warblers (Acrocephalus s. scirpa-
ce««s),whicharethe subject of the following notes, commenced 
building in the latter part of May. Their first nest was 
built within six inches of the site used in 1927 by presumably 
both or one of the same pair of birds. 

The first egg was laid on June 2nd, 1928, and the fifth on 
June 6th. These were taken on the 7th. (In the 1927 nest 
the first egg was laid June 2nd and the fourth and last on 
the 5th ; the four young hatching on June 16th. Incubation-
period eleven days. Three young left the nest on June 28th, 
the fourth flying on the following day. Fledging-period 
thirteen to fourteen days). 

The second nest was built twenty-eight feet north of the 
first, the first egg being laid on June 13th and the fourth on 
the 16th; replacement of nest and eggs taking nine days. 
At 10 a.m. on June 27th the nest contained two young and 
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two eggs. By 5 p.m. a third egg had hatched, the remaining 
egg proving to be infertile. Incubation-period eleven days. 
The three young were destroyed, possibly by rats, between 
9.30 and 4.30 on June 29th. 

The site of the third nest was located on July 2nd forty-four 
feet south-east of the first and seventy-three feet south-east 
of the second nest. The accompanying photograph shows 
the curious double nest as completed ; that on the observer's 
left being only half built and some four inches from and 
joined by building material to the finished nest on the right. 

This nest was built in meadow-sweet, the former two having 
been in reeds. The first egg was laid on July 5th and the 
fourth on July 8th ; the time for replacement of nest and 
eggs being nine days as in the case of the second nest. 

At 8 p.m. on July 19th the nest contained three young 
and one egg. At 10 a.m. on the 20th the contents were the 
same, but by 5 p.m. the fourth egg had hatched. Incubation-
period eleven to twelve days. All four young were success
fully reared and left the nest on the morning of July 31st. 
Fledging-period eleven to twelve days. 

RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

A COURTSHIP DISPLAY OF THE SONG-THRUSH. 
AT 8.15 p.m. (summer time) on June 30th, 1927, I saw a love-
display by a cock Song-Thrush (Turdus ph. clarkei) on our 
lawn. Of course the terms—cock and hen—-are here used on 
assumption. The hen bird flew down, and hunted for worms 
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on the far side of the lawn. The cock alighted nearer the 
house, and ran up and down the grass before the hen. The 
cock had its head thrown right back with the beak wide open 
so that the lower mandible was almost vertical. The tail 
was moderately expanded, and pressed down on the grass. 
The breast feathers were fluffed out. The wings were carried 
at the side and not depressed as with the cock Pigeons'. In 
its gait the bird suggested the love-display of a Turkey cock, 
but it did not circle, only walked quickly up and down in front 
of the hen. The show ended by a mock charge by the hen, 
and the pair flew away together. J. S. GAYNER. 

TWO AND THREE CUCKOOS' EGGS IN ONE NEST. 
ON the afternoon of June 3rd, 1928, my friend O. R. Owen 
and I paid a visit to a gorse clad common near Knighton, 
Radnorshire. Within five minutes of our arrival Owen 
flushed a female Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) from an isolated 
hawthorn bush and her behaviour soon satisfied us that she 
was about to lay. 

The bird was kept under continuous observation and as 
the hours passed it became apparent that the Cuckoo knew 
of no Meadow-Pipit's (Anthus pratensis) nest with an egg, 
or eggs, into which she had not already laid. Over and over 
again she would fly or glide to different, but definite places, 
on the common, hopping and floundering around in clumsy 
fashion searching for a nest where from her previous observa
tions she evidently expected to find one. 

Due to these manoeuvres we discovered two incomplete 
but ruffled Meadow-Pipits' nests obviously deserted owing 
to the Cuckoo's too frequent visits, in consequence of which 
there is little doubt in my mind that on this particular day 
there happened to be no nest in a suitable condition for the 
Cuckoo. In such circumstances a Cuckoo, when in distress 
to lay, may visit on her laying area, every nest in which she 
has recently laid and every nest which is in the process of 
building. 

At about 6 o'clock a male Cuckoo first put in an appearance 
and, in addition to calling frequently, flew about as though to 
distract the attention of the Meadow-Pipits which at times 
made frequent attacks upon his mate. 

We noticed that upon two occasions during the afternoon 
the female Cuckoo had glided to an isolated bracken-covered 
gorse bush and, contrary to her behaviour on other parts of 
the common, immediately upon alighting flew away again as 
though she had made a mistake in settling there. 
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At 7.15 p.m., upon going to this bush, I called to Owen that 
it contained a Meadow-Pipit's nest with two eggs of the 
foster parent and also two Cuckoos' eggs, the product of 
different Cuckoos; and we expressed the opinion that the reason 
the Cuckoo appeared to have an aversion to that spot on each 
of her two visits was because she had already laid an egg in 
that nest. 

We removed the two Cuckoos' eggs and one of the Meadow-
Pipit's eggs and left in the nest only one egg of the Meadow-
Pipit. 

After a tiring series of manoeuvres including three occasions 
upon which, in the company of her mate, the Cuckoo left 
the common altogether and flew down a valley only to return 
each time within 10 to 15 minutes, she glided exactly at 
8.45 p.m. to the aforementioned nest and with my Zeiss 
glasses I watched her most distinctly disappear for a few 
seconds into the bush and emerge with an egg in her beak 
with which she flew back to the tree from which she had just 
glided. Shouting to Owen that I was certain she had laid, 
as he rushed to the spot I watched the Cuckoo in the tree 
swallow the Meadow-Pipit's egg. 

The Cuckoo's flight from the nest carrying in her beak the 
stolen egg was so entirely normal and relatively rapid in 
contrast to the laboured flight of the many different Cuckoos 
which I have watched when laying their eggs, that one knew 
at once as she left the nest that the Cuckoo had on this 
occasion laid. 

Those who persist in the view that the Cuckoo deposits 
its egg in a manner unlike any other bird do not explain 
why the Cuckoo's flight to deposit is so laboured. In my 
experience she is invariably so obviously heavy with egg. 

In this connection it is worthy of record that at 8.30 p.m. 
I distinctly saw the Cuckoo take from a nest, which we had 
shortly before placed near a spot where she persistently 
searched, a Wood-Warbler's egg which we had put in it, 
and through my glasses, in the light of the lowering sun in 
a cloudless sky, the fresh yolk was clearly seen as she deliber
ately held this egg in her beak before swallowing it. From 
that moment, until she alighted fifteen minutes later at the 
nest in which she laid, the Cuckoo never again settled on the 
ground. 

Although on this occasion the three Cuckoos' eggs (two 
from one female) never actually lay in the nest together, 
this is the second occasion upon which I have taken three 
Cuckoos' eggs from one nest. On June 17th, 1923, in the 
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company of F. Simmonds and his son on Sturt Fields on 
the borders of the Wyre Forest, Salop, at 6 o'clock in the morn
ing we flushed a Meadow-Pipit in thick heather and the nest 
contained three Cuckoos' eggs (two from one Cuckoo) and 
two eggs of the Meadow-Pipit. 

I surmise that the rare occasions upon which two eggs are 
laid in the same nest by the same Cuckoo are when there is 
no other more suitable nest known to the Cuckoo on one of 
her laying days. 

There must be many occasions when a Cuckoo, about to 
lay an egg in a nest already containing two Cuckoos' eggs, 
takes one of the two Cuckoos' eggs in exchange for her own. 
"When studying the Cuckoo so intensively some years ago 
we ascertained that the egg which the Cuckoo removes is the 
one nearest to her when she approaches the nest. On one 
occasion a Cuckoo laid an egg in a nest and took in exchange 
a Cuckoo's egg which we had purposely left to hatch. 

It would be interesting to hear of other unquestionably 
authentic records of three Cuckoos' eggs being laid in one 
nest. 

By an amazing coincidence my friend and reliable assistant 
in our strenuous Cuckoo days in Worcestershire, F. Simmonds, 
had the unique experience, also by accident, on June 3rd, 
1928, of watching, on the old film-famous common, two 
Cuckoos each lay her egg into a different Meadow-Pipit's 
nest only 29 yards apart, one at about 6.30 p.m. and the other 
about one hour later. Simmonds tells me that as one Cuckoo 
started to glide to its chosen nest, the other from a neighbour
ing tree would fly at and disturb her and, but for this, he 
suggests that the eggs might have been laid earlier in the 
afternoon. 

The Cuckoo that laid at 6.30 p.m. had, on a previous 
date, laid an egg in the nest into which the other Cuckoo 
laid at 7.30 p.m. There were thus two Cuckoos' eggs in 
this nest and of these " double events," as we call them, 
my collection contains about thirty examples found in the 
last twelve years either by myself or my friends. 

EDGAR CHANCE. 

HEN-HARRIER IN HAMPSHIRE. 
ON January 10th, 1928, I had a fairly good view of a male 
Hen-Harrier {Circus cyaneus) flying over a field at the estuary 
of the Meon, about eight miles east of Southampton. I 
again saw the same bird on January 13th ; this time it was 
quartering a meadow two or three miles away from where I 
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saw it before. I had an excellent view of it through binocu
lars, as it flew slowly along close to the ground. After I 
had been watching it for a short time, it was mobbed by a 
flock of Redshanks, which drove it off. 

On April 26th, in company with two other observers, I 
had the Harrier under observation for about a quarter of an 
hour. It flew up and down some fields with slow, rather owl
like flight. It was several times attacked by nesting Plover, 
which it seemed glad to get rid of. Once it hovered for a 
short time in the manner of a Kestrel. On this occasion it 
was near to where I saw it on January 13th. C. R. STONOR. 

GARGANEY NESTING IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
WHILE searching for Duck on April 4th, 1928, over an area 
of flooded meadows bordering the Severn, not many miles 
from Gloucester, with my friend, J. M. Lade, we put up a 
pair of Garganey (Anas querquedula) which had been resting 
at the edge of a meadow above the water-line. The birds 
settled on the water about 20 yards away, then rose again 
and flew to the cover of a half-submerged withy-bed. We 
saw them again on April 12th, when the floods had gone down 
considerably, in the company of several Teal (A. c. crecca), 
and again on the 17th, while on the 24th the drake was seen 
alone. By this time only one large sheet of water, encompassed 
by withy-beds, remained of the floods. 

On May 1st, while looking for a Redshank's nest, my friend 
came upon a nest concealed in a patch of long grass, well out 
in the centre of a large-sized meadow, containing eight quite 
unstained eggs. The nest was not more than 50 yards from 
water. There was only a little down in the nest, the lining 
being of roots, etc., but it was unmistakably that of a Garganey. 
One small feather found amongst the down was whitish with 
a buff central mark, this colour extending to the tip. 

On May 3rd the duck rose straight off the nest when 
approached to within about five yards. There were ten eggs 
in the nest, and considerably more down. Dr. O. H. Wild 
examined the down and eggs, and confirmed our identification. 

The duck was again sitting on May 1.7th, and, while we 
were at the nest, the drake circled round, " grunting" 
occasionally. The nest was entirely lined with down and 
contained fourteen eggs, now very stained. On the 24th 
the nest contained only nine eggs, which were quite cold, 
and later, on blowing, proved to be infertile. There was no 
sign of the birds themselves. It is to be hoped that the five 
eggs hatched successfully, and the parent birds removed the 
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ducklings to the river. I have never heard before of the 
Garganey being more than a very occasional visitor to the 
county on migration. LESLIE J. VERNALL. 

STOCK-DOVE NESTING ON A HOUSE. 
THE Stock-Dove (Columba anas) not infrequently nests 
within the ruins of old buildings, but, with the following 
exception, I do not call to mind ever finding them nesting 
in any ordinary tenanted habitation. When visiting Coton 
Hall, Salop, on July 21st, with Mr. H. E. Forrest, we noticed 
a Stock-Dove fly out of the ivy-mantled back of the house, 
where a pair had their nest in the recess formed by a blank 
window, and this site we understood they had invariably 
tenanted for a decade or more years past. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

STOCK-DOVE LAYING BEFORE DEPARTURE OF 
EARLIER BROOD. 

ON August 25th, 1928, at Trefnant, Denbighshire, I put a 
Stock-Dove {Columba anas) out of an ivy covered oak tree, 
in which I had placed a barrel some years ago. On climbing 
to the barrel and glancing in there was a terrific commotion, 
and I hurriedly placed my cap over its entrance and in due 
course secured (for ringing and enlarging) two completely 
fledged young Stock-Doves. However, to my great surprise 
the barrel was seen still to contain a somewhat soiled egg, 
more or less concealed amid the dirt and feathers that covered 
the barrel's floor. This egg appeared to be fresh but might 
possibly have been an unfertile third egg of an abnomal 
three clutch that had produced the two young birds. 

All doubts were put at rest two days later, when, on climb
ing to the barrel, a Stock-Dove was disturbed from a normal 
clutch of two eggs. W. M. CONGREVE. 

EARLY BREEDING OF STONE-CURLEW IN SUFFOLK 
AND SUSSEX. 

ON April 10th, 1924, I found a nest with two eggs of the 
Stone-Curlew (Burhinus <x. oedicnemus) in Suffolk. 1 returned 
to the nest almost daily and on April 30th found the eggs 
had hatched. Allowing 26 days for incubation the second 
egg must have been laid on April 4th and the first two days 
previously. EUSTACE SHIPMAN. 

LAST year (Vol. XXL, p. 263) I recorded the finding of two 
heavily incubated eggs of the Stone-Curlew (Burhinus ce. 
asdicnemus) on April 28th, 1927, and estimated that this 
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clutch must have been complete by about the first week in 
April. 

This year on April 8th, 1928, I watched the territory of 
the same pair of birds for over two hours without seeing or 
hearing anything of them. Four days later, on April 12th, 
I found the two eggs (of exactly the same type as those of 
1927), making the latest possible date for the laying of the 
first egg April 10th. 

Two other early dates for eggs of this species were two fresh 
eggs on April 14th, 1928, and two quite seven days incubated 
on April 17th, 1928, the last being presumably the earliest 
laid pair of the three. RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

TURNSTONE AND CURLEW-SANDPIPERS IN 
HERTFORDSHIRE. 

ON the afternoon of September 4th, 1928, there was a Turn
stone (Arenaria i. interpres), a bird in winter plumage and, 
judging by its yellow (not bright orange) legs, a young one, 
at one of the Tring reservoirs. During the time that I 
watched it—some hour and a half—it was picking up food 
from the surface and in the crevices in the drying mud, and 
every now and then it would overturn an embedded stone. 
It fed alone, not associating with three Curlew-Sandpipers 
(Calidris testacea) that were paddling at the water's edge, 
and for the most part it kept aloof too from three Ringed 
Plovers (Charadrius hiaticula) that were feeding on the drier 
parts of the mud-bank, although for a few minutes, desisting 
from its search for food, it consorted with them, and the four 
birds stood in a little group, dozing and preening their feathers. 
The Turnstone remained until September 12th, at any rate. 
So far as I know, this species has not been met with before 
in Hertfordshire. CHAS. OLDHAM. 

WOOD-SANDPIPER IN BERKSHIRE. 
ON August 12th, 1928, accompanied by Mr. J. P. Hardiman, 
I saw a Wood-Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) at Reading Sewage 
Farm. After having flushed several Green Sandpipers 
(T. ochropus), we noted a single bird at the edge of some 
shallow water. My companion was of the opinion that the 
bird was browner than the Green Sandpipers so I trained my 
telescope on to it. To me it seemed to have longer legs, but 
what drew my attention especially was a marked eye-stripe, 
apparently white, running well back behind the eye. At the 
time I was not aware that this was a distinctive ieature, but 
as I could not recollect having noticed it in the Green 
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Sandpiper, on my return I referred to Thorburn's British Birds. 
This illustration proved that our bird was a Wood-Sandpiper, 
but I felt that confirmation was necessary, and on consulting 
A Practical Handbook I found the following reference to this 
species, " from top of lores to nape a white eye-stripe, streaked 
sooty-brown behind eye," while the Green Sandpiper is said 
to have, " from base of upper mandible to above centre of 
eye a white band, some feathers spotted grey-brown." Dr. 
N. H. Joy identified the Wood-Sandpiper at this locality 
on August 22nd and 27th, 1922, and he stated that he had 
been informed by Mr. Jourdain that these were the first 
occurrences for Berks. (B.B., Vol. XVI., p. 205). 

WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

LITTLE GULL IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 
ON August 18th, 1928, a Little Gull (Larus minutus) was 
obtained near Saltfleet, and the following day another small 
gull was observed, which, although not identified with 
certainty, was probably another example of this species. 
The specimen obtained is an adult male in summer plumage 
except the feathers about the head, throat and neck; and 
these, due to moult, are about intermediate summer and 
winter in colour. The crown and hind neck still retain most 
of the black feathers of summer, but the throat is almost 
white, being very sparingly spotted with black. The bili 
is black except the basal half of the lower mandible which 
is an almost obscure dark red-brown. Jos. ARMITAGE. 

EFFECT OF BAD WEATHER ON YOUNG KITTIWAKES 
IN SKYE. 

THE effect of the very severe weather of July, 1928, in northern 
Scotland is seen in the colony of Kittiwakes (Rissa t. tridactyla) 
on Tulm Island, Skye. In the first week of July all the 
nests were occupied with small young. In the space of a 
fortnight of continuous gales and rains each nest became 
empty, and not one single young Kittiwake has this year 
been fledged. The old birds had all left the island by the 
end of July. 

The question arises : Were the young washed out of the 
nests by the heavy seas, or did they succumb to the weather ? 
Some were undoubtedly swept away, but I believe that 
more were lost by reason of the constant wind and rain and 
low temperature. The highest shade temperature during 
July was only 630, whereas in July, 1927, that figure was 
almost daily exceeded here. SETON GORDON. 
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FLEDGING-PERIOD OF BLACK GUILLEMOT. 
DURING the present season I have been studying closely a 
pair of Black Guillemots (Uria g. grylle) which have reared 
their two young beneath a boulder at the shore. On July 
7th I saw the two youngsters for the first time, and they 
appeared to be from five to seven days old. Exactly twenty-
eight days later (August 4th) they were still beneath the 
boulder. They were now, as far as could be seen, fully feathered 
and the parents were apparently coaxing them to leave the 
" nest " lor they did not at once offer them the fish which 
they brought, but ran from side to side of the boulder as 
though tempting the young to sally forth. 

I did not visit them for the next few days owing to the 
stormy weather, but even had they left the boulder on August 
4th they would then have been beneath it certainly for lour 
lull weeks, probably for five. Considering that the young 
Common Guillemot (U. aalge) leaves its ledge long before 
it is able to fly it is surprising that the young Black Guillemot 
should become fully-feathered before venturing forth. But 
the Common Guillemot remains with her young at sea ; the 
Black Guillemot leaves her young entirely to themselves 
once they have left the parental roof. SETON GORDON. 

EARLY ARRIVAL OF NIGHTINGALE IN SUSSEX.- Mr. Raymond 
Carlyon-Britton writes that on April 6th, 1928, he listened 
for some time to a Nightingale - (Luscinia.m. hiegarhyncha) 
in fine song in West Dean Woods. 

AMERICAN BITTERN IN CORNWALL.—Correction — Col. B. H. 
Ryves informs us that the example of Botaurus lentiginosis, 
recorded on p. 68 (anted), was shot by Major E. N. Willyams 
and not by Mr. E. W. Willyams as stated. 
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