
MOTES 
THE INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF 

SOME BRITISH BIRDS. 
IN the following cases during 1928, from west Sussex, the 
period of incubation has been calculated from the day on which 
the last egg was laid until the day or days of hatching. The 
fledging-period from the day or days of hatching until the 
day or days of departure from the nest :— 

Fledging- _. . Period of No. of No. of 
period j . , J IV , year of eggs in young to 
in days, a a v s - observation, clutch. leave 

nest. 

Species. 
Incubation-

period 
in days. 

Cirl Bunting 
(E, cirlus) 

Reed-Buntingf1) 
(E. s. schosniclus) 

Blue Titmouse 
(P. c. obscurus)... 

Sedge-Warblerf1) 
(A. schcenoboenus) 

Reed-Warbler(2) 
(A. scirpaceus)... 

Wren 
(T. t. troglodytes) 

Cuckoo (C. canorus' 
Long-eared Owl 

{A. 0. otus) 
Moorhen 

(G. c. chloropus) 

11-12 

13 

13-14 

13-14 
11 

14-15 

21-22 

10 

16-17 

11-12 

11-12 

16-17 
22 

24 

— August 

23 May-June 

30 April-May 

25 May-June 
— June 
23 July 

31 June-July 
— June-July 

— April-May 

—• — April-May 

3 none 

4 2 

8 8 

5 5 
4 none 
4 4 

5 5 
1 1 

4 2 

8 8 
RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLINGS IN FLINTSHIRE. 
ON August 18th, 1928, at a point about three miles beyond 
Mostyn on the estuary of the Welsh Dee, I watched two 
Rose-coloured Starlings (Pastor roseus) feeding with Starlings 
in a swamp close to the sandhills. One bird appeared to me 
to be an adult female, having the pink on the upper and 
lower parts decidedly dull but perfectly distinct. The other 
appeared to be almost entirely dark brown above with light 
spots and edgings on the tail; and, but for the presence of 
the rosy bird, I should probably have overlooked it. 

Under the glasses, however, it appeared clearly to be not 
a common Starling. The crown-feathers of this bird were 
no more elongated than those of a common Starling with 

(*) Same pairs of birds reared a second brood in July. 
(2) First and second layings of same pair of birds. 

M 
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crest erected, but in the pink bird were quite clearly seen to 
be much longer. They were, however, nothing like the length 
of the crest-leathers of the adult male, which bird I have both 
seen and handled in Turkey. S. W. P. FREME. 

ASSOCIATION OF REED-BUNTINGS AND MEADOW-
PIPITS ON MIGRATION IN AUTUMN. 

ON September 17th, 1928, about half an hour after sunrise, 
I saw at Aldeburgh, Suffolk, a party of Meadow-Pipits 
(Anthus pratensis) feeding in a strip of gorse (particularly 
among some which had been burnt), and with them were 
Reed-Buntings (Emberiza schceniclus) in the proportion of, 
I estimated, about one to five Pipits. I could not say of 
what sex they were. There were also one or two Larks. 
The same association but on a smaller scale was to be seen 
about the same time and in the same spot two days later. 
The Buntings frequently chased any Pipit which came very 
near. 

The association of Reed-Buntings with Meadow-Pipits on 
spring migration is noted in the Practical Handbook and in 
Coward's British Birds, but no mention is made of it as 
occurring on the autumn migration. JOHN H. HAY. 

TREE-CREEPERS' NESTS IN BUILDINGS. 
IN April 1926, in my garden in Mawgan-in-Pydar, N. Cornwall, 
a Tree-Creeper (Certhia f. britannica) began building deep 
among a pile of iuel-logs stored inside a rough, low, detached 
shed. There happened to be a crevice between two of the 
wall planks, through which entry was effected. When the 
nest was half constructed, a Wren [Troglodytes t. troglodytes) 
built just within the crevice, thus blocking it up. The Tree-
Creepers then selected the sloping slate-rool of a temporarily 
unoccupied house, some 50 yards from the shed. The nest 
was placed at the base of the north side of a chimney-stack, 
the only meagre head-cover being a thin slate that projected 
three inches beyond the chimney wall. Though climatic 
conditions were generally unfavourable, a brood was safely 
reared. li. H. RYVES. 

[It is not uncommon for the Tree-Creeper to build between 
the crevices of wooden sheds, especially when the planks or 
logs are left rough. Nests in buildings are much rarer, but 
J. H. Gurney has recorded one in a coal cellar wall and J. 
Whitaker mentions one under lead on a greenhouse wall and 
close under a bedroom window (Notes on Birds of Notts., 
p. 57).—F. C. R. JOUEDAIN.] 
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DISTRIBUTION OF MARSH-TITS IN FLINTSHIRE. 

IN November, 1927, having noted that the Marsh-Tit (Partis 
p. dresseri) was described as "possibly accidental" in N. Wales, 
I submitted to Mr. Witherby two black-headed birds shot at 
Connah's Quay, Flints. I had never seen a Willow-Tit up 
till that time. Mr. Witherby, in kindly identifying them 
as Marsh-Tits, replied that the distribution of these birds 
might repay investigation. I have since become familiar 
with the Willow-Tit, though only by examining skins, and 
am quite certain that this bird is only accidental, at least in 
Flintshire and Denbighshire. Marsh-Tits are common through
out the former county, being especially plentiful in winter. 
I have now examined black-headed Titmice taken in almost 
every part of Flintshire and have found them to be Marsh-
Tits in every case. I had exactly the same results on a small 
shoot in Tarvin, five miles beyond Chester. Major W. M. 
Congreve of Trefnant, Denbighshire, tells me that he sees very 
few black-headed Titmice there. S. W. P. FREME. 

DISAPPEARANCE OF PIED FLYCATCHERS AFTER 
NESTING. 

IN connexion with the correspondence on this subject in 
British Birds, Vol. XX., pp. 113, 136 and 158, the following 
additional evidence may be of some interest. 

In 1928 I had sixteen nests of the Pied Flycatcher (Musci-
capa h. hypoleuca) in the nest-boxes in my garden in Brecon-
shire. One was blown down ; from the other fifteen, in all 
seventy-nine young birds flew from the nest. Thus, with 
the old birds and allowing for casualties there would be about 
100 Pied Flycatchers leaving this garden ; all going between 
June 15th and 21st except one late nest, from which the 
young flew on the 30th. Many others in addition were nest
ing in the neighbourhood, yet I have only once seen birds 
after they had left the nest. These were from a nest which 
had three eggs on May n t h --first egg laid about May 9th. 
There were eight eggs on the 20th and the young hatched 
between June 1st and n t h . On June 16th at 12.30 mid-day 
I found four young birds in the nest, one of which was very 
sick. Two at least were out flying about (there had been 
eight healthy young.birds on the 15th). Both old birds were 
present feeding the nestlings, and the hen twice in her flight 
turned more or less towards one of the flying young ones. 
The latter took voluntary flights of ten yards or more. At 
2.30 I found the sickly young bird dead in the nest but the 
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other three still there also. One of the flying young came and 
alighted at my feet ; I put it back into the nest, but within 
five minutes it flew out- a flight of say 15 yards. Then 
another flew from a tree and alighted near me; and soon 
flew again and then once more—both flights away from the 
neighbourhood of the nest and about 15 yards each. The last 
time the bird went into long grass. I watched for a long 
time during the afternoon but never saw any of the fliers 
again nor the old hen ; but the cock came and fed the young 
still in the nest from time to time. The feeding of these older 
nestlings is not I think so frequent as when they are younger, 
allowing for the fact that only one of the parents was doing 
it. I think on the other hand the feeds are larger, i.e., more 
caterpillars and large flies or moths. As regards the " fliers," 
of which there had certainly been four, I could only make 
sure of seeing two, and these showed no desire at all to keep 
together or to keep near the hen. But it looked rather as 
if after trying their wings a few times they got into the long 
grass and the hen may easily have collected them together 
there. On the other hand, the cock seemed to confine himself 
to attending to the young in the nest. The latter had left 
the nest when inspected on the morning of the 17th. There 
was one dead bird left in the nest, so it is certain that seven 
flew, i.e., four were out at 12.30 on the 16th even if I only 
saw two of them. The period from first egg to flight appears 
to have been thirty-eight to thirty-nine days. The average 
time from laying of the first egg to departure of the young 
from fifteen nests this year was 36.6 days, varying from thirty-
three to fourty-two days, but the number of young reared 
does not appear to be the cause of this variation. 

In another box there were five healthy young birds on 
June 18th, three on the 19th, and all were gone on the 20th. 
On the 19th the cock only was feeding the three, while the 
hen and the other young were not to be seen. Another box 
had seven young on June 18th, six on the 19th, and all were 
gone on the 20th. On the 19th both cock and hen were feed
ing and the one young bird which had left the nest was not 
visible, but possibly it had died outside. 

As compared with young Spotted Flycatchers (Muscicapa 
s. striata) the young were neater looking and not so " fluffy " 
in appearance, the breast was very definitely spotted and 
the back had the effect of being barred, whereas the young 
Spotted Flycatchers had whiter breasts - less spotted, and 
the back and wing-coverts were uniform plain brown. 

C. VENABLES LLEWELYN, 
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RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER IN NORFOLK. 
A RED-BREASTED Flycatcher (Muscicapa p. parva) was shot 
at Cley in the bushes by A. B. Carter on September 15th, 
1928, the wind having been N.E. for several days. He 
noticed the large amount of white in the tail and the absence 
of that colour on the wing. The flight was short and jerky. 

E. C. ARNOLD. 

ONE CUCKOO VICTIMIZING SEVERAL SPECIES. 
I RECENTLY had the pleasure of looking through, with Lieut.-
Colonel J. S. Cameron, a number of eggs of the Cuckoo 
(Cuculus c. canorus) collected in his youth by his father and 
himself round their home near Ashford, Kent. This collection 
contains a series of thirteen eggs laid by one and the same 
Cuckoo over a period of seven years in the nests of no less 
than seven spedies of fosterer. I think the data are so interest
ing as to be worthy of record and I have Colonel Cameron's 
authority to send this note. 

On May 4th, 1895, one of the Cuckoo's eggs was found in 
the nest of a Chaffinch (Fringilla c. ccelebs) with one egg of 
that foster parent. On June 5th, in the same year, the nest 
of a Blackcap (Sylvia a. atricapilla) was found in the grounds 
containing two eggs plus one egg of the Cuckoo, and on June 
19th the nest of a House-Sparrow (Passer d. domesticus) 
high up in a hawthorn tree contained one egg of a House-
Sparrow and one egg of the Cuckoo. Colonel Cameron tells 
me that the behaviour of the female Cuckoo about that time 
made him feel certain that an egg had been laid somewhere 
thereabouts and after hunting in all the known nests the egg 
was found in this House-Sparrow's nest. The next day, 
June 20th, 1895, the nest of a Robin (Erithacus r. melophilus) 
was found without any eggs of the Robin but with two Cuc
koos' eggs, one of which was laid by the bird about which 
this record is concerned. 

In 1896 the first of this Cuckoo's eggs found was on May 
6th in a Robin's nest with five eggs of the Robin. Two days 
later another Robin's nest containing four eggs was also found 
with another egg of this Cuckoo. On May 21st the nest of 
a Whitethroat (Sylvia c. communis) was found with one of 
this Cuckoo's eggs alone in the nest; a Whitethroat's egg had 
previously been seen in the nest but this had disappeared 
and had doubtless been removed by the Cuckoo. On May 
28th the nest of a Willow-Warbler (Phylloscopus t. trochilus) 
with three eggs and one of the Cuckoo was found. 

The only egg of this Cuckoo found in 1897 was on June 
21st in a nest of a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus c. collybita). This 
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nest was in a branch of a fir tree about one and a half feet off 
the ground, and contained also three, eggs of the Chiffchaff. 

Again in 1898 only one of this Cuckoo's eggs was found but 
that in extremely interesting circumstances. On May 17th 
in that year there was found in a bank in a field (I have 
recently seen the site) a Robin's nest containing a Cuckoo's 
egg—-an egg from a different Cuckoo from that which we are 
recording. The egg was taken and replaced by a House-
Sparrow's and on the following day the nest contained in 
addition an egg of the Cuckoo of which we are writing. This 
Cuckoo's egg was also taken, thus leaving alone in the nest 
the House-Sparrow's egg. On each of the three following 
days a Robin's egg was laid,so that on May 21st the nest con
tained the House-Sparrow's egg and three Robin's eggs. 
The Robin began to sit on these eggs on the 22nd and on the 
23rd the three Robin's eggs were taken, leaving alone the 
House-Sparrow's egg. On the 24th the House-Sparrow's 
egg was missing and in its place there was laid another egg 
of the Cuckoo which fiist laid in the nest on the 17th. Evi
dently the Robin had laid an egg on the 17th and again on 
the 18th, and these eggs were doubtless removed by the two 
Cuckoos which in turn had laid on these two days. Alto
gether, therefore, three Cuckoos' eggs, two by one Cuckoo 
and one by the bird of which we are making this record, were 
laid in this Robin's nest. 

In the year 1901, three more eggs of this Cuckoo were taken 
on May 24th, June 6th and June 8th respectively, each time 
in a Robin's nest from which four eggs were taken. 

This accounts for the thirteen eggs laid by the same Cuckoo 
over a period of seven yearc and all of them were in nests 
within an area of at most 100 acres. It would seem that, 
though this Cuckoo may have eventually settled down to 
victimize only the Robin, in its earlier years it showed an 
unusual lack of discrimination. EDGAR CHANCE. 

HERON KILLED BY MUSCOVY DUCK. 
MR. G. KELSEY, Brookfield, Yately, Hants, on August 16th, 
sent in to Mr. Clifford, taxidermist, Christ Church Road, 
Reading, the body of an almost adult Heron (Ardea c. cinerea) 
with a note that it had been killed by a " Muscovie duck." 

The plumage and body showed heavy bruising, but no shot 
marks, nor was any shot found in the wounds on skinning. 
It apparently had been caught and held by the neck and 
battered to death, as stated by Mr. Kelsey, on August 15th, 
1928. H. M. WALLIS. 
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DUCK ON CHESHIRE MERES IN SUMMER-^1928. 
DURING the summer months, duck of several species occur 
from time to time on the Cheshire meres which do not breed 
in or near the district, and even among others that do breed 
there is often present a number of non-breeders. 

On August 12th, for example, a Tufted Duck (Nyroca 
fuligula), marked in 1927 as a young bird in a much higher 
latitude (exact particulars of which I am not yet at liberty to 
disclose), was shot on Witton Flashes, Northwich—one of a 
bunch of Tufteds I had seen there throughout the summer, 
none of which to my knowledge nested. On August 4th on 
Rostherne Mere I saw a Tufted Duck swimming with two 
recently hatched youngsters, and at the same time there were 
on the Mere two groups of duck which were doubtless non-
breeders. Possibly most of these (like the marked bird) had 
been hatched in the previous summer and had not come to 
maturity. 

One Sheld-drake (Tadorna tadorna) only was seen this 
summer - on June 6th by Mr. J. Moore on Marbury Mere, near 
Northwich. 

An interesting occurrence was that of a pair of Garganey 
(Anas querquedula) on Rostherne Mere on July 8th. The 
birds rose from under the bank within a few yards and left 
no doubt of their identity. The drake was going into eclipse 
and lacked the eye-stripe, but the pale grey on the wing and 
definite white bands on either side of the speculum were 
most distinct and it was easy to pick it out with glasses when 
flying with other duck half a mile away. Both of them were 
very wild, and finally rose high and flew off to the north-west 
in company with a brown Shoveler (Spatula clypeata). The 
Garganey has not previously been recorded in Cheshire in 
summer, though a pale-winged bird I saw on August 20th, 
1921, among a flock of Teal at Marbury Mere was almost 
certainly one. 

Shovelers (Spatula clypeata) occurred on Marbury and 
Rostherne Meres in every summer month, but the only nest 
by the meres of which I had evidence was one in a hayfield 
by Oakmere ; the nest was destroyed when the grass was cut 
and the eggs hatched by a hen ; on July 17th I saw the only 
survivor. 

I saw no Pochards (Nyroca f. ferina) this year in May or 
June and a few only in July on Marbury and Rostherne Meres, 
but by August n t h there were thirty or forty on Rostherne 
and a few on the other waters. 

The last pair of Wigeon (Anas penelope) was seen on Marbury 
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Mere on April 14th, but on May 20th there were two ducks on 
Witton Flashes and from June 18th to August 12th I always 
saw a solitary duck there ; it could fly strongly enough and 
there was no sign that it was in any way a cripple. On July 
16th three Wigeon, a drake in eclipse and two ducks, appeared 
on Marbury Mere and were seen by Mr. J. Moore and myself. 
It was not till September 15th that three more Wigeon 
appeared, and on the 23rd there were nine. 

Five Goldeneyes (Bucephala c. clcmgula) on May 1st on 
Marbury Mere were the last of the wintering birds, but a 
crippled duck remained and to our surprise was joined on 
June 23rd by a drake in partial eclipse, which stayed with it 
throughout the summer and is still there at the time of writing. 
This drake can fly very strongly and swiftly and is obviously 
a sound bird. 

As noted in previous years a few Common Scoters (Oidemia 
n. nigra) appeared: I saw an adult drake on Witton Flashes 
on June 20th and three there on June 24th ; on July 9th 
Mr. J. Moore saw a drake on Marbury Mere and another on 
August 1st, and on July 16th I saw a pale-faced bird there. 
Mr. T. A. Coward told me that a drake I saw at Rostherne on 
August 4th was still there on the 10th. A. W. BOYD. 

GARGANEY BREEDING IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
I HAVE been fortunate this year (1928) in seeing the nest of a 
Garganey (Anas querquedula) in Cambridgeshire. It was 
on a small fen not far from Cambridge. I saw the old birds 
throughout the breeding-season and flushed the hen bird 
from the nest in short grass in a meadow. She shammed 
injury, giving a good view, and the eggs and down were 
characteristic. 

The eggs hatched out about May 27th, but the nest was 
trodden on by cattle so that only one young bird got away. 

M. C. W. DILKE. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK IN MIDDLESEX. 
ON September 24th, 1928, at Staines Reservoirs, I saw a pair 
of Ferruginous Ducks (Nyroca nyroca). By careful stalking 
I got within ten yards of the birds, and with my glasses could 
pick out all the salient features (white iris, dark chestnut 
head, etc.). A mistake was impossible at such a distance. 

When the birds saw us they swam slowly out into the 
reservoir, to be lost amidst the huge numbers of Pochard, 
Wigeon, Mallard, Teal, Tufted Duck, and others. 

I believe that this is the first record for that reservoir, if 
not for the county. T. H. HARRISSON. 
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COMMON SCOTER BREEDING IN SHETLAND. 
IN 1928 I saw Common Scoters (Oidemia n. nigra) on three 
lochs in an area about four miles across on the mainland 
of Shetland. On June 24th there were one drake and three 
ducks on one loch, which I will call A. These flewto another 
loch (B) where the drake was joined by a fourth duck and 
flew back to loch A, leaving the three odd birds. On June 
26th all five birds were on loch A. On a third loch (C), which 
we had not visited before, was a pair of Scoters which we 
watched displaying till they flew away to sea. Then another 
duck Scoter swam out from a patch of reeds in which we found 
a nest and two eggs. The nest was on very swampy ground 
in a tuft of rushes a few feet from the water. This bird was 
joined by a drake. 

On June 27th there were no Scoters on loch C, but there 
was a third egg in the nest, which contained a little down, 
both eggs and down being characteristic of the species. 

Although this was the only nest we found there were three 
pairs and three odd ducks on this group of lochs. 

The display which we witnessed on June 26th may be 
described as follows. 

The pair of birds would be swimming close to each other. 
The drake faced the duck, stretched up his neck to its full 
height, then sank his breast in the water and stuck up his 
pointed tail vertically. After this he quickly turned away 
and fluttered along the water up wind, rose clear for a few 
yards and settled again. Then he turned round, stretched 
up his neck to its full height, lowered it and swam quickly 
back to the duck. This was repeated over and over again, 
the flight being sometimes reduced to a mere flutter. Once 
they flew round and the drake called a low clear whistle 
" pu." M. C. W. DILKE. 

EARLY BREEDING OF GREAT CRESTED GREBE. 
ON a Norfolk mere on April 17th, 1928, I saw two young 
Great Crested Grebes (Podiceps c. cristatus), at least four days 
old, swimming with their parents, and at another nest the first 
chick had hatched the day before and lay dead. There had 
been several snowfalls about this time. The remaining three 
eggs in this nest hatched out at intervals of two days and all 
survived. Allowing for the incubation-period, the first egg 
in these nests must have been laid late in March. 

On the other hand, at Ruislip Reservoir, Middlesex, on 
August 15th, 1928, two pairs were still incubating eggs, 
while a third had young not more than four days old, and on 
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August 22nd one bird was still sitting. August nests have 
been recorded on many occasions, but three late birds breed
ing together seems unusual. DAVID L. LACK. 

[For instances of early breeding see Br. B., VIII., p. 292 
(four eggs on March 27th, 1915, etc.). Cf. also op. cit., II,. 
p. 242, where eggs and downy young in September are also 
recorded.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

GREY PHALAROPE IN MIDDLESEX. 
ON August 15th, 1928, I saw a Grey Phalarope {Phalaropus 
fulicarius) swimming quite' close in on one ot the reservoirs 
at Staines, Middlesex. It was in winter plumage, being 
white with pale grey wings, black at the extremities, and a 
black spot near the eye. DAVID L. LACK. 

RUFF IN MIDDLESEX. 
ON September 8th, 1928, being accompanied by Mr, J. P. 
Hardiman, I identified an immature Ruff or Reeve (Philo-
machus pugnax), probably the latter judging by the size, at 
Littleton Reservoir. It was the tamest of birds, permitting 
of a very close examination and was completely silent. 

Although I have not made an exhaustive search it would 
seem that this species is scarce in Middlesex. I cannot find 
a single record in British Birds since its inception. Appar
ently it occurred, at one time, with some degree of regularity 
at Kingsbury Reservoir, for Harting states (Birds of Middlesex, 
p. 184) that a dozen had been obtained there and others seen 
from 1838, when this reservoir was formed, to 1866. F. D. 
Power shot one in this locality on September 16th, 1871 
{Zool., p. 2852). WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

LITTLE GULL IN MIDDLESEX. 
AT the Staines Reservoirs on October 6th, 1928, Mr. F. R. 
Finch and I watched for some time an immature Little Gull 
(Larus npinutus). The, bird had a good many dark feathers 
on the crown and in other respects showed that it had not 
completed the change from juvenile to first winter plumage. 
The central pairs of tail-feathers had the brownish-black 
terminal bands like the outer ones. 

The Little Gull, which was first described as a British species 
by Montagu from a specimen shot on the Thames near 
Chelsea, has not often been reported from Middlesex. 

A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

ALBINISTIC WAGTAIL IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. J. C. S. Ellis 
informs us that on August 13th, 1928, he saw at the Brighouse 
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sewage-works at Cooper Bridge a Wagtail whose plumage 
appeared pure white with the exception of one or two dark 
mottlings on the breast. The legs, bill and eyes were, as far 
as could be seen, normal in colour. As all the bird's com
panions were Pied Wagtails (Motacilla a. yarrettii) Mr. Ellis 
considers the bird was of that species. 

GANNET INLAND IN YORKS.—Mr. C. H. Wells informs us 
that an immature Gannet (Sula bassana) was lor some days 
observed flying about the golf course at Rothervale, just 
outside Sheffield, and was eventually picked up. It was 
fed on herrings but was unable to fly away and died on 
September 27th. There have been a iair number ol previous 
inland records for the county. 

STOCK-DOVE NESTING ON A HOUSE.—With reference to 
Mr. J. S. Elliott's note on this subject (antea, p. 114), Lord 
Scone inlorms us that lor some years there has been always 
one, sometimes two, nests in the ivy on the walls of Scone 
Palace, Perth, a favourite situation utilized several times 
being within live feet of the window ot an occupied room. 

Mr. J. S. Reeve tells us that a pair has nested three or lour 
years in a thick creeper on an inhabited house at Leadenham, 
Lincolnshire. 

The Rev. E. Peake writes that in July, 1925, a pair of 
Stock-Doves made a nest of sticks in the head of a rain-water 
pipe, which was almost concealed by ivy, on the front of 
Bluntisham Rectory, St. Ives, Huntingdonshire. 

PROBABLE DUNLIN OVER LONDON.—Mr. W. Cave informs 
us that in the morning of July 2nd, 1928, he saw flying south-
eastwards over West Eaton Place, about 1,000 feet up, a 
compact flock of small waders. They were wheeling about 
at intervals showing dark and light as they turned, arid 
had every appearance of being Dunlin (Calidris alpina). 

HERRING-GULL NESTING ON OCCUPIED HOUSE.—Mrs. V. 
Tweedale informs us that a pair of Herring-Gulls (Larus a. 
argentatus) built a nest in the chimney stack of a villa at 
Torquay in the spring of 1928 and reared two young, which 
were brought down to the lawn on leaving the nest and came 
regularly tor food to an adjoining villa. In some parts of 
Cornwall Herring-Gulls are semi-domesticated birds, and are 
practically parasitic on man, coming to be fed at the sound 
ot a bell rung for the purpose. At Port Isaac a nest was re
corded between a chimney stack and an isolated chimney 
pot in 1910. 
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