
BARK-STRIPPING BY ROOKS. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—In answer to Mr. Bayne (antea, p. 118), I would like to say 
that Rooks strip the twigs absolutely clean, so that they show white 
from afar. E. P E A K E . 

NUMBER OF EGGS LAID BY MISTLE-THRUSH. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—During the last six years I have examined twenty-six nests 
of the Mistle-Thrush (Turdus v. viscivorus) in various parts of the Isle 
of Thanet, Kent. I find four eggs is the usual complement. Three 
nests contained 5, four 3, and the remainder 4 eggs each. 
BROADSTAIRS October tth, 1928. L - H. DAGLEY 

MANNER IN WHICH YOUNG GUILLEMOTS AND RAZORBILLS 
LEAVE T H E NESTING LEDGES. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—I have read with much interest Mr. W. Aspden's notes on 
Puffin Island (antea, p . 103), particularly his description of the young 
Guillemot's (Uria aalge albionis) journey from the nesting ledge to 
the sea. 

In Kirkman's British Bird Book (Vol. III . , p . 28), we are told that 
" The usual method, according to best available evidence, is for the 
young birds to flutter and slide and fall down the side of the cliff 
to the waters below," and that " the evidence for the statement 
tha t Guillemots and Razorbills (A lea torda) will seize their young 
by the wing and so carry them down to the sea is 
contradictory, and rests largely on the observation of fishermen, 
which is notoriously inexact." 

Mr. Aspden's observations confirm those of P. J. MacGinley, 
light-keeper on the Great Skellig, whose interesting notes on the subject 
were received by the late R. J. Ussher and published in 1913 (Irish 
Naturalist, Vol. XXII . , pp. 178, 211). According to MacGinley, when 
the ledge overhangs the sea the young birds are pushed off gently 
by the old ones—never jostled or tumbled along the face of the cliff— 
and keep fluttering sufficiently to maintain balance until they reach 
the water, on striking which they dive for a few seconds. He goes 
on to say tha t the young are only helped by the old birds when the 
ledge does not overhang the water, and then each young bird is held 
by the wing ; but as soon as it is clear of the underneath cliffs the 
youngster is allowed to flutter down to the sea without further assist
ance. The screams of the young and old birds, while the journey is 
being made, are commented upon. 

MacGinley's observations appear to have been confined to the 
evenings, and he states tha t about 25 minutes after sunset he has 
seen both species take their young to the sea, but remarks that it is 
possible that some of the young leave the ledges at sunrise, or in the 
early hours of the morning. 

This is a subject on which very little information has been published. 
No doubt some of your readers are in a position to offer further 
comments. G. R. HUMPHREYS. 
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